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Select Quotes

Editords Corner
By Edward Frank

Webmaster BBS Administratr,
eNTS Magazine Editem-Chief
edfrank@nativetreesociety.org

| always seem to place some portentous post here
about the future of the forests or some commentary
by one of our esteemed members. Thisith |

thought | would do something different and simply
post a series of quotes | found interesting, thoughtful
or humorous.

comes after night, and spring
ASmal l minds are stuck inc?rﬁog's'?rﬁ%gngrut, whil e great
minds thiunkowal i ke. o iOur ability to perceive qual
"Oh, | call myself a scientist. | wear a whitoat and art, with the pretty. It expands through successive
probe a monkey every now and then, but if | put Istages of the beautiful t@lues aT y(;at uncaptured by .
monetary gain ahead of preserving nature...I couldn't anguage. A o Leopo
live with myself*- Professor Hubert Farnsworth 'Few are altogether deaf to the preaching of pine
Ailf you want to be a bett ér?es.gmalasterguawioapﬁhﬁrgorur]talngqoéoﬁl.g i n
front of mor e-JimRidhardserst i ng h%a[tsbalnq |f_p%op|e in general could be got inta the
woods, even for once, to hear the trees speak for
"In the absence of C|eap@efined goa|s, we become themselves, all difficulties in the way of forest
strangely loyal to performing daily trivia until preservation would vanish-"John Muir
ultimately we become enslaved by-it.Robert .
Heinlein iSomeone told me that each
the book woul dStépheh Masvkinghe sal e

"Knowledge embiggens the mind.Jebidiah
Springfield

connect the last remaining wilds of the eastern U.S.
and Calondavis 0
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"l love science and it pains me to think that so many
are terrified of the subject or feel that choosing
science means you cannot also choose compassion,
or the arts, or be awe by nature. Science is not meant
to cure us of mystery, but to reinvemidarenvigorate

it." -Robert M. Sapolsky

"That's one small step for [a] man, one giant leap for

mankind."- Neil Armstrong

fiThose who

contempl ate the

reserves of strength that will endure as long as life
lasts. There is somethingfinitely healing in the
repeated re&ins of nature- the assurance that dawn

on "A Brief History of Time

Ah, but I was so much older thdtm younger than

il want my st otopelptpmteciand p i rthat ngreEppDylan

fiThere 1is

a

cult
there has always been. The strain of-anti

fiKeep your |l ove of nat ur e ,intelegualism hagheenjasonstantshreadwinding ifsa y

of

under stand ar tVinoeotvan Gagh d  m ovaydhroggh our political and cultural life, nurtured
by the falg notion that democracy means that "my

"The most beautiful experience we can have is the
myseriousd the fundamental emotion which stands
at the cradle of true art and true scienée.Albert
Einstein

"What is a scientist after all? It is a curious man
looking through a keyhole, the keyhole of nature,
trying to know what's going on:"Jacques Cateau
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Measurement Certification

[1 by edfrank » Fri Aug 03, 2012 3:04 pm

NTS, As weadd more members from various areas
of the world, the question is raised concerning how
we can certify new member's measurements and
accept them for in our databadgy far the best way

is to actually have that new person go measuring with
another membewrho already has a good track record
of producing good measurementsave some other
thoughts for how to deal those people who are
starting to do measurements, but are not close to
another NTS member with measuring experierice.
would like to see commeésby others.

| received an email from a newer member who has
purchased a Nikon 550 hypsomet@&iis was my

reply:

The biggest concern from NTS is whether you are
using the proper instruments and the right methods.
The latest Nikon 550 models have twatines built

in to measure heightOne is called simply the two
point method and the other the three point method.
The two point method requires that you take a height
of the tree above eye level and a second reading of
the distance the base is abovebetow eye level.

This is the method that you want to uteuses the
sin(angle) x distance process that will yield an
accurate heightlf you use this method, your heights
willbefine.You really canét scr
height that is too tall unks you measure the base of
one tree and the top of another.

The three point method built into the Nikon 550 uses
the distance/slope or tangent methdthy
measurements taken of height using the three point
routine will be WRONG no matter how perfegthu

do it. Do not use the three point routine in the
instrument. Use the two point method only.

Get a field book, write down the raw numbers
measured by the instrument (shown on the display on
the side) and the height calculated for both the
portion d the tree above eye level and the bottom
portion of the tree.Be sure to note whether the base
of the tree is above or below eye level.
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Do you havea GPS?They are nice to locate the
trees measured, but are certainly not required.

Get girths for tle trees for which you measure
heights. Measure a 4.5 feet and note if the tree is a
multitrunk tree or a single trunk tredf multitrunk

list the number of trunks. If there is an obstruction,
knot or something at the 4.5 feet height and a slightly
higheror lower girth measurement point is more
appropriate, measure at that point and measure the
height above ground level for that girth
measurement.

Read the NTS Tree Measuring Guidelines
downlaad/file.php?id=5869and The Really Really
Basics of Laser Rangefinder/Clinometer Tree Height
Measurementlownload/file.php?id=5870

documents. Remember Two point routine GOOD,
three point outine BAD

| should also have mentioned crown spread
measurements, encouraged taking photos,
encouraged adding the data to our database, and
providing a map of the location when posting to the
BBS.

Edward Frank

Re: M%asurement eC:lerti];ication

EwW U ama g

& by dbhguru » Sat Aug 04, 2012 10:18 am

Ed, You did a good job of laying out the
requirements. You make the statement that basicaally
the three point method is verboten. It actually is a
convenient technigue to have to get quick
approximations, but Oh Boy, | say this with
trepidation for reasons that the faithful will well
understand. In some century in the future, maybe the
brainprogramming so thoroughly done by the timber
profession willwear off. But in the interim, we'll be
faced with at least one or two more generations of
timber professionals who will go the their graves
defending a flawed process.

Robert T. Leverett


http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=4380#p18536
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5869
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5870
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=4380#p18545
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=18536
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=18545
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How long before a tree rots away? of my head. | can however provide some anecdotal
information.

by edfrank » Mon Jul 30, 2012 7:16 pm i . .
[oy ” ) P My first year as a GS Forestry Aide with the BLM

in eastern Oregon, | served on a survey cdsing
Original Corner Restoration. Using K & E Mountain
Transits like the original surveyors used in the
1880's, with declinations corrected to match them, we
used the original survey notes to as close as possible
duplicate their survey line...many times found

How long before a tree rots away?
July 30, 2012 07:15
By: Ida Korneliussen

http://sciencenordic.com/hceileng-treerotsaway

Various comments: their original Bearing Trees, and with the notes were
able to identify original corners, (scribed rocks,

Will Blozan wrote Jess Riddle and | cored yellow preferably tall, foursided rocks, scribed on each of

birch growing on a fallen hemlock log in the Smokies the edges to assign locatioriVe occasionally found

that were ~90 years old. The log was still above the their intermediate chaining poin{a branch lopped

ground level and not yet punky. off at an angle at one end, stubbed off at the other,

then hammered into the ground for distance
measurement points) still intacklost remarkable,

we occasionally would find planks the surveyors had
fashioned to practice scribing the nbars and

debris" in the forests, which made for an incredibly letters on Bearing Trees (such as SEC 1, T3N, R8E).
rich habitat we have a hint from surviving old ' '

growth, but only a hint and therevean fantasize
before the Indians arrived and their forest burning....
the full richness of nature, of which we know so little.

Joe Zorzin wrote:Again, | fanasize what the forests
looked like before the pale faces showedthpre
must have been a tremendous amount of "woody

That was 1967, some 80 years after the passage of
the original surveyor.When they actually did survey
the sections they were assigneBut that's another

) . . story...; >}
Larry Tucie wrote: Ed, Will, Joe, | wish we could

known how long the downed trees of Southern
Forests lasted before tharrival of Formosian career in Forestry, first time away from home,

Termites and many other insect Pesistree falls staying in remote government cabins for a week at a

here and in a matter of °rlirﬁe,éilﬁ]ﬁoﬂrptﬁayFiiv@rcc}uHYr?. itds gone,

three at the mostExceptions are some Pine Stumps

It was a wonderfulgb for a guy starting out his

they may last up to 505 years (close estimation). Chris Morris wrote: Perhaps Native American use
Cypress tree stumps as long acentury or more. of fire in eastern forests would have vegd the
There may be other species that remain depending amount of woody debris on forest floors.

on location.

However, we certainly do know that there was tons of
wood in various streams and rivers [a great interest
of mine] Thel60 milelong wood debris raft on the
Red River when Europeans arrived in early/mid
1800s in Louisianan is a great (although extreme)
example. From what | recall, the research suggests
some large pieces of wood could take a couple
hundred years to decompose in streams [there are
still large Chestnut logs in Appalachian streams],
with a fewlast even longer [over 1300 years for a
few in one study Pacific NW].

Rand Brown wrote: | remember being rather taken
aback the first time | saw pine stumps slowly sinking
into the ground from the termites, leaving a ring of
bark behind.Knock one over and it's basically
hollow inside.

Don Bertolette wrote: My time in the Southwest
supports the notion that ponderosa pines have
remarkable decay resistance in part due to their
extractives and in part due to the remarkably dry
climate of theSouthwest. know there are papers out
there on how long, but I can't recall them off the top


http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=27&t=4369#p18487
http://sciencenordic.com/how-long-tree-rots-away
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=18487

Don Bertolette wrote: Chris, Two different scenarios
operating here, one of high relative humidities
(Eastern forests) and low RHs (Western foredis).
the case of rafts of river ruro( lakes for that matter)
timber destined to mills, not only did the lumber
companies transport their product by water, they
stored them in ponds, for as long as they remained
underwater, they wouldn't rot (same thing happens
with wood buried in peat bogsjud slides, etc. (think
‘anerobic’). Thinking of Byzantine boats recently
discovered by Nat'l Geo, with much of their wooden
hulls still intact, after thousands of years.

Re: Tiny Beetles Take a Large Bite
Out of the Forest, CO

[1 by jamesrobertsmith » Wed Aug 01, 2012 12:41
am

When | was in Yellowstone, there were vast areas
with no trees at all due to pine beetle infestation. This
was because so many plots of forest had coediain
only one or two species of tree. It was shocking to
stand on some of the ridges and look out and not see
any living trees at all. | assume it would be what we'd
seen if we had forests made up merely of Eastern
hemlock.

On my hike to the summit of Mai Washburn.

James Robert Smith
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Re: Tiny Beetles Take a Large Bite
Out of the Forest, CO

[ by Larry Tucei » Thu Aug 02, 2012 10:35 am

NTS, A link with some good information oné¢h
Mountain Beetle infestations.
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/insect/05528.html/

Larry Tucei

Re: Desolation Wilderness, CA

1 by Ranger Dan» Fri Aug 03, 2012 4:49 pm

Western white pine, yepCoincidental that the topic
would come up.l just got back home from another
vacation in the Sierra, visiting with a friend in Tahoe
who really knows his Sierraees. On our trip to
Sequoia National Park we hiked though a long stretch
of countless amazing and gorgeous specimens of P.
monticola on the trail from Wolverton to Pear Lake,

in spectacular subalpine parklanginaybe I'll post

some images some daylhere are many over Six

feet in diameter, with striking red bark in huge
polygonal plates and sculpted, knobby bases (so very
different from the ones in the Pacific Northwest).
There is also a fine grove of foxtail pines on the

ridge above Emerald Lakendthe hike goes through
the red fir zone where many individuals are over 5
feet in diameter.There aren't enough superlatives to
go around forthe amazing development of all the
trees of the Sierra Nevad&ven lodgepole pines,
boring little poles elsewdre in the mountainous

West, grow into enormous and fascinating sculptures,
each one with unique charactéi/hat is it about the
Sierra that has created such a wonderland of
superlative trees?And then there are the Sequoias,
worthy of another categomitogether for themselves
other than "tree" But even if they were not there, the
forest of the Sierra would still be the finest on Earth

in my view, and on top of that, beset in such
mountain majesty...paradise.

Dan Miles


http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=70&t=4375#p18515
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=70&t=4375#p18515
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=70&t=4375#p18528
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=70&t=4375#p18528
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/insect/05528.html/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=4335&start=10#p18537
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=18515
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=18528
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=18537

Canyons Ruk, WY

[ by dbhguru » Fri Aug 03, 2012 11:31 pm

NTS, Monica and | left Pocatello, ID on Wednesday
and drove up to Yellowstone. We took plenty of
pictures at spots we don't usually visit. We then went
east, driving through Shoshoni Canyon in the
Absorakas. We found a spot to stay overnight. Lots to
tell, but this Internet connection is too weak. I'll
present two images now, with lots more to come
when we get home. Shoshoni Canyon cuts through a
volcant deposit. ED probably understands the

geology.

Robert T. Leverett
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Re: Canyons Rué, WY

[ by dbhguru » Sat Aug 04, 2012 9:46 am

Joe, Yes, I've been envious of your geolodica
prowess. It seems to come natural to you. | strain to
understand the complex processes that my eyes see,
but my brain doesn't decode.

The lodge we stayed at in Shoshoni Canyon was
originally built by the niece of one William F. Cody,
alias Buffalo Bll. The current owner is a part
Shoshoni Indian from the Wind River Indian
Reservation. We had a marvelous time. He took a
liking to Monica and me and shared many stories. He
was a rancher on the Wind. He has an encyclopedic
knowledge of the surroundingrtain. Plus, you
wouldn't belief the wildlife that visits the lodge and
cabins. Itis grizzly, moose, elk, and mountain lion
country. When the berries are ripe, the grizzlies come
up from the river corridor. One does not venture far
from his/her cabin. Herare 4 images from where we
stayed. It was just about night. The light was failing. |
apologize for the less than stellar photography.

The nextimage looks across ShoShoni Canyon to te
lava cliffs.


http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=133&t=4383#p18541
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=133&t=4383#p18544
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=18541
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=8373&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=8375&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=18544
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=8376&mode=view

The lava erodes into a myriad of intriguisigapes.

Looking down the canyon from the lodge.

Robert T. Leverett
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Medicine Bow, WY

[1 by dbhguru » Sat Aug 04, 2012 10:06 pm

NTS, Today Monica and | climbed Mediciriow
Peak in the Medicine Bow Range of the Wyoming
Rockies. The summit is 12,013 feet, and we felt
every foot of it. But it was worth the pain. What a
great place.

Here is a view from the trail looking south toward
Old Main, the Diamond, etc. Old Maig 11,755 feet
elevation. The Diamond is 11,720 feet. Please
remember to double click to see the images in larger
format.

Here are two shots of Monica on the trail. She did
fabulously. There were lots of people climbing the
peak, and all were in exi¢tent shape.



http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=133&t=4388&p=18554#p18552
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=8377&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=8378&mode=view
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The rocks near the summit are fascinating. We
needed Ed for an interpretation. Lots of quartzite, but
there were other types of rocks as well. Some are
ancient. The peak on the horizon is Elk Mountain, a
detached part of the Medicineoi®.

Sugar Loaf.

The flat summit in the distance is Browns Peak.
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Libby Lake. Elevation 10,722 ft.
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