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timber volumes that the forests of Malesia have 
suffered from the most logging impacts in the whole 
of Asia. 

Since practically the whole of Borneo has been 
turned into a giant timber yard, and now, an 
enormous oil palm plantation, we will never know 
just how tall they could grow, given the right 
conditions. If action was taken 50 years ago, we 
might still be able to save significant tracts. The best 
area for these giants was eastern Sabah, with volcanic 
basalt soil, now mostly turned into oil palm (and 
logged beforehand). 

Darrin Wu 

 

 

Re: Ancient Giant Trees Found 
Petrified in Thailand  

by edfrank » Mon Mar 25, 2013 2:29 am 

Darrin,  

 
The Tropical Rain Forest An Ecological Study, 2nd 
Edition 
P. W. Richards, University of Wales, Bangor 
 
"The first edition of The Tropical Rain Forest is 
firmly established as one of the classics of botanical 
literature. In this new and completely revised edition, 
Professor Richards provides a personal view of the 
field, based on over sixty years involvement in rain 
forest ecology. Climatic changes and human 
pressures have a major impact on the rain forests and 
it is now possible to see the possibility of their 
complete destruction. This book represents an 
important record of the rain forest in the twentieth 
century."  http://www.cambridge.org/gb/knowledge/i 
... cale=en_GB  
 
Here is an excerpt from the Richards Book 
containing the table of tall trees: 

 richards1996_excerpt.pdf 

 

 

Cockburn, P.F (1976). Trees of Sabah. Vol. 1. Sabah 
Forest Record No. 10. Jabatan Hutan Sabah,  
Malaysia.  
 
Gray B. Size composition and regeneration of 
Araucaria stands in New Guinea. Journal of Ecology 
(British Ecological Society), 63: 273-289. 
 
http://www.wondermondo.com/Countries/Au/Papua/
Morobe/BuloloKlinki.htm 
It is not known whether currently there exists 88.9 m 
tall (or taller) Klinki pine - but it existed in 1941. 
Back then such a tree was measured and later 
mentioned in a classical ecology book by Paul 
W.Richards "The Tropical Rain Forest: An 
Ecological Study" which was issued in 1952.  Since 
then the fact that such a tall araucaria might exist in 
Papua New Guinea has been repeated in many 
scientific works, notably in article by Gray B. (Size 
composition and regeneration of Araucaria stands in 
New Guinea) in 1975. There is little doubt that klinki 
pine is the tallest of all araucarias. This tree grows in 
Madang, Morobe and Eastern Highlands Provinces 
of Papua New Guinea, in mountain sides and ridges. 
 The wood of klinki has outstanding qualities and this 
beautiful araucaria is widely exploited, it is cut also 
by slash&burn agriculture. As a result this tree is 
becoming more rare and nowadays natural stands 
can be found in more remote areas.  These trees are 
very impressive. Average diameter of klinki in 
oldgrowth stands is 200cm and more! Trees in such 
stand are at least 55m tall, often exceeding 70m 
height.  The fantastic 89.9m tree was measured near 
Bulolo. Currently in Bulolo has been established an 
important forestry industry with large plantations of 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=48&t=5186&p=22592#p22636
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=48&t=5186&p=22592#p22636
http://www.cambridge.org/gb/knowledge/isbn/item1141918/?site_locale=en_GB
http://www.cambridge.org/gb/knowledge/isbn/item1141918/?site_locale=en_GB
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10549
http://www.wondermondo.com/Countries/Au/Papua/Morobe/BuloloKlinki.htm
http://www.wondermondo.com/Countries/Au/Papua/Morobe/BuloloKlinki.htm
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=22636#p22636
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10550&mode=view
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klinki pine. Happily natural stands of this tree are not 
too rare.  Wondermondo has marked a beautiful 
stand of klinki pine in Wau Gorge some 15km from 
Bulolo. No one knows whether here are 90m tall 
trees - but it is definitely worth to check it out! 

Edward Frank 

 

 

Re: Ancient Giant Trees Found 
Petrified in Thailand  

by Joe » Mon Mar 25, 2013 7:10 am 

I'm interested in the geology of the site- is that really 
bedrock or a hard packed alluvial deposit? If the 
latter, then how can the trees be petrified? If the 
former, that's a huge job digging out something that 
huge. And, how did they discover that the site had 
these trees buried? I'm going to remain a bit skeptical 
until I can read a scientific report on this discovery. If 
they really are fossilized - I wouldn't think they'd 
need much protection from the weather, the way an 
archeological site does- after all, it's stone- just a 
fence around it should do the trick. 

Joe Zorzin 

 

 

Re: Ancient Giant Trees Found 
Petrified in Thailand  

by edfrank » Tue Mar 26, 2013 7:55 pm 

Most petrified wood is formed in deposits of volcanic 
ash and/or alluvial deposits.  Mineral laden water 
replaces the the wood with precipitates from the 
solution.  The decay itself creates an anoxic that will 
cause some minerals to drop out of the solution as 
precipitates, most notably silica as both gels and 
crystals.  The other petrified wood often found is 
actually preserved real wood that has been buried in a 
swamp in clay sized sediment.  There is some 

mineral replacement, but actual pieces of the original 
wood material may remain.  The process that forms 
the petrified wood is very similar to that which 
caused concretions to from around many plant or 
animal fossils.  The decay of the organic matter 
causes a reducing environment in the immediate 
vicinity of the fossil itself leading to the precipitation 
of silica and often ferrous and opposed to ferric iron 
minerals.  As for compacted alluvium of bedrock, the 
distinction between the two is variable and often 
depends on the use being made of the material.    
 
Edward Frank 

 

 

Cloud Mapping of the LaPine 
Ponderosa Pine, OR 

by M.W.Taylor  » Tue Mar 19, 2013 6:20 pm 

I just processed the point cloud from recent pictures 
taken by Ascending the Giant and Terry Asker. From 
37 images I get a good lower bole point cloud 
included the sign. When you look down the  barrel 
you can clearly see LaPine was two trees that fused a 
long time ago. This cross-section has the classic 
"heart shaped lobes". Just like Drury Tree. See 
attached JPG images of Meshlab point cloud. You 
can download meshlab at   
 http://meshlab.sourceforge.net/ 
 
This is the best open source and free 3D graphic view 
by far that I know about. 
 
Michael Taylor 
 
WNTS VP 
http://www.landmarktrees.net 
American Forests Big Trees Coordinator For 
California 

 lapine_0.ply 

la pine meshlab. Need to download meshlab to view 
this 

(584.42 KiB) Downloaded 1 time 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=48&t=5186&p=22592#p22639
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=48&t=5186&p=22592#p22639
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=48&t=5186&p=22592#p22686
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=48&t=5186&p=22592#p22686
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=5172#p22510
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=5172#p22510
http://www.ents-bbs.org/memberlist.php?mode=viewprofile&u=361
http://meshlab.sourceforge.net/
http://www.landmarktrees.net/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10452
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=22639#p22639
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=22686#p22686
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=22510#p22510
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trunk side view point cloud with sign 

 

lapine giant looking down bole with Meshlab 

 

  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10451&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10450&mode=view
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Re: Cloud Mapping of the LaPine 
Ponderosa Pine, OR 

by Rand » Tue Mar 26, 2013 9:31 pm 

Here's an overall picture I took while visiting in 
2010.  Big tree. 

 

Is this the group you were with Michael? 

http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20130314/
OUTDOORS/303140004/Group-scales-ponderosa-
pine-get-its-measurements 

 

 

 

 

Re: Ramsey Cascades, GSMNP 
by Rand » Tue Mar 26, 2013 10:07 pm 

With just a bit of adventuresome clambering about on 
the rocks below the falls one can get decent pictures: 

 

                                                       

 

                                       

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=5172#p22690
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=5172#p22690
http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20130314/OUTDOORS/303140004/Group-scales-ponderosa-pine-get-its-measurements
http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20130314/OUTDOORS/303140004/Group-scales-ponderosa-pine-get-its-measurements
http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20130314/OUTDOORS/303140004/Group-scales-ponderosa-pine-get-its-measurements
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=74&t=3748#p22692
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=22690#p22690
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10573&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=22692#p22692
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10574&mode=view
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The other visitor was probably put off by the sign 
with a running tally of how many people have died 
trying to climb on the falls (It'd be such a nuisance to 
change the sign) 
 
Anyway a few other pictures of the hike: 

                                       

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10575&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10576&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=10577&mode=view
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Wood Species Identification and 
Microphotogr aphy 

by edfrank » Tue Mar 26, 2013 2:04 pm 

Wood Science 101 (8) - Wood Species Identification 
and Microphotography 
by Chuck Ray 
http://gowood.blogspot.com/2013/03/wood-science-
101-8-wood-species.html 

...This was all brought back to me by the following 
series of videos. A distinguished member of the 
International Wood Collectors Society, that very 
same group I visited last month at their Florida 
convention, has posted these videos demonstrating a 
technique he has developed for preparing and 
photographing wood samples under magnification. 
His name is Jean-Claude Cerre, and his photographs 
are stunning. The videos are freshly uploaded, and 
according to YouTube, have only been viewed by a 
couple of hundred folks. So you, Go Wood reader, 
are among the very first in the world to see these 
wonderful images. 

Macrophotos of cross section of Woods by Jean-
Claude CERRE part one 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuFCfzm5BdU 

 
 
Macrophotos of cross section of Woods by Jean-
Claude CERRE part two 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKIL2hm9nMc 

 
 
Macrophotos of cross section of Woods by Jean-
Claude CERRE patr three 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRAJv9YlQkM 

 
 
Since the samples are all identified in the video by 
their scientific names, I thought you would like an 
easy way to reference them to their common names. 
Here is a list of the samples in the order they are 
shown, with their common names.  continued 
 
 

Re: Wood Species Identification 
and Microphotography  

by Joe » Wed Mar 27, 2013 6:51 am 

such micro photos of wood are not new- I took a 
course in "wood technology" in the late '60s- our 
textbook has hundreds of such photos but in black 
and white and without the music  the whole purpose 
of the course was to study the cellular structure and 
chemistry of wood- to better understand the use of 
wood . Joe Zorzin 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=5203#p22679
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=5203#p22679
http://gowood.blogspot.com/2013/03/wood-science-101-8-wood-species.html
http://gowood.blogspot.com/2013/03/wood-science-101-8-wood-species.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuFCfzm5BdU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKIL2hm9nMc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRAJv9YlQkM
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=5203#p22700
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=5203#p22700
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=22679#p22679
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=22700#p22700

















































































































