
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=86&t=3170#p12722
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=86&t=3183#p12727
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12722
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12727


http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5598&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5599&mode=view


http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5600&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5601&mode=view
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rocks, utilizing the build-up of organic matter to gain 
a foothold.  The little seedlings look innocent, if not 
cute.  But after a few decades, a rock can find itself 
engulfed with the octopus-like roots, and split as 
roots grow into crevices and expand.  
 
Both yellow and black birches specialize in natural 
tree-rock sculptures, but the yellows create the most 
impressive works of nature art. Sugar maple, 
hemlock, and occasionally other species colonize 
rocks, but never so well as the birches. These tree-
rock partnerships excite our woodland imaginations 
as few other forest features do.  
 
The next image shows a yellow birch that long ago 
passed its 150th birthday. I expect the tree is at least 
225 years old now, maybe older. The venerable old 
birch has huge roots that snake down the slopes, 
disappearing and reappearing. The supporting rock 
on which the birch began life became engulfed long 
ago. But from the trail, the details are hidden by 
luxuriant undergrowth. When the tree is closely 
approached, the root-rock and moss-bark partnerships 
reveal themselves. I have heard visitors gasp on 
seeing the intricate weave of roots. 
 
In the image, a large area of decay visible along the 
trunk forewarns that the old birch is approaching the 
end of its life as a standing tree. But when that event 
occurs, its job will be far from over. Once its living 
tissues die, our birch will begin a second career, 
returning its nutrients to the forest and providing food 
for a host of small organisms that collectively 
perpetuate the web of forest life.  
 
Below, our birch is seen through a wreath of colorful 
beech leaves. 

                                        

 

       The availability of light defines species 
colonization. Some trees are genetically adapted to 
grow in dense shade. Other species require abundant 
light from the outset. The paper birch belongs 
somewhere in between, but when plentiful, it usually 
signals an extensive, past disturbance. That is the 
ecology. On a more artful theme, a neighbor of mine 
once described the white birches as the candles of the 
forest.  
 
A short stretch of the trail features a cluster of mature 
white birches that are attractive any time of year, but 
were exceptionally beautiful on our visit. The 
contrast between their yellow crowns and the white 
trunks with the greens and rust colors of the forest 
floor begged for a photograph.  

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5602&mode=view


http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5603&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5604&mode=view


http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5606&mode=view


http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5607&mode=view


http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5608&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5609&mode=view


http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5610&mode=view


http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=3188#p12760
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5611&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12760


http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5594&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5596&mode=view
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http://news.mongabay.com/2011/1024-
asner_rainforest_monitoring.html 

Rand Brown 

 

Augusta-Anne Olsen State Nature 
Preserve 

by Steve Galehouse » Tue Oct 25, 2011 9:10 pm  

NTS-  Today I visited the Augusta-Anne Olsen State 
Nature Preserve in Huron County, Ohio. The 
preserve is situated along the Vermilion River and 
consists of a floodplain forest with somewhat 
elevated terraces and steep slopes leading to the river. 
The area is second growth, with a few older trees, 
with the lower terrace composed mainly of tuliptree 
and sycamore. The most interesting find was an 
American chestnut at 69.5' in height and 2' 11'' in 
girth. The tree is affected by blight, but is still 
hanging on---the height measurement was to the 
tallest leaf; the defoliated top of the tree(probably 
dead) was an additional 10'-15' above the foliage. An 
old sugar maple, 101' in height and 12' 1'' in girth, 
was also found, as well as a sassafras 10'6'' in girth 
and 90.48' in height. The RH5 for the site is 117.44', 
the RH10 is 109.96'. 
 
American chestnut 69.5': 

                                        

 

 

http://news.mongabay.com/2011/1024-asner_rainforest_monitoring.html
http://news.mongabay.com/2011/1024-asner_rainforest_monitoring.html
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3184#p12736
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3184#p12736
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12736
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5587&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5588&mode=view
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Sassafras 10' 6'' girth x 90.48': 

 

 

A detailed report with more photos here: 
http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/897/Details 

Steve Galehouse 

 
 
Will Blozan wrote: 
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/ohio/great
trees/great_trees_of_ohio.htm 

 

Re: Augusta-Anne Olsen State Nature 
Preserve 

by Steve Galehouse » Wed Oct 26, 2011 10:32 pm  

I remember this post from several years ago, but I 
forgot the reference to Augusta-Anne Olsen 
Preserve---I'm sure several of the trees you measured 
then are the same as I measured earlier this week, 
certainly the white oak, sassafras, and chestnut are 
the same individuals, and likely the red oak and 
buckeye. In that you noticed three years ago the 
chestnut had a dead top, and it still does but is alive, 
is encouraging. The preserve is a nice area, but it is 
always surprising to me that areas like this are so 
under-utilized by the public. I was the only person 
present on the trails on a warm, glorious Fall day, and 
there was no-one in attendance at the preserve 
facility. Attached are measurements from 
10/25/11(the white oak girth was estimated due to the 
slope, and flying solo). 

                                        

http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/897/Details
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/ohio/greattrees/great_trees_of_ohio.htm
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/ohio/greattrees/great_trees_of_ohio.htm
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3184#p12762
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3184#p12762
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5589&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5590&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12762
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Rand, let me know when you might be you for 
another foray. I'm planning to remeasure the tall 
tuliptree sometime in November---with the 50'' of 
rain we've had this season, I think it might break 165' 
now. 
 
Steve Galehouse 

 

Another odd-looking oak, OH 

by Steve Galehouse » Mon Oct 24, 2011 5:45 pm  

I came across this tree yesterday at Boston Run in NE 
Ohio---at first I thought it was a white oak with 
exceptionally broad lobes and/or shallow 
indentations, but on closer inspection the leaves of 
this tree turned out to be bristle tipped, although very 
inconspicuously, making it aligned with the red/black 
oaks. The leaves are large, rather thick in texture but 
not leathery, and not glossy on the upper surface. I've 
frequently seen foliage like this on oak seedlings, but 
this tree was about 30' tall and had the same type of 
foliage throughout, without leaves that become more 
deeply incised towards the top of the tree, which is 
typical for black oak and occasional for northern red. 
Other red oaks in this woods included northern red, 

black, and scarlet. Neither blackjack nor bear oaks 
are native to this part of the state.   Any ideas? 

 

Bristle tips barely visible on leaf margin: 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=38&t=3180#p12703
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12703
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5552&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5553&mode=view
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Steve Galehouse 

 

 

 

 

Re: Another odd-looking oak 

by Steve Galehouse » Wed Oct 26, 2011 10:40 pm  

NTS- Thanks for all the replies---I think the tree must 
be a red or black oak which looks aberrant due to a 
sprout response. If I can get back to the area this Fall, 
I'll look for acorns. The lack of any sheen to the 
foliage leads me to think northern red rather than 
black. 
 
Steve Galehouse 

 

Re: External Baseline Method 

by dbhguru » Wed Oct 26, 2011 9:49 pm  

NTS,     Attached is the latest and greatest tangent-
based method workbook. If anyone wants to discuss 
the method and the error analysis, please let me 
know. 

TangentBasedMeasurementsNewest.xls 

Unfortunately, I'm not good at catching my own 
errors. Fortunately, Michael Taylor is, and going 
through the process now, proofing. I'll no doubt have 
another version of the workbook in a few days. Soon 
we'll be able to reduce the EBM process to a few easy 
to follow rules and the spreadsheet to do all the 
calculations.  
 
    Michael believes that if we have the right 
equipment, EBM can out perform the Impulse Laser 
200LR. That's saying a lot. However, Michael excels 
at designing inexpensive equipment that out performs 
the big stuff. So far he has a pretty good track record, 
and that offers hope. There's not much chance that 
many people will be able to afford a TruPulse 360. 
Using that instrument on a tripod, I can get accuracy 
to 0.1 degrees for angle measure. However, using an 
instrument Michael sent me, I can get accuracy to at 
least 1/60th of a degree, and with some statistics, 
close to 1/100th of a degree. Now, that is accuracy. 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=38&t=3180#p12763
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=3002#p12758
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5593
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5554&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5555&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12763
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12758


http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=86&t=3183#p12773
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=53&t=3166#p12636
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12773
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5612&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12636
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Renaissance paintings including images of 
trees 

by edfrank » Thu Oct 27, 2011 5:31 pm  

Today, COMITATO NAZIONALE PER GLI 
ALBERI E IL PAESAGGIO  (NATIONAL 
COMMITTEE FOR THE TREES AND THE 
LANDSCAPE) posted on their Facebook Page 
 http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.4786607
86849.265267.177848121849&type=1 a series of 
images of Renaissance paintings including images of 
trees.  I wanted to share them here for those of you 
not on Facebook.  There is a reasonable change that a 
little culture will not kill you. The comments are by 
the committee.   

 

The light shines in the fabulous fresco of the Journey 
of the Magi (1459-62) in the Chapel of Benozzo 
Gozzolli Medici Ricciardi in Florence in which for 
the first time, outlines a landscape of woods, forests, 
views, large trees of each species described in detail , 
with scenes of hunting, hare, deer, birds. 

 

Detail of Landscape with woods. Journey of the 
Magi. Ricciardi-Medici Chapel - Florence. 

 

Detail of the rich landscape of woods and country 
roads bordered with hedges. This is one of the most 
beautiful landscapes in the entire history of Italian 
art. Journey of the Magi. Chapel Medici Ricciardi. 
Florence. 

 

Journey of the Magi. Chapel Medici Ricciardi. 
Florence. Above left you can see the trees pruned 
into rings. These are examples of topiary Ars that 
were performed on specimens of Quercus ilex, or 
Laurus nobilis. 
 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=53&t=3194#p12792
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=53&t=3194#p12792
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.478660786849.265267.177848121849&type=1
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.478660786849.265267.177848121849&type=1
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12792
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5625&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5626&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5627&mode=view
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With the advent of the Renaissance, Medieval Dark 
Forest in the light penetrates. The intellectual 
renaissance, now at the center of the universe, is the 
nature of perspective drawing. Just in the hunt in the 
forest, by Paolo Uccello (1465) the forest is stripped 
of mystery and trees occupy space in order to induce 
the viewer to look towards the focal point, the 
"vanishing point" represented by a deer distance in 
which all lines converge and the attention of the 
scene. 

 

Even more natural is the vision of St. Eustace by 
Pisanello (London - National Gallery), the first half 
of the fifteenth century, when the rider is in contact 
with all the characteristic fauna of the forest, from 
deer to rabbits to birds, with naturalistic 
extraordinary attention to detail. 
http://www.progettoconalpa.org 
 

                                        

 

In Gothic courts and in the works of Gentile da 
Fabriano, one begins to see a new vision of the forest, 
as in the predella of the Flight into Egypt, inserted in 
the altarpiece of the Adoration of the Magi (Florence 
- Uffizi), in which the teacher is a landscape light, 
where the woods and the trees begin to acquire their 
own dignity and naturalness, becoming indispensable 
frame for the representation of the central scene. 
http://www.progettoconalpa.org 

 

In the same period of Giotto, another master of 
Italian painting, Duccio da Buoninsegna in Siena 
area, the episode represents the entry of Christ into 
Jerusalem, and he puts a picture of a boy that climbs 
the tree. We are in the fourteenth century. 

Check out the link above to see more images. 

Edward Frank 

http://www.progettoconalpa.org/
http://www.progettoconalpa.org/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5628&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5629&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5631&mode=view
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Dating Yews -  Could this Lamberhurst 
tree be the oldest in the country? 

by Jeroen Philippona » Thu Oct 27, 2011 8:12 am  

To have some more information about yews  (Taxus 
baccata) in the UK and their possible age I 
recommend to look at the website 
http://www.ancient-yew.org/ of the Ancient Yew 
Group, wich is linked to The Tree Register of the 
British Isles (http://www.treeregister.org/).  
The Ancient Yew Group gives a lot of information, 
including several articles and also some articles on 
research on the age of yews: http://www.ancient-
yew.org/s.php/how-old-are-yews/2/8.  
Nice is the Yew Gazetteer, were you can look for 
more than 1300 sites with ancient yews, with photos: 
http://www.ancient-yew.org/gazetteer.php.   
 
With many very big, old yews it is not just regrowth 
from a rootstock: the standing trunk is thought to be 
very old in itself. The trees are growing very slowly, 
especially when over 20 feet in girth.  
Because the largest trunks, with girth of 30 to 35 feet, 
are always hollow, counting of treerings is not 
possible for the oldest trees. One of the older yews is 
the one at Crowhirst, Surrey (near London): 
http://www.ancient-yew.org/siteInfo.php?link=269 
and http://www.ancient-
yew.org/treeInfo.php?link=385.  
See also my own (somewhat old) site: 
http://www.bomeninfo.nl/english13a.htm . 
 
But please read the articles on research that has been 
done: tree rings have been counted a lot for smaller 
trees of at least up to 335 years. Also some historical 
research has been done.  
 
Jeroen Philippona  

 

Tamassee Knob, SC 

by james loftis » Sun Apr 25, 2010 10:50 pm  

I spent a lot of time this week reading and reading 
again all that Jess Riddle has had to say about 
Tamassee Knob.  Tamassee Knob, incidently, is 72.3 

miles from my front door--about an hour and twenty 
minute drive to the feet of some of South Carolina's 
tallest trees.  I should have prepared myself a little 
better by printing out the reports that Jess had 
written.  I didn't find any of the trees that he has listed 
on the site...but I doubt I would have found them 
today, even if I had had step by step directions.  The 
reason for this, is that I grossly underestimated the 
strength of today's wind.   I had been on the trail for 
half an hour or so when I heard the first really big 
crash.  The unmistakable, snap, crackle and BOOM! 
of a large falling tree.  At the time I had not been 
very far off of the Foothills Trail, which doesn't 
really have too many imposing trees to speak of. 
 Well, about twenty minutes after that, while walking 
on the Tamassee Knob trail itself, comming into the 
shadows of some pretty tall Tulip poplars (one of 
which was leening pretty severely) and a red oak 
(leaning and sporting a split buttress, very indicitave 
of failure) I heard the next distant report of another 
falling large tree.  After this last omen, while 
standing next to these two struggling columns of 
woody tonage, I became very aware of every falling 
twig.  Unfortunately, the falling twigs and dead wood 
of all kinds were in abundance.  Maybe, in those few 
tense moments I lost my nerve-- or maybe, I am very 
attached to my own personal gray matter.  Either 
way, I decided that I could always come back on a 
day when the wind isn't as fierce. 
 
Suffice it to say, I will be back.  So, if any of you 
ENTS out there live anywhere near the area and are 
up for a little bush-whacking, I'll be going back soon. 
 This place is pretty much in my back yard.  There is 
a 170' tulip poplar out there and I have a very 
nagging urge to see it!  e-mail me if interested.  And 
Mr. Riddle, if you are out there somewhere reading 
this and would feel gracious enough to point the 
way....?  Otherwise, I will be using Mr. Riddle's own 
words to untangle this little (or, very large) 
Liriodendron riddle! 
 
Good hunting, 
James Loftis 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=196&t=3178#p12766
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=196&t=3178#p12766
http://www.ancient-yew.org/
http://www.treeregister.org/
http://www.ancient-yew.org/s.php/how-old-are-yews/2/8
http://www.ancient-yew.org/s.php/how-old-are-yews/2/8
http://www.ancient-yew.org/gazetteer.php
http://www.ancient-yew.org/siteInfo.php?link=269
http://www.ancient-yew.org/treeInfo.php?link=385
http://www.ancient-yew.org/treeInfo.php?link=385
http://www.bomeninfo.nl/english13a.htm
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=122&t=604#p1767
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12766
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=1767
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O'Neill Woods, OH revisit 

by Steve Galehouse » Fri Oct 28, 2011 10:26 pm  

NTS-  Today I met Rob Curtis, a biologist with the 
Summit County Metroparks, at O'Neill woods near 
Bath, Ohio. I had been in contact with Rob and Mike 
Greene, a naturalist for the parks, regarding the NTS 
method of measuring trees. Rob expressed interest, 
feeling that canopy height has a direct correlation 
with the health of the of the site, which I agree with 
entirely. Rob knew of a very nice white ash at this 
park, and it turned out I had already visited it last 
March. The ash is healthy, and an impressive 12' 3'' 
girth with a height of 135.65'. I got a much shorter 
height last fall March, 123', probably due to the cold 
weather and hurrying through.  

135' x 12' 3'' white ash:                                      

 

Rob had to go on to another commitment, but I think 
he saw the utility and accuracy of the 
laser/clinometer method. He had a TruePulse with 
him, supplied by the Metroparks, so I think some 

more good measurements for NE Ohio will be 
coming along(and it's encouraging the park system 
sees the value in the hardware). I'm hoping to 
familiarize him with Fusion/LiDAR this Fall. 
 
I stayed at the site for a while, and found some other 
nice trees---a tuliptree at 158.3', a pignut at 128.8', a 
slippery elm at 116.7', and a red oak at 126.9'. A 
summary of what was found here: 
http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/913/Details 
 

15' x 115' red oak: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3199#p12806
http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/913/Details
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12806
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5633&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5634&mode=view
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158.3' tuliptree: 

 

Steve Galehouse 

 

Whirlwind Trip to Great Smokies 

by jamesrobertsmith » Sat Oct 29, 2011 10:42 pm  

My wife and I found ourselves in a weird situation of 
having some time on our hands and nowhere to go. 
Therefor we agreed on a one-day trip to Cataloochee 
in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Strictly 
an auto tour and some light strolling. Mainly we 
wanted to see the elk. We saw about 70 of them. 
Roughly half of the Park's herd of 150 animals. 
 

 
Not a fantastic rack, but the biggest I've seen on any 
Smoky Mountain bull. 
 

 
My wife took this one of me at a weird sycamore 
behind the schoolhouse in Cataloochee. 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=106&t=3200#p12816
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5635&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12816
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Who Has Posted the Most on the BBS? 

by edfrank » Sat Oct 29, 2011 11:27 pm  

Here is a screen shot of the top posters to the BBS.  I 
am by far and away the most prolific.  Some of my 
posts, perhaps a couple hundred are links to the 
website as part of trying to better integrate the two 
web presences.  I also have posted many links to 
outside articles I found interesting.  The vast majority 
of my posts are responses to other peoples posts or 
topics of my own.  I thought some of you might find 
the line-up interesting.  Click on the image to 
embiggen it. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re: Sigurd, Grandfather, and Thoreau 

by AndrewJoslin » Tue Oct 25, 2011 8:12 pm  

View from Thoreau below to Dunbar Brook, the 
brook is running from left to right through white 
pines along the banks 

Andrew Joslin 

 

 

Grandfather tree viewed higher on the ridge from the 
upper crown of Thoreau 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=281&t=3201#p12817
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=86&t=3183#p12735
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12817
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5636&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12735


http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3206#p12826
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3206#p12826
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12826


http://vimeo.com/20561818
http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=%2F20110930%2FLIFE%2F109300311%2F-1%2Flife
http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=%2F20110930%2FLIFE%2F109300311%2F-1%2Flife
http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=%2F20110930%2FLIFE%2F109300311%2F-1%2Flife
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/01/science/earth/01forest.html?adxnnl=1&ref=todayspaper&adxnnlx=1317464706-yipIgxIkAn/qNN3QjFPuBA
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/01/science/earth/01forest.html?adxnnl=1&ref=todayspaper&adxnnlx=1317464706-yipIgxIkAn/qNN3QjFPuBA
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