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Big tree in Cape May Court House,
NJ

[ by tclikesbigtrees» Thu Apr 03, 2014 11:45 pm

On 3/31/2014 my brother and | drove down to Cape
May County to check out some big trees. That is an
area that | really had not looked around much for big
trees. One of the trees that we stopped to see was a
Willow Oak in Cape May Court House. It is an
impressive tree considering that it is surrounded by
buildings.

Stately Slippery EIm (Ulmus rubra)

~10 km NW of Aylmer

O by wrecsvp» Sun Apr 06, 2014 8:42 pm

This is the most massive Slippery EIm that I'm aware
of in the Ottawa area65' tall by 100" CBH. Quite a
decent crown spread, and as is typicaltfe species
each main branch appears to have a mind of its own.
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Rushing Stream Preserve Old
Growth- WNY

& by Erik Danielsen » Mon Apr 07, 2014 10:21 am

Today brought some beautiful weather so | got
together with a new dendrophile friend from
Jamestown (Chris Merchant) and headed up to the
Rushing Stream Preserve, way down in a far corner
of Forestville, NY. I've actually cycled and driven
past the site dozens of times for work, but Chris had
the impression that it might be the same site as an
entry he found on an old growth list for a sniatlin
Forestville with no other details except that it was
privately ownedand it is, by the Audubon Society,
but is open to the public. The information available
on Rushing Stream online is sparse and not always
very exciting; one old scannéd brochue | dug up
mentioned "possibly the largest cherry tree in the
region," and another old description also mentioned
"old growth cherry," but a more recent description
just mentioned "mature specimens of hemlock, sugar
maple, beech, birch..." No mention of&fy. The
current description on the Society's own website



http://ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=6231#p28280
http://ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=6231#p28280
http://ents-bbs.org/memberlist.php?mode=viewprofile&u=1750
http://ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=13964&mode=view
http://ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=13962&mode=view
http://ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=13961&mode=view
http://ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=28280#p28280

doesn't even mention trees at all.

That's a shame, because there are somegreat trees at
Rushing Stream. The highlights: several large black
cherry including a real mutstemmed monster, an
excelkent showing in large old hemlocks, some very
old-looking shagbark, and some impressive maples.
We made some simple girth measurements and took
a lot of photos. Afterwards we visited the wietlown
grove in Lilydale, which is pretty hard to beat for tree
height, but for a sense of primeval intactness Rushing
Stream is a hidden gem and | know which I'm more
eager to return to as spring progresses. Not sure if the
site is primary old growth, but more likely secondary;
the complete lack of white pine and rek caiggests

that available timber of these two species may have
been removed long ago, leaving the hemlocks and
other mixed hardwoods to dominate.

Some measurements:

-The big Black Cherry (we took to calling it Bruce)
had a large limb preventing a good'4th
measurement, so we measured at 1'9" (it branched
pretty low) for a girth of 15'. Then | got on top of the
limb to measure 12'2" at 10'. I'll do the figuring on
that in a little bit but the really impressive thing about
this tree was the combined ssaand presence of its
multiple stems, with the presence of the two equally
large stems now lying on the ground to spur the
imagination. Left the impression that total volume
was definitely greater than any of the big single
stems at Lilydale.

-The big Sgar Maple had a weird hollow on one side
with woody detritus protruding (pictures attached) so
it probably shouldn't be regarded as a terribly precise
measurement. That said, a respectable 14'11" CBH.
-The other big Maple (neither of us can tell leafless
red from silver yet) came in at 142" CBH.

Anyways, pictures! Many of them open in a higher

resolution if you click on them. First the Black
Cherries:

10

"Bruce Almighty" as we first approactidnim
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Another angle. | walked up the fallen trunk on the left
to do the second measurement.

The other fallen trunk, displayingonderful twisted
grain
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- . b :
A very old-looking cherry

Bark closeup

This great leaning Cherry still reached up into the
canopy
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