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A Nice Hawthorn, OH 

by Steve Galehouse » Fri Sep 30, 2011 6:45 

pm  

I measured a nicely shaped and fairly large hawthorn 

yesterday; 30.6' tall, 5'4'' girth at 4'(below major limb 

split), 42' average crown spread. Not sure of the 

species, looked sort of like dotted hawthorn but the 

fruit wasn't quite right.  This is in a park along the 

Black River in Lorain County, 41.4119, -82.1022 

 A couple of photos:                                        

 

 

Notice the partially defoliated large tree in the 

background of the second photo---this is an ash with 

EAB. It looks like all the ash in the area will be dead 

soon. 

Steve Galehouse 

 

New 2011 big trees of Pa is available for 

$15 

by edfrank » Fri Sep 30, 2011 8:09 pm                 

 

http://www.pabigtrees.com/Default.aspx 

 

The 125th anniversary edition is now available!!  

Available for purchase at $15, the new 2011 register 

celebrating our 125th anniversary is finally available. 

Contact Scott at wades@comcast.net to get your  

copy, or mail $15 to 5 Prince Eugene Ln, Media Pa 

19063. Shipping is included. Remember, this is our 

only fundraiser to keep the program alive. We are 

unsupported financially and need your support to 

keep the website up. Any proceeds benefit the 

Pennsylvania Forestry Assoc. Thank you! 

 

Scott Wade 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3059#p12224
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=115&t=3061#p12229
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=115&t=3061#p12229
http://www.pabigtrees.com/Default.aspx
mailto:wades@comcast.net
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12224
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5267&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5268&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12229
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5272&mode=view


eNTS: The Magazine of the Native Tree Society - Volume 1, Number 10, October 2011 

 

 

7 

 

Stienmuller-Smith Oak, LA 

by Larry Tucei » Sat Oct 01, 2011 9:37 pm  

NTS,      I visited Denham Springs Louisiana 

Saturday for their annual Fall Arts and Crafts Festival 

held in early October. The weather was great with 

temperatures in the 70’s and clear blue skies. After 

spending a few hours at the festival and browsing 

several antique shops it was time to go locate the 

largest Live Oak in the city. I learned of the tree in 

the past from the La. Live Oak Society listing and 

eagerly awaited my meeting of this new addition to 

the Live Oak listing.  I talked to some ladies at City 

Hall and they gave me directions to the Oak. Luckily 

I was parked less than a half mile from Denham 

Springs Park where the mighty Oak grows. 

 

Stienmuller-Smith Oak 

 

The measurements of the Stienmuller-Smith Oak 

were CBH-23’ 8”, Height-69’ and Spread-120’ x 

148.5’. The Oak is number 1999 on the La. Live Oak 

Society listing and is large tree with a huge crown 

having a dominating but tranquil effect on the park. 

Larry Tucei 

 

Bedford Reservation, Cuyahoga County, 

OH 

by Steve Galehouse » Sun Oct 02, 2011 11:06 pm  

Today son Mitch and I visited Bedford Reservation. 

Bedford Reservation is part of the Cleveland 

MetroParks, with Tinker's Creek Gorge, a National 

Natural Landmark, its main attraction. Tinker's Creek 

is the largest tributary of the Cuyahoga River. It's a 

very scenic area with nice woods in addition to the 

picturesque creek. The canopy is still quite dense, so 

measuring was difficult, but we did find some nice if 

not exceptionally tall trees. The area was somewhat 

different from others in the Cuyahoga Valley in that 

tuliptree was not as dominant as I would have 

expected; oaks, especially red and black, were the 

most frequent trees of with a large girth.  

 

A summary of what we found today is here:  

http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/863/Details 

RHI 5 = 113.6,  RHI 10 = 108.53 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=3071#p12252
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3075#p12275
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3075#p12275
http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/863/Details
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12252
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5277&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5276&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12275
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http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5282&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5283&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5284&mode=view
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Steve Galehouse 

 

Lee Young Oak Live Oak, LA 

by Larry Tucei » Sun Oct 02, 2011 10:01 pm  

NTS,    A couple of years ago I measured two large 

Live Oaks in southeastern Ocean Springs on Point 

Aux Chenes road. While there I noticed another tree 

on adjacent property that was fairly large. I decided 

to return today and see if I could measure it. The area 

was hit hard by Hurricane Katrina back in 05 but has 

recovered nicely. The tree grows on private property 

that I thought was for sale so I used the opportunity 

to measure this great tree. Glad I did it turned out to 

be quite a spectacular Oak. The tree measured CBH-

25’, Height-42’ and Spread-90’ x 108’.The Lee 

Young Oak is a multi-trunked tree with a short height 

but huge limbs and trunk. Most of the Live Oaks in 

this region have a short broad crown due to the harsh 

environment they grow in and perhaps the soil keeps 

them short.  The Live Oak listing is at 172 trees now 

and growing.   Larry 

Live_Oak_Project.xlsx 

Copy_of_Copy_of_Live_Oak_Project_2007

0524.xlsx 

 

 

  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=3074#p12272
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5281
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5280
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5280
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5285&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12272
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5279&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5278&mode=view
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Hello everyone! 

by hamadryad » Mon Oct 03, 2011 2:28 am  

Hi all,  hamadryad here just joined up after having 

had a look about, this looks like a good place to be! 

 

I am a working/climbing arborist, mycology junkie 

and all round OCD tree hunter! 

 

Hopefully a photo is here of me with a very special 

tree i found on saturday, a wild pear a big one too, so 

rare, this one was in the middle of a valley in the 

middle of nowhere on an old farm full of ash 

pollards, awesome. 

 

looking forward to chatting with you alls. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mycology and body languages? 

by hamadryad » Mon Oct 03, 2011 2:16 pm  

Hi, I am trying to find a section deddicated to fungi? 

is there one? if not want it started!  Also body 

languages of trees from various 

colonisations/strategies of fungi and 

other/mechanical forces.  

 

Re: mycology and body languages? 

by Steve Galehouse » Mon Oct 03, 2011 3:04 pm  

Here are some pics of fungi taken yesterday, in a 

woods of primarily oaks, maples, and beech, in 

northern Ohio:                                        

 

 

                                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=3076#p12277
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=287&t=3079#p12293
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=287&t=3079#p12295
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12277
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5286&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12293
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12295
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5289&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5290&mode=view
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http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5291&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5292&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5293&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5294&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5296&mode=view
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Steve Galehouse 

 

Some Bryant Woods, MA Fungi 

by dbhguru » Mon Oct 03, 2011 4:16 pm  

Selected from recent posts on Bryant Woods: 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=287&t=3083#p12298
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5295&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12298
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Here is my attempt at an artistic shot of a turkeytail fungus. 
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Fungi in Reynoldsville, PA 

by edfrank » Mon Oct 03, 2011 4:26 pm  

Fungi in Reynoldsville, PA - These were all taken 

one morning on September 6, 2011 in my lower yard. 

 I had previously posted them on my Facebook page, 

but decided to add them to this new topic to help get 

it started.  The goal is to have more than just a photo 

gallery and include some ecologic discussions, but 

we need to start somewhere. 

 

 

 

 

   

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=287&t=3084#p12300
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12300
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5297&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5298&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5299&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5300&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5301&mode=view
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http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5302&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5304&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5305&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5303&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5306&mode=view
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 Ed Frank 

 

Google Ngram of "tuliptree" 

by Steve Galehouse » Mon Oct 03, 2011 1:45 pm  

Here are a couple of more graphs that I think are 

interesting. First, a graph comparing the 

terms"tuliptree", "yellow poplar", and "tulip poplar". 

I've always thought of "yellow poplar'' as more of a 

lumberman's term, "tuliptree" as the term generally 

used in the North, and "tulip poplar" as a term more 

commonly used in the Southern states: 

 

Next, a graph comparing "tuliptree" with "mixed 

mesophytic forest"-------with virtually identical 

spikes! 

 

I think these two terms are strongly associated with 

each other, likely connected by the botanical and 

ecological writings of E. Lucy Braun and others of 

that time period. 

 

Steve Galehouse 

 

Re: Saving Ethiopia’s “Church Forests” 

by edfrank » Mon Oct 03, 2011 5:45 pm  

Saving Ethiopia’s “Church Forests” 

By T. DeLene Beeland 

Posted: February 25, 2011  

 

There are some video links and nice photos posted in 

this article: 

http://blogs.plos.org/blog/2011/02/25/church-forest/ 

 

Ethiopia - First sample  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqJIhHmDaPM&

feature=player_embedded  

 

Alemayehu explaining about Church Forest  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3j9AuhUFbU&f

eature=mfu_in_order&list=UL 

 

 

Ethiopia Day 4 - Setting up Malaise trap 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tOQG_aBPyQ&

feature=player_embedded  

 

Ethiopia Day 4 - Debresena Church 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxke32uImgY&fe

ature=player_embedded 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=23&t=3078#p12291
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=46&t=3003&start=10#p12304
http://blogs.plos.org/blog/2011/02/25/church-forest/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqJIhHmDaPM&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqJIhHmDaPM&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3j9AuhUFbU&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3j9AuhUFbU&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tOQG_aBPyQ&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tOQG_aBPyQ&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxke32uImgY&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxke32uImgY&feature=player_embedded
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5307&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12291
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5287&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5288&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12304
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Fall Hike, NH 2011 

by adam.rosen » Mon Oct 03, 2011 5:13 pm  

I'm in the business of creating little ENTS, (not the 

reproduction end, the education end).  Today we took 

130 potential ENTS up Elmore Mountain in Northern 

Vermont.  We enjoyed the company, the good 

weather and colorful leaves.  I took some pictures of 

a few impressive/older yellow birches, that seemed to 

have been spared the loggers axe for the last few 

hundred years.  Hope you enjoy them. 

 

                                                        

 

                                        

 

            

 

                                        

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=127&t=3085#p12302
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12302
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5316&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5309&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5311&mode=view
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Adam Rosen                                       

 

  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5312&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5313&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5314&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5310&mode=view
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Large American chestnut at Sheldon 

Marsh, OH 

by Steve Galehouse » Tue Oct 04, 2011 3:31 pm  

Today I stopped at Sheldon Marsh in Erie County to 

try to find the big American chestnut mentioned by 

several articles and visited by Will Blozan in 2008. 

The location of the tree is not publicized, but I 

figured I could find it anyway. I started hiking 

through woods that would have a canopy height 

around the reported height of the chestnut, and within 

30 minutes I found it---the forest floor was littered 

with lots of burrs, and the tree itself was still in full 

leaf unlike the nearby cottonwoods. I'm glad to say 

the tree looks vigorous and perfectly healthy, with no 

sign of cankers or lesions on the bark of the trunk, 

and no sprouts emerging from the crown of the trunk. 

There are still many burrs on the tree and the foliage 

is still fresh and green. The best height I could get 

was 88.46'(Will got 88' in 2008), but after the leaves 

fall I would think a top at 90'+ might be found.  

 

 

I opened some of the fallen burrs but found no viable 

seeds inside. That might be why they were shed 

early. If able, I'll return in 2 or 3 weeks to see if the 

burrs remaining on the tree, which would likely be 

shed by then, contain any sound nuts. I looked for but 

found no other individuals of the species, so 

pollination for this large tree is likely a problem. 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3088#p12322
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3088#p12322
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12322
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5319&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5320&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5321&mode=view
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Steve Galehouse 

 

#9)  Re: What Projects Are You Working 

On? 

by hamadryad » Tue Oct 04, 2011 1:56 pm  

I have a couple of projects going, they are long term 

studies and i am not shy about talking about them nor 

of anyone proving it before me! answers are the goal 

of communities, so what if some tonka takes credit, 

the truth is whats important, and ametuers tend to 

produce a LOT of new science! 

 

#10)  Re: What Projects Are You 

Working On? 

by edfrank » Tue Oct 04, 2011 3:08 pm  

Hamydryad,  What I am really looking for is to 

achieve a balance of bigger projects and personal 

projects.  If someone is working on a project on his 

own, he can't really take advantage of the expertise, 

knowledge, information and help of the rest of the 

people in the community - unless they know about 

what he is doing.  James Parton, for example is 

interested in the remaining American Chestnut trees 

and efforts to preserve and reintroduce the species. 

 There isn't much formal structure in the project, but 

by designating it as one - everyone knows about what 

he is dong.  Now when people find a large chestnut 

tree, or an interesting historical reference, or link, it is 

added to the project discussions.   

 

The second goal is to attract people doing serious tree 

research to the organization so we can have access to 

their expertise, and so they can tap into the data we 

have collected and the knowledge and experience of 

members of this group.  For this goal, we need to 

have some more formally structured projects and 

publications.  More formalized projects will help 

attract researchers to our group.  We also will have 

more credibility with governmental agencies and this 

can gain us access to places we otherwise would not 

be able to explore.  It will help us get research 

permits in national parks and entrance into private 

estates normally closed to hobbyists. 

 

I think the work we are doing is important - 

designating projects help us better achieve  our 

research goals. 

 

Ed Frank 

 

#11)  Re: What Projects Are You 

Working On? 

by Will Blozan » Tue Oct 04, 2011 8:33 pm  

Ed,  I hear ya- but man, to freely give the last sixteen 

years of my volunteer, hard, bust-ass effort with 

ENTS to just anyone just doesn't sit well with me. 

Some bonehead can access our data, write a paper 

and receive accolades for it with no effort on their 

part (other than a token citation). Sure, it would be 

credible work but it is not US doing it. 

 

I agree, some peer-reviewed stuff would be great but 

much of it currently in the works is being shot down. 

The audience is not receptive. Good data or not, the 

interest is not there yet. 

 

Will Blozan 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=170&t=3004#p12318
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=170&t=3004#p12318
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=170&t=3004#p12318
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=170&t=3004#p12320
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=170&t=3004#p12320
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=170&t=3004#p12320
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=170&t=3004&start=10#p12325
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=170&t=3004&start=10#p12325
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=170&t=3004&start=10#p12325
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5322&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12318
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12320
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12325
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#12)  Re: What Projects Are You 

Working On? 

by edfrank » Wed Oct 05, 2011 1:18 am  

Will, You have a valid point.  I want to see 

publications that use our data be completed by people 

who are actively participating in the ENTS 

organization.  I don't think we should be simply a 

data source for a brief citation - an equivalent of a pat 

on the head like we are a pet dog.  There is data that 

people have personally collected through sweat and 

hard work that warrants being held tight until the 

right circumstances.  But on the other hand there is 

some information that we don't really need to hold 

that tight.  There is material where we would benefit 

from a wider distribution.  I wish I could cite a 

specific example....   I will think about the differences 

between the two and post again later. 

 

Angel Oak, October 2011 

by bbeduhn » Wed Oct 05, 2011 11:24 am  

I didn't have enough time to work on a volume 

measurement, but I did get some pics and threw a 

tape around it.  I got 28' on the nose.  The woman at 

the visitor center said I could measure it but that it 

was 25' 5".  I haven't been able to locate a date for the 

25' 5" measurement.  That could certainly shed some 

more light on a truer approximate age for the oak. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=170&t=3004&start=10#p12331
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=170&t=3004&start=10#p12331
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=170&t=3004&start=10#p12331
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=122&t=3106#p12335
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12331
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12335
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5323&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5324&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5325&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5326&mode=view
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 My daughter, Rosie, looks rather angelic next to the 

Angel Oak. 

                                                      

 

 

Brian Beduhn 

                

New here 

by wmuller » Thu Oct 06, 2011 5:54 pm  

Hello,  I am a retired ‘green’ professional, specialized 

in tree care and urban trees. Nowadays I run a small 

consultant office to stay active in tree care business 

and spent more time to visit monumental trees in 

Scandinavia, Germany and Great Brittain. Before I 

incidentally used a pencil & measure tape, nose-cross 

or the Blume-Leiss apparatus for measuring tree 

heights. 

Nowadays I come more and more in situations I want 

to know the right height of a tree. For that I bought 

last year the Nikon 550A Ranger-Finder. After some 

experiments and talks with college’s (thank you 

Jeroen) I think I am finding the right way to measure 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=3094#p12349
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5327&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5328&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5330&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5329&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12349
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the height of trees with this Nikon 550A.  

 

With pleasure I read the publication ”The Really, 

Really Basics of Laser Rangefinder/Clinometer Tree 

Height Measurements” dated January 12, 2010.  

About the wider beam of the 550A than the 440: can 

anybody tell how wide it is at a certain distance? 

Kind regards, 

Maarten Windemuller 

 

What kind of shrub and tree? 

by Jenny » Thu Oct 06, 2011 2:44 pm  

I need some identification help.  Can you tell from 

the 2 pix what the shrub and tree species are?  The 

cardinal pic may be impossible, but maybe someone 

recognizes it by its berries.  Thanks! 

 

 

 

Jennifer Dudley 

Steve Galehouse wrote:  In the cardinal pic, it's 

perched in a rose, probabaly Rosa multiflora, but 

eating berries from a nightshade plant growing on 

the rose; the berries at the very upper right are rose 

hips, the others are nightshade, Solanum.  The robin 

is in a flowering crab, Malus, but impossible to say 

which variety. 

 
Comments about our webpage on 

Children and Teens 

 Fri Oct 07, 2011 3:44 pm  

Hi Edward! 

 

i just wanted to let you know how I came across your 

page, http://www.nativetreesociety.org/childr ... 

ldrens.htm, while googling "gardening resources". I 

actually found your web page to be pretty useful! I've 

used some of your information towards my class 

lesson, I hope you don't mind. :) 

 

Anyway, my students came across this web page, 

http://www.kremp.com/Butterfly-Flower-G ... 

ticles.htm, and thought it would be a great 

replacement link for "Teaching through Nature" 

under "General Activities and Comments" on your 

web page. :) That link's not working, just so you 

know. Would you mind adding it to your page?  

 

Since you don't have any butterfly garden resources, 

my students really think the visitors of your page 

would find it fun and interesting. They would be so 

thrilled to see their link suggestion up on your page! 

:)  

 

...and even more thrilled because they'd be getting a 

pizza party AND extra credit. You really see kids get 

motivated when extra credit is involved! ;) 

 

Just a friendly suggestion..let me know what you 

think! 

 

Cheers, 

Donna Knowlten 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=38&t=3093#p12348
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=24&t=3098#p12373
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=24&t=3098#p12373
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/childrens/index_childrens.htm
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/childrens/index_childrens.htm
http://www.kremp.com/Butterfly-Flower-Gardening-articles.htm
http://www.kremp.com/Butterfly-Flower-Gardening-articles.htm
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12348
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5335&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5334&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12373
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Tall trees in Sächsische Schweiz National 

Park, Germany Oct 2011 

by Kouta Räsänen » Fri Oct 07, 2011 7:16 am  

I hiked in the Kirnitzsch Valley of Sächsische 

Schweiz National Park again this summer but did not 

find new record trees. However, I thought to post a 

new photo in addition to those took last year. 

                                        

 

The tree in the foreground is Scots pine (Pinus 

sylvestris). In the background: Scots pine - Norway 

Spruce (Picea abies) - silver birch (Betula pendula) 

forest. The north-facing slopes (left) are in Czech 

Republik, and the opposite ones in Germany. 

 

The 50-meter spruce next to the 59.2-meter record 

tree is now dead. 

 

Kouta Räsänen 

. 

 

Re: Tall trees in Sächsische Schweiz 

National Park, Germany 

by dbhguru » Fri Oct 07, 2011 8:54 am  

Kouta,  Thanks for keeping us up on Europe's tall 

trees. Even with the long period of settlement, 

Europe obviously has more to offer than any of us 

over on this side of the pond would have believed. In 

addition, my fondness for the Norway spruce 

continues to grow. What a difference we see when 

this species is given room to grow and an opportunity 

to be all that it can be. The use of Norway spruce in 

the crowded plantations that we see over here often 

reduces this  noble species to little more than the 

equivalent of a chicken in a chicken farm. 

Fortunately, the species has also been widely planted 

as an ornamental, so we can see large Norways with 

their graceful sweeping limb structures. 

Northampton, MA is loaded with fine Norway 

spruces. We need T-shirts that say "I'm Bullish on 

Norway Spruces".  

 

Bob Leverett 

 

Re: Tall trees in Sächsische Schweiz 

National Park, Germany 

by gnmcmartin » Fri Oct 07, 2011 11:15 am  

Bob:    The old saying is, "beauty is in the eye of the 

beholder."  To my eyes, densely planted plantations 

of Norway spruce can be absolutely gorgeous.  I am 

sorry the stand near Glady, WV was cut.  In 20 years 

my own stands will be coming somewhere close to 

matching that beauty (maybe the strain on my land is 

not quite so good)--will I be around?  Or will 

someone after me have them cut. Anyway, I would 

have liked to have visited the Glady stand with you 

and have had some discussion about "forest beauty." 

 Not possible now--sad. 

 

  Anyway, I can see your point--or guess at the cause 

of your distaste--all the dead lower limbs that persist 

for so very long.  At Glady, when I looked upwards, 

my aesthetic sense, or whatever, acted like a 

Photoshop program, and removed them from my 

mental image.  And then I also had to "tune out" the 

fact that 4 out of every 5 trees were dead--overtopped 

by the dominants. The understory was such a mess, 

my wife was not comfortable trying to walk around. 

But she was also able to "tune out" the dead limbs 

and dead smaller trees, sometimes falling over, 

adding to the obstruction, both physical and visual. 

 She insisted that the only word to describe this stand 

of closely planted, unthinned Norway spruce, was 

"majestic."  I looked up at the towering trees with 

their lower living boughs and their weeping foliage, 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=198&t=3108#p12360
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=198&t=3108#p12360
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=198&t=3108#p12363
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=198&t=3108#p12363
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=198&t=3108#p12365
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=198&t=3108#p12365
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12360
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5337&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12363
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12365
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and could think of nothing but the most magnificant 

gothic cathedral, with wonderful green celebratory 

banners hanging from the soaring columns. I spent 

some good time in the magnificent conifer forests of 

our Pacific N.W., but never saw anything, except the 

redwoods, more beautiful than this.  The trees were 

not nearly so large, but for pure gracefulness, the best 

Norway spruce have a beauty all their own. 

 

  Well, maybe I am getting a bit carried away here--a 

very prominent tendency of mine.   

 

  The trees, which were about 78 years old (planted in 

1933) when cut, were at least 140 feet tall (using my 

former guestimation method, which I have since had 

proven to be very accurate).  I think they were headed 

for at least 175--probably more.  The tops of the cut 

trees showed well over a foot per year of new growth. 

They were just starting to show the kind of beauty 

("majesty") possible over time. 

 

  --Gaines McMartin 

There are several more posts in this discussion of 

Norway spruce which are not reproduced here. 

Please click on the link above to follow. 

 

Live Oaks at Bonaventure Cemetary, GA 

- Gallery 

photos by Randy Cyr, Fri Oct 07, 2011 8:43 pm 

 

http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/georgia/b

onaventure.htm 

                                        

 

 

 
 

There is a series of 12 images posted in the gallery. 

 Please click on the url above to see the rest of the 

photos. 

Randy Cyr 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=73&t=3100#p12383
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=73&t=3100#p12383
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/georgia/bonaventure.htm
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/georgia/bonaventure.htm
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Live Oaks on the Beach at Jekyll Island, 

GA 

photo gallery by Randy Cyr, Fri Oct 07, 2011 8:48 

pm 

http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/georgia/b

onaventure/jeckyll.htm 

                                        

 

 

This is a nine image gallery posted on the NTS 

website.  Please click on the url above to check it out. 

Randy Cyr 

 

Hoh Rainforest, Olympic National Park, 

WA Gallery 

by Randy Cyr, Fri Oct 07, 2011 8:58 pm  

http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/us_west/w

ashington/cyr_hoh/cyr_hoh.htm

 

 

 

This is a twenty image gallery posted on the NTS 

website.  Please click on the url above to check out 

the images. 

Randy Cyr 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=73&t=3101#p12384
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=73&t=3101#p12384
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/georgia/bonaventure/jeckyll.htm
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/georgia/bonaventure/jeckyll.htm
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=129&t=3102#p12385
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=129&t=3102#p12385
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/us_west/washington/cyr_hoh/cyr_hoh.htm
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/us_west/washington/cyr_hoh/cyr_hoh.htm
http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/us_west/washington/cyr_hoh/cyr_hoh.htm
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Central Park Fall Migration ( trees!!) 

by Jenny » Sat Oct 08, 2011 3:11 pm  

I've been frustrated, amazed, and overwhelmed this 

season in Central Park by the Fall Migration (just ask 

Andrew Joslin how often I need bird ID - and now 

I'm starting in on Steve Galehouse with "perch" id...) 

 

http://vimeo.com/30237318  

 

But I cobbled together a video of the Fall so far (do 

we still capitalize the seasons?) Music starts soft then 

gets louder.  Wish I had lengthened the time for each 

shot.  

 

Jenny Dudley 

 

Re: Tracey Ridge Chestnuts 

by Rand » Sat Oct 08, 2011 6:11 pm  

I returned to the tracy ridge area on the weekend of 

October 1, and was too late to get nuts from the 

campground trees.  I talked to two guys walking the 

loop and they said they came down the previous 

weekend (sept 24-25).  The nuts were in fact good 

but they couldn't decide if they were chestnuts or 

hazelnuts.  The group camp loop also has a number 

of promising sized trees, but none bore any burs.  I 

think the trick is that a tree needs to get light on all 

sides of a fairly symmetrical canopy.  Simply 

slithering around the edges into a light gap doesn't 

seem to do it. 

 

Despite the miserable weather, I was able to locate 2 

large chestnuts between checkpoints 3 & 17 on the 

Tracy Ridge trail system: 

                                        

 

This site is notable because unlike most chestnut 

remnants these trees were located with the flat 

bottom of fairly sheltered cove: 

 

The site itself was dominated by well developed 

white oaks (~2' dbh x ~110' high), whose open shade 

apparently allowed a few chesnut sprouts to persist in 

the understory and eventually grow into the canopy. 

 Two were located in the shade of a large white oak 

and one grew 62' in it's shade, while the other 

intruded an eye popping 89' right up into it's crown:  

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=53&t=3109&p=12401#p12401
http://vimeo.com/30237318
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=149&t=2789#p12405
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12401
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12405
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5351&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5352&mode=view
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With this aggressive, shade tolerant behavior it's easy 

to envision how chestnuts were able to dominate sites 

currently occupied by oaks in Appalachia. 

 

A second 82' tree of similar size found a small 

canopy gap to make itself at home.  This tree 

apparently found enough light to bear a decent crop 

of burs.  Judging by the size of the nut scars and the 

presence of other nearby chestnut trees, I'm guessing 

that the nuts were viable but there were none left to 

confirm this: 

                                        

 

Finally a third, 62' tree was located under the same 

white oak as the 89' foot tree.  Although the crown 

looked healthy, the butt was showing signs of blight 

infestation: 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5359&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5358&mode=view
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On a related note, a canker has killed off 90% of the 

crown of the largest remaining chestnut in cook 

forest.  I was there two seasons ago and noticed some 

odd sprouting on the trunk.  It appears that just like 

american elm an apparently 'resistant' tree can 

abruptly go down. 

Rand Brown 

 

                                        

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5355&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5353&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5356&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5357&mode=view
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Planned Daytime Activities on October 

15, 2011 

         For those of you who like to frolic in the forest, 

here is my husband Bob Leverett's description of 

daytime activities of the Eastern Native Tree Society 

on Saturday October 15: 

 

         We will meet at the Zoar Gap picnic area at 

10:00AM and walk to the Elders Grove where we'll 

pause to watch Will Blozan and Bart Bouricius climb 

the 166-foot tall Tecumseh Tree to model it as part of 

a science research project. We'll discuss the ecology 

of the surrounding forest, the historic importance of 

the area, and look at outstanding trees. At around 

3:30PM we'll leave the area and return to The 

Charlemont Inn, where rainforest researcher Bart 

Bouricius will present a slideshow on rainforest 

giants of the tropics, and his climbs into the canopy. 

From about 5:15-6:00PM we'll have Happy Hour, 

followed by dinner at 6:00PM and by a program of 

music, poetry and prose at 7:30PM. For dinner 

reservations ($25, not including drinks), please email 

dbhguru@comcast.net. 

 

         To reach the Zoar picnic area please use the 

following directions: 

 

From the center of Charlemont, MA on State Route 

#2, go approximately 2 miles west to the Zoar-Rowe 

Road on the right (also known as River Road). You 

reach the road just before crossing the Deerfield 

River. Turn right and go another 2.6 miles (or close 

to that) to a Y where you bear left (right fork goes to 

Rowe). Shortly after bearing left, you go under a 

railroad pass. There will be a pool of water you have 

to drive through. Don't worry, just go slow. They 

deepened the bottom so large trucks carrying fill 

could get under the RR overpass. Drive for about a 

mile to the north end of the picnic area on the left. It 

is just before the bridge crossing the Deerfield River. 

You are at Zoar Gap. Find a parking spot near the 

Port-a-potties. We'll all assemble there. 

 

         ENTS is hosting a Forest Summit Conference at 

Holyoke Community College on October 13 and 14 

(www.hcc.edu/news/events/annual-events/forest-

summit) if any of you are interested.  I hope you can 

join us for all or some of these events. 

 

Best wishes, Monica Jakuc Leverett 

 

The 7th Annual Forest Summit Poster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=3113#p12433
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=3113#p12433
mailto:dbhguru@comcast.net
http://www.hcc.edu/news/events/annual-events/forest-summit
http://www.hcc.edu/news/events/annual-events/forest-summit
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=2948&start=10#p12439
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5374&mode=view
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Audubon Zoo New Orleans La Live Oaks 

by Larry Tucei » Mon Oct 10, 2011 9:11 am  

NTS,      I and a friend visited the Audubon Zoo in 

New Orleans this weekend to measure the Martha 

Washington Live Oak. The tree was registered on the 

Louisiana Live Oak Society in 1934 and is number 7 

on the listing. Audubon Zoo is loaded with many 

Live Oaks in the 16-18’ CBH range and around 150 

years old.  

After walking through the Zoo and taking in all the 

animal exhibits we located the two largest Live Oaks. 

They grow in the eastern region of the Zoo and are 

both around 200-250 years old. The Martha 

Washington measured CBH-24-4”, Height-43’ and 

Spread-99’ x 120’. This tree is climbed by almost 

every child that walks by for it had one limb twisting 

the ground that made for easy access.   

The second Oak which is just west from the M. 

Washington across a paved path has slightly larger 

trunk but is not as old. I’ll have to research the name 

of this tree. I’ll call it the Audubon Zoo Oak for now. 

The tree measured CBH-25’, Height-54’ and Spread-

105’ x 137’. After spending about 3 hours at the zoo 

it was time to head west for the Destrehan Plantion 

for some really big trees more to come. Some photos 

of the trees, plants and picture one for Jenny. 

 http://www.auduboninstitute.org/visit/zoo         

Larry Tucei 

 

Oaks at Zoo 

 

Flamingo 

 

Ponytail Palm 

 

Century Plant 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=3111#p12424
http://www.auduboninstitute.org/visit/zoo
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12424
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5368&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5367&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5366&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5365&mode=view


eNTS: The Magazine of the Native Tree Society - Volume 1, Number 10, October 2011 

 

 

32 

 

 

Bamboo 

 

Martha Washington Oak 

 

Martha Washington Oak 

 

Audubon Zoo Oak 

 

Audubon Zoo Oak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5364&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5363&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5362&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5361&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5360&mode=view
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Swiss Tree hunter Michel Brunner 

by edfrank » Mon Oct 10, 2011 6:06 pm  

Swiss Tree hunter Michel Brunner.. 

 

http://www.videoportal.sf.tv/video?id=2213060c-

729c-4b67-bca8-2fbf809e01c1 

 

The son and heir:  Why Michel Brunner devotes his 

life to the giant trees. 

Giant trees of Switzerland 

 

Unknown natural wonders of the world – a homage 

to the "gentle giants". 

 

Michel Brunner, a graphic artist and author of "Giant 

Trees of Switzerland", has been measuring and 

photographing giant trees in Europe for more than ten 

years. He has listed more than 2,000 trees, of which 

more than 1,000 are in Switzerland. (Photos: Michel 

Brunner and André Hübscher; selected by Rolf 

Amiet, swissinfo.ch) 

 

http://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/multimedia/picture_gall

ery/Giant_trees_of_Switzerland.html?cid=7661616&

sb=fb 

THE SECRET OF OUR FORESTS 

 

Narrated by Bruno Ganz 

http://www.docmine.ch/das_geheimnis_unserer_wael

der.25.html?clang=0 

 

Our forest. He fascinates and frightens, it benefits, 

delights and sometimes makes troubles. Once broken 

in and looted, he again covered a third of 

Switzerland. But how much space we vacate the 

forest in our modern life yet? "The secret of our 

forest" is the discovery of a valued friend's strange 

and sometimes wild, with stories told in fascinating 

images from the forest of impressive people in the 

forest. And a gripping journey through four seasons. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7v7xwW3LBzw 

 

Re: External Baseline Method 

by dbhguru » Mon Oct 10, 2011 3:57 pm  

NTS,  Several days ago, I performed another test of 

EBM. The first baseline was 31.9 feet in length and 

the target was 73 feet above eye level from the closer 

end of the baseline. The TP360 gave a height of 73.0 

feet. The EBM yielded 72.8. A second test used a 

baseline 37.9 feet in length for a target of 70.5 feet 

above eye level at the nearer end of the baseline. 

EBM yielded 71.5 feet for a 1.0 foot difference. The 

average of the two is a 0.5-foot difference, which is 

exactly what my long term average is. EBM works! 

That said, it is not exactly a breeze to employ. Its 

value is limited to certain situations, but it is a stand-

in for the laser-based sine-sine method when the 

measurer can't get reliable laser returns.  

 

  After the conference and rendezvous, I'll complete a 

spreadsheet which will allow one to investigate 

height errors from any combination of angle and 

baseline distance errors. It has to be done via a 

program or spreadsheet. The formulas involved are 

far too cumbersome to be applied with a simple 

calculator. 

 

  EBM is not for a measurer who just wants to get 

into the ball park. EBM is for folks who need to 

breathe the rarified air accompanying the 

achievement of higher levels of accuracy, but who 

don't possess a laser rangefinder. A clinometer, tape 

measure, and two tripods or equivalents are needed. 

A plumb bob is useful to align the baseline and the 

target. The following diagram shows the method with 

formula. I have the formula programmed into my 

iPhone 4. Piece of cake - well, a heck of a big piece. 

Robert Leverett 

 

 

                                        

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=45&t=3114#p12436
http://www.videoportal.sf.tv/video?id=2213060c-729c-4b67-bca8-2fbf809e01c1
http://www.videoportal.sf.tv/video?id=2213060c-729c-4b67-bca8-2fbf809e01c1
http://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/multimedia/picture_gallery/Giant_trees_of_Switzerland.html?cid=7661616&sb=fb
http://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/multimedia/picture_gallery/Giant_trees_of_Switzerland.html?cid=7661616&sb=fb
http://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/multimedia/picture_gallery/Giant_trees_of_Switzerland.html?cid=7661616&sb=fb
http://www.docmine.ch/das_geheimnis_unserer_waelder.25.html?clang=0
http://www.docmine.ch/das_geheimnis_unserer_waelder.25.html?clang=0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7v7xwW3LBzw
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=3002#p12432
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12436
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12432
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Measuring Low Branching Trees:  

(Destrehan Plantation Live Oaks, LA) 

by lucager1483 » Tue Oct 11, 2011 1:04 pm  

Larry,  Great pictures.  Beautiful trees.  Thanks for 

your work.  You've probably addressed this issue 

before, but how do you go about measuring cbh on 

the oaks that branch below breast height?  Is it an "as 

close as possible" situation or do you use a different 

standard than normal?  I'm curious mostly because 

I've been wanting to measure some black willows, 

but many of the trees in NY branch at or near ground 

level.  Maybe there is no acceptable method for these 

kinds of trees.  Any help or comments would be 

 appreciated.   

 

Elijah 

 

Re: Measuring Low Branching Trees 

(Destrehan Plantation Live Oaks, LA) 

by Larry Tucei » Tue Oct 11, 2011 1:55 pm  

Elijah,  Many times  lower limbs or burls are in the 

4'6" height above ground.  I measure under those 

points to get a more accurate meaurement of the trees 

trunk. In some cases I've had to meaure the Cir. at 

ground level. For example the Wallace Oak has 2 

huge limbs at the 4' 6" point so I went under them 

and pulled around the trunk. Another example the 

E.O Hunt Oak I measured it at ground level. I believe 

Ed has a section on measuring on this site and on the 

older web site.  Larry 

 

E.O. Hunt Oak 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=3115#p12445
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=3115#p12445
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=3115#p12447
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=3115#p12447
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5372&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12445
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12447
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5390&mode=view
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Wallace Oak

Dancing woolly aphids, OH 

by Steve Galehouse » Tue Oct 11, 2011 7:53 pm  

NTS- I went tree hunting with friends on Sunday, and 

encountered a lot of beech infested with woolly 

aphids-----and they were "dancing'', moving as if 

blown by wind, even though thee was no breeze. 

Some of the branches were encased with the insects, 

and many trunks were stained black, as if the were 

scorched by fire, due to a fungus acting on the 

secretions the aphids released. I read up on them; 

called "beech blight aphids", but they seem less 

harmful than the name implies, and they are not a 

vector for beech blight disease. A photo attached, as 

well as a link to a Youtube video I found. 

 

Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iX-

UXLviqxI 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=3117#p12451
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iX-UXLviqxI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iX-UXLviqxI
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5389&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12451
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5391&mode=view
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Steve Galehouse 

 

Big Live Oak of Yesteryear, LA 

by Larry Tucei » Wed Oct 12, 2011 5:03 pm  

NTS,  Giant Live Oak in St. Martin Parish - biggest 

oak in captivity - 33 feet 4 inches in circumference, 

four feet above the ground, on the farm of Mrs. 

Arnaud Robert, ten miles from Lafayette. 

Photographed September 28, 1930. Tape measure 

showing diameter of ten feet 7 inches being held by 

Miss Jeanne Leblanc and Del Goulas. I'll have to find 

out if it's still around, I doubt it. You get some Idea of 

how large the Live Oaks of old would have been. 

This tree would be in the 300+ year old range and in 

1600-1630 not many Europeans were in south 

Louisiana. Did Indians plant it or was it natural?  No 

records from then!  I would love to measure a 

monster like this!   Larry 

 

Photo Competition Entry Critiques? 

by Jenny » Wed Oct 12, 2011 4:58 am  

ENTS, Amateur though I am I thought I would send 

some pix (12/month until April) to the Humboldt 

Institute (Natural History Research and Education - 

they publish the Northeastern Natural and 

Southeastern Naturalist Journals) in Maine. 

 

Wanted to see if I could get some feedback or just a 

thumbs up or thumbs down on potential submissions. 

 And even some cropping suggestions, as well as 

saturation, shadows, lightness, contrast. And 

vegetation ID!!! 

 

I need to check with Andrew whether the bird is a 

ruby-crowned or a golden-crowned kinglet, and, 

again, any help with vegetation ID would be greatly 

appreciated (what are those berries? Service 

Berries?). Thank god, I do know the first pic is a 

London Plane.... Thank you! 

 

Jenny Dudley 

 

Here are 2 I'm considering sending: 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=3120#p12477
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=53&t=3119#p12457
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12477
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5402&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12457
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5395&mode=view
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Hemenway State Forest New Hampshire 

Ramble 10/8/2011 

by Jazzbeaux » Wed Oct 12, 2011 10:16 pm  

My wife and I celebrated our 23 wedding anniversary 

by coming up to New Hampshire for Columbus Day 

Weekend.  We were blessed with much better 

weather than what we had 23 years agowhen we 

came up to Whites for our honeymoon.  I've wanted 

to explore the Hemenway State Forest for a long 

time.  A ramble in this forest seemed to be the perfect 

hike for my wife Alli who has knee and ankle issues. 

 We parked at parking area located on Great Hill 

Road so we could visit the old Fire Tower and check 

out the foliage. 

 

 

Views from the top included entire Sandwich Range 

to the north and Ossipee Range to the south.  Only fly 

in the ointment was the wasp nest somewhere near 

the top so we had to share the tower with a dozen or 

so buzzing hornets.  Here is sample of some of the 

photos taken. 

 

Passaconaway and Mt Paugus  

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=102&t=3121#p12478
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=102&t=3121#p12478
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5394&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12478
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Mount Chocorua 

 

 

 

Having no trail map I wasn't sure where to go so we 

descended via Peg King Trail.  It was steep at first, 

but before long it became less steep and the trees 

became more interesting.  This is a very nice climax 

forest!  And it goes on for quite a ways.  We kept 

alert for the Tamworth Pine, but in mean time we 

observed tens of fine specimens of pines & hemlocks. 

  

 

 

I love to look up at the many side branches spiraling 

in all directions.  This is an American Hemlock. 

 Wooly algelids (thank God) don't appear to be a 

problem here. 
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We observed many giants with twin trunks like this 

White Pine. 

 

 

We came to junction with the Betty Steel Trail which 

was a loop trail.  We didn't have time to do the whole 

loop.  We had to pick one leg and hike it.  Hopefully 

we'd find the Tamworth Pine.  We found this one big 

white pine that was far bigger than any of the trees 

we'd seen so far.  The tree's girth is almost exactly 

three outstretched arm spans at least 16 feet.  It could 

have been the Tamworth Pine. 

 

 

 



eNTS: The Magazine of the Native Tree Society - Volume 1, Number 10, October 2011 

 

 

40 

 

We arrived at the bridge crossing the Swift River and 

crossed it and arrived at Rt 113.  We found a mailbox 

containing trail maps for Big Pines Natural Area.  We 

walked along Route 113 and located a woodland road 

enabling us to regain the hill via very gentle walk 

along the woods road.  We spotted this cute little 

baby pine.  Who knows what will become of this 

little guy?  What a nice place!  Well worth re-

visiting! 

 

 

R. D. Caron 

 

Acer Aspire One Netbook for Fieldwork 

by edfrank » Tue Oct 11, 2011 9:56 pm  

Many of the NTS members have fancy Smart Phones, 

such as the iPhone, or have iPads and the like.  They 

can use these in the field to aid in their tree 

measurement exploits and explorations.  I have 

decided to explore another alternative – I purchased a 

mini-netbook computer and am going to load it with 

what I need for use in the field.  I have been 

considering this for some time, and finally decided to 

go ahead and buy one.  I am not sure why I made the 

purchase now.  I am not getting out in the field much, 

perhaps it was consumer therapy for depression. 

 

There are advantages to either option.  Consider the 

iPhone.  It has built in GPS, digital camera, high 

definition video camera, thousands of apps, many 

directly applicable to outdoor activities.  It can be 

used as a cell phone, can connect to the web via cell 

many place.  It is small and integrated into a easily 

portable package.  Drawbacks are the expensive to 

hideously over-the-air data rates.  The netbook on the 

other hand cost me just $170 dollars.  It is a fully 

functioning computer on which I can run all of the 

software I normally use.  It has a 250 GB hard drive. 

 It has a full keyboard.  Drawbacks are that it is larger 

than an iPhone, it doesn’t have cell phone capabilities 

and I can’t connect to the web via cell using the 

device.  It does not have a quality built in video 

camera, camera, or GPS.  On the other hand I have a 

better camera, a better video camera, and likely a 

better GPS than is built into the iPhone already.  I can 

use the laptop as a massive storage device for the 

video and photos I shoot.  I will post periodically 

about how things go with the netbook as a field tool.   

About the Acer Aspire One D255E:  Acer Aspire 

One D255E is a mini laptop comes with a 10.1 1024 

x 600 LED-backlight display, a 1.66GHz Intel Atom 

N455 processor, an Intel GMA 3150 graphics card, a 

1GB DDR3 RAM, a 250GB hard drive, a 1.3-

megapixel webcam, WiFi, a 3-cell battery and runs 

on Windows 7 Starter OS.   

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=194&t=3118#p12452
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12452
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For more details here is a full list of the specs for the 

device: 

                                        

 

The device can be purchased for around $250 in 

many stores.  I decided to try to buy one from eBay 

and save some money.  I purchased one from a 

Canadian company called Surplus By Design for a 

cost of $170, including shipping.  It took a couple of 

weeks to get here.  I was really upset with the 

company.  They shipped me a laptop with a French 

only version of Windows 7 Starter installed – one 

that would not even take English Language packs. 

 All of the correspondence was in English and there 

was no indication anywhere in the lists or 

correspondence indicating it would be in French. 

 This was bullshit French culture games being played 

by the company instead of dealing fairly with the 

customer.  After a rather unpleasant email from me 

they offered to replace the computer with one in 

English, allow me to return it, or they would give me 

an additional discount on the purchase price.  The 

purchase was through eBay – the price was good, I 

won't tell you not to buy from them, just make sure 

they promise to ship you one with an English version 

of Windows 7 starter.   

 

It upset me more because of the disingenuousness of 

the act than because it caused me that bad of a 

problem. I got another copy of  Windows 7 Starter 

and reinstalled it over the existing installation.  The 

activation code for the French version included was 

valid, so I just needed to use that code to activate the 

English version of the software.   If you get a copy 

with an English version of the software, you will not 

need to do this, but then again you might want to just 

to get a clean system to start. 

 

During the reinstallation of Windows 7 process I lost 

the preinstalled software that was on the machine, but 

for most of it, it was not a loss.  These machines and 

any new computer are filled up with crap demo stuff 

that needs to be removed anyway.  The only loss 

really was a version of Word 2010 ad Excel 2010.  I 

had planned on installing my Microsoft Office 2007 

Home and Student suite that included the 2007 

version or Word, Excel, and Powerpoint.  I wanted 

the same versions on both of my computers.   

 

There are drivers for most of the hardware built into 

Windows 7, so the computer will start and boot fine 

without any additional preparation on your part.  The 

network and wireless drivers are not among those 

included in Windows 7.  To install these, go to 

Control Panel - Device Manager and look for the 

three items with the yellow exclamation points. 

 Click on one of them  - click on the driver tab – 

choose update driver then chose to browse for driver 

location on the next screen.  The drivers for these 

three devices are in windows.old/system32.  Browse 

to this directory and then let the computer search for 

the correct driver among those present.  Do this for 

each device.  After these are installed you can 

connect to a wireless network if one is available. 

 There are some additional drivers or newer drivers 

available from the Acer website here: 

 http://us.acer.com/ac/en/US/content/support  but 

some only apply if you have a wireless 3G card, etc.   

Work through the menu to select your particular 

model.  I downloaded and installed the Intel Chipset 

driver, the Intel SATA AHCI Driver, and Realtek 

Audio Driver, and I also downloaded the Acer 

ePower Management Application.  Others can be 

downloaded as needed. 

 

The original preloaded software had a 30 day trial of 

Mcafee Antivirus on the system.  I lost this, but there 

are many  good free antivirus programs available. 

http://us.acer.com/ac/en/US/content/support
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 Look for legitimate downloads from Cnet from here: 

 http://download.cnet.com/windows/   If the program 

is not available from this site, I would be skeptical 

that it is a legitimate program and would be afraid it 

was malware or a virus.  I chose to install Microsoft 

Security Essentials http://www.microsoft.com/en-

us/security ... fault.aspx from the anti-virus options 

although there are several other good and popular 

anti-virus programs available at Cnet.  Installing this 

security program was the first thing I did after the 

driver installations.  Don’t browse the web until you 

have protection.  At this point, no matter where you 

got the computer, and whether or not you opted to 

reinstall the operating system, you really should 

spend the next few hours getting windows updates, 

and updates for Microsoft Security Essentials to 

make sure your computer is protected. 

 

The next step was to add what other software was 

needed as a base starting point for intended use.  The 

laptop has a built in webcam and microphone.  I 

wanted to be able to use this device, perhaps to 

record some quick notes in the field, or to video chat. 

 Whatever – it is on the computer, so I want it to 

work.  The best option for free that  I found was 

Debut Video Capture Software 1.63  It is produced 

by NCH Software.  If you go to their site, or to CNet, 

the only option I could find was a full professional 

version of the software that has a price of   If you 

download it, you can install this program, but buring 

the installation be sure to watch for check boxes or it 

will install a toolbar and change your default home 

page.  In addition this full version  it will add links 

and download starters for other NCH programs to 

your menu list.  It is a trial version that will only 

work for a short period of time unless you purchase 

the software or downgrade it to the free version. 

 After installing this professional version, if you go to 

Control Panel – Programs and features you can click 

to uninstall the program.  When you do this, you are 

given the option to downgrade to the free version. 

 You can downgrade to the free version, but some of 

the crap will still be left on the computer.  A better 

option is to go to one of  many sites that will let you 

directly download the free version of the software. 

 Softpedia is one source: 

 http://www.softpedia.com/get/Multimedia ... 

ture.shtml  or from here: 

http://www.freenew.net/windows/debut-vi ... 

/26924.htm  Both will download the free version 

1.63.  These will install the free version without the 

need to do the downgrade process, and without the 

other junk being added to your menu, but you still 

need to watch for the check boxes during installation. 

 Still in spite of this nonsense, it is a worthwhile 

program to install on the netbook. 

 

I want to be able to write notes in the field, to run 

spreadsheets, and maybe hook up to a projector 

 using a PowerPoint presentation.  I opted to install a 

version of Microsoft Office.  A free alternative to 

office, that writes office compatible documents and 

spreadsheets in Open office.  It can be downloaded 

from here:   http://download.cnet.com/OpenOffice-

org ... ag=mncol;1  

 

I wanted to be able to view and do some basic editing 

of photographs I have taken.  I have many photo 

editing programs on my home computer.  The 

workhorse of the bunch is Thumbs Plus by Cerious. 

 It is a commercial program and not free, but since 

 have a license, I installed it on the netbook.  I highly 

recommend a program call irfanview as a free 

alternative.  It is available here: 

http://www.irfanview.com/  It is a small easy to use 

program that will work fine for quick manipulations 

in field.  A heavier duty free image editor is one 

called GIMP  http://download.cnet.com/GIMP/3000-

2192 ... ag=mncol;1   It is described as “One of the 

most powerful general-purpose image editors around, 

the upgrades make the GNU Image Manipulation 

Program eminently comparable to Photoshop.” 

 

You will want to play the videos you create with your 

webcam or camera on your netbook.  Windows 

media player really stinks, so. There is only one 

program to consider VLC Media Player 

http://download.cnet.com/VLC-Media-Play ... 

ag=mncol;1   It plays about every type of video out 

there including HDC video of many of the newer 

camcorders.   

 

Windows Live Essentials: 

 http://explore.live.com/windows-live-essentials This 

is suite of applications from Microsoft that includes a 

Windows Live Mail email program, Movie Maker, 

and Windows messenger.  There is a bunch of other 

stuff included which are mostly useless, and some 

http://download.cnet.com/windows/
http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/security_essentials/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/security_essentials/default.aspx
http://www.softpedia.com/get/Multimedia/Video/Other-VIDEO-Tools/Debut-Video-Capture.shtml
http://www.softpedia.com/get/Multimedia/Video/Other-VIDEO-Tools/Debut-Video-Capture.shtml
http://www.freenew.net/windows/debut-video-capture-software-160/26924.htm
http://www.freenew.net/windows/debut-video-capture-software-160/26924.htm
http://download.cnet.com/OpenOffice-org/3000-18483_4-10263109.html?tag=mncol;1
http://download.cnet.com/OpenOffice-org/3000-18483_4-10263109.html?tag=mncol;1
http://www.irfanview.com/
http://download.cnet.com/GIMP/3000-2192_4-10073935.html?tag=mncol;1
http://download.cnet.com/GIMP/3000-2192_4-10073935.html?tag=mncol;1
http://download.cnet.com/VLC-Media-Player/3000-13632_4-10267151.html?tag=mncol;1
http://download.cnet.com/VLC-Media-Player/3000-13632_4-10267151.html?tag=mncol;1
http://explore.live.com/windows-live-essentials
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like trying to install the Bing Bar which is really 

annoying.  It is useful to be able to check your email 

when you have a wifi access point.  You can set up 

Windows Live Mail to not download the messages 

from the server, so that they can still be downloaded 

from your home computer.  Windows Maker is a 

basic movie editor, and Microsoft messenger is a chat 

client.  These have some utility.  Uncheck as much as 

possible of the rest before downloading or installing. 

 Messenger will want you to log in.  If you do so, set 

it to not start when Windows first starts.  You don’t 

need it t be connected all the time and it will 

unnecessarily drain system resources when not in 

use.   

 

Adobe acrobat reader and Adobe Flash Player: 

 http://www.adobe.com/  You will want to be able to 

view pdf documents on your laptop and view flash 

videos on the web.  Go to the site above and 

download and install them.   

 

Google Earth 

 http://www.google.com/earth/download/ge/agree.ht

ml  This will let you view the world in maps, air 

photos, etc.  You may not be able to connect when 

you are in the field, but you can download maps you 

want before you go, or from where ever you have 

access.  When  installed, it warned that the screen 

resolution was not high enough, but it works anyway 

– the resolution is 1024 x 600 rather than 1024 x 768, 

but it works anyway.  To go with Google Earth, a 

good screen capture program is a must.  I recommend 

Screen Hunter Free: 

 http://download.cnet.com/ScreenHunter-F ... 

ag=mncol;9  

 

Compression Utility:  As you download and share 

files, you will need a program to compress and 

uncompress various types of archives.  The highest 

rated free program is one called 7-Zip: 

 http://download.cnet.com/7-Zip/3000-225 ... 

torsreview  It handles many compression formats: 

 Packing / unpacking: 7z, XZ, BZIP2, GZIP, TAR, 

ZIP and WIM.  Unpacking only: ARJ, CAB, CHM, 

CPIO, CramFS, DEB, DMG, FAT, HFS, ISO, LZH, 

LZMA, MBR, MSI, NSIS, NTFS, RAR, RPM, 

SquashFS, UDF, VHD, WIM, XAR and Z. That 

covers pretty much everything yo might normally 

encounter. 

 

System Utility:  To keep your system running well 

and to correct problems try WinUtilities Free Edition: 

 http://download.cnet.com/WinUtilities-F ... 

ag=mncol;1  It is one I run regularly on my home 

computer.   

 

Malware Utility: In addition to anti-virus and general 

protection another maintenance program that is 

useful to identify and remove spam, trojans, and 

malware from your computer is Malware Bytes Anti-

Malware: http://download.cnet.com/Malwarebytes-A 

... ag=mncol;3 It has about the highest rating from the 

editors at Cnet among the free spyware programs and 

I would recommend it. 

 

I am sure that there will be other programs added to 

the system as time passes, but these are a good start. 

 I also spent some time adjusting system settings.  I 

wonder what brain dead team of technicians at 

Microsoft decided that nobody want to see the 

extensions for known file types?  If you can’t see the 

extension, how can you tell what type of file it might 

be?  Likely the same ones that decided to not show 

the menus on the folders and Internet Explorer.  After 

several more tweaks of this nature the setup of the 

system is done. 

 

What to put on the computer? 

 

There are dozens of older tree identification guides 

available for http://www.archive.org as pdf files.  I 

can add dozens to the netbook to use as references.  I 

can download photos, trip reports, site descriptions, 

and maps for any site I want to visit and carry them 

with me.  I can have high resolution photos and open 

them in the field with the laptop.  I am really looking 

now for good downloadable field guides to birds, 

flowers, fungi, non-flowering plants, shrubs, herbs, 

insects, etc. as pdf files or other similar e-format so I 

will be able to access them when out there. 

 Suggestions are welcome. 

 

When in the field, I can use the netbook to write 

quick notes, or long essays with word or notepad.  I 

can dump photos and videos from my cameras onto 

the netbook’s hard drive for storage and viewing on a 

screen large enough to see them.  I can do quick 

http://www.adobe.com/
http://www.google.com/earth/download/ge/agree.html
http://www.google.com/earth/download/ge/agree.html
http://download.cnet.com/ScreenHunter-Free/3000-2192_4-10063246.html?tag=mncol;9
http://download.cnet.com/ScreenHunter-Free/3000-2192_4-10063246.html?tag=mncol;9
http://download.cnet.com/7-Zip/3000-2250_4-10045185.html?tag=mncol;1#editorsreview
http://download.cnet.com/7-Zip/3000-2250_4-10045185.html?tag=mncol;1#editorsreview
http://download.cnet.com/WinUtilities-Free-Edition/3000-18512_4-75021441.html?tag=mncol;1
http://download.cnet.com/WinUtilities-Free-Edition/3000-18512_4-75021441.html?tag=mncol;1
http://download.cnet.com/Malwarebytes-Anti-Malware/3000-8022_4-10804572.html?tag=mncol;3
http://download.cnet.com/Malwarebytes-Anti-Malware/3000-8022_4-10804572.html?tag=mncol;3
http://www.archive.org/
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processing of field data if I desire to get a better idea 

of how measurements are going in the field.  I can 

have tabulations of big trees and species present.   I 

hope I can make some use of these abilities. 

 

Accessories for the Computer 

 

There is more stuff I have or want to have as 

accessories for the netbook.  The first purchase was a 

9-cell battery that will extend my unplugged time an 

additional 9 hours or so on battery power alone.  This 

cost about $40.   

I want to carry the netbook with me into the field so I 

want to protect it from water.  I occasionally use a 

canoe to reach sites, so this is important.  I bought a 

packet of dry sacks to wrap the computer.  I bought 

an $8 soft padded case the netbook as well.  With the 

use of ziplock bags, the dry sack, and the soft case 

the netbook should be safe from normal weather and 

even an occasional dunking when sealed up. 

 

I really dislike touchpad’s even though this netbook 

has a decent one, so I bought a small portable mouse 

to take along (I really should have bought a full sized 

mouse as the small one feels uncomfortable, but I 

will get used to it). 

 

Flash drives are a must to install software in a system 

without a DVD drive.  I already have several and 

used one to install the Windows 7 software and other 

major software.  It is useful to exchange files from 

one computer to another sans network.   

 

There are GPS units available that are the size of a 

flash drive that pug into a USB port.  I may look into 

buying one eventually or maybe just buying a serial-

to-USB adapter for my existing GPS unit.   

There is one other upgrade I will likely perform on 

the netbook computer.  It currently has a single 

memory slot using a 1 GB ram module.  I will 

upgrade this to 2 GB of memory when I get a 

reasonable deal  (I really haven't looked yet).  this is 

the maximu memory that can be installed on this 

system. In this model it require a major disassembly 

of the laptop to get at the memory module to change 

it.  It might intimidates some people, but I have been 

building and repairing computers for over twenty 

years, so I don't anticipate any major problems. 2 GB 

laptop chips cost around $25 dollars or so. To add the 

memory I will need to backtrack the OS to Windows 

XP Pro from Windows 7 Starter.  XP takes less ystem 

resources anyway and wil support the 2 GB memory 

chip. 

 

There may be other things I find I want as time goes 

by.  I don’t see any real need for an external DVD 

writer.  I have power inverters to use the normal AC 

charger that came with the unit, so I don’t need a DC 

charger adapter.   

 

I hope to do a brief field test this weekend, if things 

are alright here at home and the weather is OK. 

 

Ed Frank 

 

Preserving banana trunk cross sections? 

My name is Cat Olin and I am trying to gain info on 

how to preserve the "trunk" of the banana plant in 

cross sections. My inspiration is the "Banana Leaf 

Wall Panel" from Pier One Imports. I'm hoping the 

link below will show you a picture of it; if not, the 

item can easily be found on the Pier One website.  

 
I actually would like to duplicate the item I saw at 

Pier One. I live amid a small forest of banana trees 

here in San Antonio, TX. They will have to be cut 

down in the near future and this year I'd like to make 

the most of the "waste". I found an article on your 

site about preserving cross sections of actual trees, so 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=174&t=3122#p12479
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I thought maybe y'all could help. I've not been able to 

find anything online about the process and I'm this 

close to just going to Africa and asking the artists 

themselves! :)    The banana plant has a lot of sap, so 

I'm just not sure how to proceed.   Thanks for your 

time, 

 

Cat Olin 

 

Asian LongHorned Beetles 

by harmonyhillbill » Mon Oct 10, 2011 11:16 pm  

My name is Bill, and I was the first one to discover 

the Asian Longhorned Beetle in Ohio. Our Autumn 

Blaze Maple trees were discovered as infested in 

early June of 2011. We have a 70 acre Nationally 

Certified Wildlife Habitat farm, vineyards and 

winery. The USDA and ODA have already identified 

and tagged >3000 trees that will have to be destroyed 

in our little township alone. I have started a tree 

initiative to help garner government funds to have 

our trees replaced. If anyone has any experience with 

this type of grant writing, or even good suggestions, 

it would be appreciated. 

 

 

(http://www.agri.ohio.gov/TopNews/asianbeetle/)  

The only way to control this invasive pest is to cut 

the trees down, chip the wood and incinerate it. I 

have witnessed what damage these ALB can do to a 

tree in 1 year. I have a 10" caliper Autumn Blaze 

Maple in the front yard that has literally thousands of 

oviposition sites in the bark. That means that there 

are already those thousands of larvae that have 

burrowed into the heartwood of the tree and are 

growing into pupae to hatch from the tree next June. 

Since the larvae are in the center core of the 

heartwood and not contained in the cambium oir 

sapwood layers like the Emerald Ash Borer would 

be, root soaks of Imiclopromid are of minimal 

efficacy. I have watched this tree transition from a 

healthy brilliant red maple in 2010 to a skeleton of 

itself this fall, having lost dozens of branches one at a 

time. The tree is dying a slow death, as are all trees 

infested with the ALB. The USDA (APHIS) is 

cutting down infested trees that are already doomed 

to a slow death, only to save those neighboring trees 

that are healthy. Whether "massive scale cutting  does 

anything to prevent the spread", remember, The ALB 

has been eradicated in Chicago, and APHIS is 

conducting final surveys to deem New Jersey and 

New York City eradicated. This is following the cut 

and incinerate method of eliminating the infested 

trees.  

Harmony Hill Bill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=3116#p12442
http://www.agri.ohio.gov/TopNews/asianbeetle/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12442
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Bacon Woods & Vermilion River, OH 

by Steve Galehouse » Thu Oct 13, 2011 6:10 pm  

Today I revisited an area I first reported on in April 

2010. This area is a floodplain forest along the 

Vermilion River in Lorain County, composed mainly 

of sycamores, walnuts, and cottonwoods. When I first 

reported on the site I found a big pin oak which is 

now even bigger---123.4' tall with a 14' 6'' girth, an 

increase of 1' in height and 4'' in girth. 

                                        

 

                                                        

                                        

 

Another nice tree was a sycamore at 123' by 13':

 

                                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3125#p12498
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12498
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5403&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5404&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5405&mode=view


eNTS: The Magazine of the Native Tree Society - Volume 1, Number 10, October 2011 

 

 

47 

 

 

Other finds include a hackberry at 95' by 8' 10'' ;

 

                                                        

 

a sassafras at 86' by 9' 4'';

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5406&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5407&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5408&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5409&mode=view
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and a walnut at 113.2' by 10' 6'':

 

 

Other notable trees included a boxelder at 13' 4'' girth 

and a honeylocust ay 9' 1'' girth. 

 

More details of the site are here: 

http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/885/Details 

 

Steve 

 

NYBG Hosts "The Future of Forests" 

by Jenny » Thu Oct 13, 2011 5:34 pm  

The New York Botanical Garden is hosting a 

symposium on The Future of Forests on Saturday 

Novemebr 5, 2011.  (There is a Wildlife 

Rehabilitators Conference that week-end upstate New 

York, which I may not be able to attend, ironically 

because I won't be able to find anyone to take care of 

http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/885/Details
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=144&t=3124#p12497
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5410&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5411&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5412&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12497
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the 5 pigeons and 6 sparrows I am rehabbing at 

home!!  So, I may be attending and will be sure to 

report what these particular folks think about the 

future of forests.) 

 

Anyway, Their blurb reads: 

 

"The 50-acre Thain Family Forest is the largest 

remaining tract of old-growth forest in New York 

City. To celebrate its dedication and ongoing 

program of forest restoration, the Botanical Garden 

will host a symposium featuring presentations from 

internationally recognized scientists and 

policymakers who will address the essential role that 

forests play in preserving biodiversity, mitigating 

human-caused environmental change, promoting 

research, and connecting people with nature." 

 

Link if interested. 

 http://nybg.convio.net/site/MessageView ... 

v_id=10322 

 

Jenny Dudley 

 

Kyle Lake, PA Fall Foliage 

by edfrank » Sat Oct 15, 2011 2:59 pm  

Here are some photos from Kyle Lake, and artificial 

lake near Reynoldsville, PA, October 10.2011.  I 

have not adjusted the color saturation in the images to 

make them more colorful, but did increase the 

contrast very slightly.

 

 

 

 

http://nybg.convio.net/site/MessageViewer?em_id=6521.0&dlv_id=10322
http://nybg.convio.net/site/MessageViewer?em_id=6521.0&dlv_id=10322
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=149&t=3132#p12525
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12525
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5434&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5437&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5438&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5457&mode=view
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http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5440&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5441&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5442&mode=view
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Kinzua Bridge State Park, PA 

by edfrank » Sat Oct 15, 2011 1:59 pm  

On October 6, 2011 I decided to visit Kinzua Bridge 

State Park in north central Pennsylvania.  It was 

autumn and I hoped that the fall colors would be peak 

at the park.  This is one of the premier places to go to 

view the autumn colors.  Many of the trees had 

changed to bright orange, yellow, and orange along 

the road on the trip northward.  Unfortunately at the 

park itself it was still too early to see the peak colors 

- most of the trees there had just begun to change.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlAPZRWSqOA

&feature=player_embedded  

This park is the site of a railroad viaduct across 

Kinzua Creek.   The bridge was constructed in 1882 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=149&t=3131#p12524
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlAPZRWSqOA&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlAPZRWSqOA&feature=player_embedded
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5439&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5443&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12524
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by 125 men in just 94 days.  At the time it was the 

longest and tallest viaduct in the world standing 301 

feet tall. The original wooden structure was replaces 

by a steel bridge in 1900.  Freight trains continued to 

use the bridge until 1959.  In 1987 train tours started 

once again to cross the bridge.  

                                        

 

I had hiked across the bridge many times in the 

1980's, and had tried to get permission for our caving 

group to use it for rappel practice.  In 2003 a F1 

tornado struck the bridge and knocked much of it 

down. I shot some video at the site and took photos a 

few days after the fall of teh bridge.  I will track those 

down and post here.  In September 2011, they had 

repaired the south end of the bridge and constructed a 

viewing platform on the remains of the original 

structure.  I wanted to check out the new viewing 

platform.  Here are some shots from the trip: 

                                        

 

The viewing platform on the south end of the viaduct. 

 

Look along the bridge from Platform 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5420&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5419&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5421&mode=view
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Looking dow on the tree tops: 

 

 

 

Remains of the fallen viaduct: 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5433&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5422&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5423&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5424&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5425&mode=view
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http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5426&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5427&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5428&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5429&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5430&mode=view
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View of some trees along the south rim recovering 

from the tornado damage: 

 

Paper/Pulp Mill in nearby Johnsonburg: 

 

Edward Frank                                        

 

 

Hillside near Falls Creek, PA Fall Foliage 

by edfrank » Sat Oct 15, 2011 3:09 pm  

NTS,  Here are some colorful fall foliage shots on the 

hillside near Kyle Lake, October 10, 2011.  I have 

never seen colors so spectacular as they were this fall 

here.  These images have not had their color 

saturation increased, and the contrast only adjusted 

slightly. It was a gray cloudy day - that helps explain 

the intensity of the color. 

                                        

 

                                                    

 

                                      

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=149&t=3133#p12526
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5431&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5432&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12526
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5444&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5446&mode=view
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http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5447&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5448&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5449&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5450&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5451&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5452&mode=view
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 Edward Frank 

 

Collaborative tree mapping 

by Jean Weber » Sun Oct 16, 2011 8:38 am  

I would like to present http://pericopsis.org/ a free 

website for collaborative tree identification and tree 

mapping. It is possible to define an area (for example 

your garden or your street) using a polygon and to 

map the trees you have identified. Trees are identified 

by their scientific name and online queries permit to 

find on a map where species or varieties are growing. 

It is based on the principle of a Wiki: each 

contributor can edit the trees and the changes are 

recorded. A video tutorial is available on the 

Website.  

 

The objective of the website is to give a visibility of 

the knowledge of tree taxonomy in urban and peri-

urban areas in order to bring biodiversity in the focus 

of the public and decision makers. If we reach 

sufficient participants it could become a unique tool 

for a better management of biodiversity conservation 

where people are living. This could also demonstrate 

the need of ex-situ conservation of endangered 

lowland species when natural reserves are located in 

hill or mountain areas. 

  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=194&t=3135#p12541
http://pericopsis.org/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5453&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5454&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5455&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5456&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12541
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Northern California redwoods visit 

by AndrewJoslin » Thu Oct 13, 2011 7:20 pm  

I had the opportunity to visit redwood groves in 

Northern California recently with my wife Meg 

celebrating out 25th wedding anniversary. We we 

were not disappointed! First day there we were 

guided by the able and enthusiastic old-growth fan 

Mario Vaden. Mario showed us some of his favorite 

spots in Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park, such a 

variety of superb trees! I think you could go in there 

blind-folded and encounter one great tree after 

another but with Mario leading the way the trees 

were (as ENTS are fond of saying) off the charts! 

 

The next day Meg and I explored Jedediah Smith 

Redwoods Park on our own, Mario gave a us a nudge 

in the right direction. Again, I think just about any 

trail in Jedediah is going to provide a great 

experience of PNW old-growth. Jedediah knocked 

our socks off, the super quiet green world rainforest 

left our jaws semi-permanently slack. The terrain 

reminded me of Mohawk, the kind of woods I like 

with steep slopes holding bigger trees nearer the 

bottom where the creeks run. 

 

My Nikon 440 and clinometer were pretty much 

useless, for most big trees to sight the top meant 

losing the base, I think the TruePulse rules in this 

habitat. 

 

Some redwood forest eye-candy for you... 

 

Passage to another world (no exaggeration) 

 

 

Meg embraced by a big one 

 

Counting rings, I gave up, outer third of the cross-

section has extremely tight rings, probably 500 - 800 

 year-old "sprout" 

 

Epic cathedral structure 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3127#p12500
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12500
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View of the same cathedral 

 

 

Meg at the base of a twin giant

 

Many thanks to Mario for meeting us and taking us 

into the woods, 

-Andrew Joslin 
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Re: Northern California redwoods visit 

by AndrewJoslin » Thu Oct 13, 2011 8:03 pm  

Joe Zorzin wrote: I've been to Jediah  Smith in '92---- 

did the Boy Scout Trail. I steped off the trail and after 

about 100' I felt lost- with the tall ferns and giant 

trees- any sense of the trail was gone. The duff layer 

seemed incredibly deep. The biodiversity just in the 

soil must be immense.  I kept thinking of the movie, 

"Honey, I Shrunk the Kids" in the scene where they 

were walking through the forest. Knowing that most 

of the redwoods and sequoias have been cut really 

angers  me.  Joe 

At one point in Jedediah deep in the woods my wife 

became temporarily overwhelmed when we were 

barely able to see over sword ferns with giant trunks 

around us, the woods were king and we were just 

little short-lived critters barely relevant in the scheme 

of things. 

 

Putting aside obvious corporate raider greed (think 

Charles Hurwitz and Maxaam) there is the problem 

of the inability of the human species to cope with 

scale when looking at ecosystems. Walking in the 

remaining redwood forest it feels immense and 

without limit. It's similar to a person in Florida 

thinking, "global warming can't be true" when there's 

an unusual cold snap. On the ground I can see how a 

logger would think "Why not take a few more? 

There's plenty!" Flying over the Northern California 

coastal ranges it becomes clear how much has been 

cut and how little that's big remains. To think of 

exploring seemingly "endless" tracts of redwood 

forest 300 years ago is beyond the ability of human 

imagination. 

-AJ 

 

 

 

 

 

Re: Northern California redwoods visit 

by mdvaden » Fri Oct 14, 2011 9:30 pm  

Already looking forward to the next adventure 

together Andrew !! It was a pleasure dodging the 

ferns with you and enjoying the giants. 

 

Hey ... whose this dude - lol 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3127#p12505
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3127#p12517
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12505
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12517
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5416&mode=view
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Again, in Prairie Creek redwoods ... 

 

 

Next time Andrew comes out here, maybe we can 

take a midnight stroll. The shot below is a goosepen. 

I arrived in Prairie Creek park one "night" about 3 in 

the morning, and started tinkering with the camera 

and groves. 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5415&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5418&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5417&mode=view
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M. D. Vaden of Oregon 

 

Live Oaks of Beauvoir, MS 

by Larry Tucei » Sun Oct 16, 2011 8:32 pm  

NTS,  Today I visited Beauvoir in southern Ms., the 

last home of Jefferson Davis President of the 

Confederacy. The trees on the property are not large 

but are more historical.  

Beauvoir House 

Beauvoir means Beautiful View in French. The 

annual Fall Muster was taking place so I decided to 

take advantage of the event and look for large Live 

Oaks at the same time.         

 

Directors Mr. Forte and Mr. Flowers 

I enjoyed my visit today at Beauvoir and as I 

promised here are the results of your 3 biggest Live 

Oaks. The 3 Oaks I measured are in the 150-200 year 

old range. Most of the Live Oaks on the property 

would likely be in the 75-150 year old range. One of 

the Live Oaks that had been cut down that is pilled 

north and west of the House had some really fast 

growth rates. The smallest rings were 1/8" and the 

largest to 7/8" radial growth.  The cut tree I measured 

was 4' 9" in Dia., and I counted 90 -100rings.         

Live Oak Ring Count 

Live Oak Ring Count 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=95&t=3142#p12544
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5474&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12544
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5484&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5476&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5477&mode=view
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Jefferson Davis Oak    CBH- 14'  Height-45'  Crown 

Spread-84' x 90' 

 

Jefferson Davis Oak 

 

 

Jefferson Davis Oak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verina Davis Oak        CBH-15'   Height-36'  Crown 

Spread-81' x 99'  

 

Verina Davis Oak 

 

 

Verina Davis Oak 

                                

 

 

                                                                                      

                                                             

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5483&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5482&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5481&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5480&mode=view
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Sarah Dorsey Oak       CBH-16'   Height-66'  Crown 

Spread-99' x 102' 

 

Sarah Dorsey Oak 

The Jefferson Davis home and outbuildings are 

outstanding. Everyone has done a great job of 

restoration after Hurricane Katrina. I have always 

favored the property for its beauty and History. The 

Fall Muster was a really interesting site to see and I 

enjoyed it much. Again thanks for letting me measure 

and photograph the Live Oaks at beautiful Beauvoir. 

http://www.beauvoir.org/ 

Larry Tucei 

 

New Member - Pinecrest 

by pinecrest » Sun Oct 16, 2011 12:42 pm  

Hello!  I am an artist and part time resident of the 

central Sierra Nevada. I've spent years searching and 

photographing the pine forests of the region in order 

to better understand their history, and to eventually 

bring that history back to life in paint.  

 

I have put a particular effort to into sugar pine as a 

species, due in part to the strange contradictory way 

in which this specie's history was written down.  Ever 

since I read the old books my grandfather had on 

trees, I have wondered why each one described sugar 

pine so differently.  

 

For years now I have been photography thousands of 

sugars and finding more questions than answers. 

Whereas I once thought that exploring the forest 

would tell me which of those old books was right, I 

now find myself questioning everything I've seen 

published on the subject.  

 

Anyway, I'll save the rest for another post. 

Pinecrest 

 

Dolly Sods Wilderness, WV 

by jamesrobertsmith » Sun Oct 16, 2011 8:52 pm  

First off, I'm going to post a photo of something I 

couldn't explain. I don't know what it is or how it 

formed. As I hiked and bushwhacked across the 

Dolly Sods Wilderness on Saturday, October 15, 

2011, I would occasionally find these mounds of 

earth. All of them were roughly the same size...about 

two feet high and four or five feet in circumference. 

They were all sitting out in open areas where there 

were no large trees. Mainly just in areas where there 

were grasses, shrubs, huckleberry bushes and the 

like. What the heck are they? 

 

 

The consensus seems to be that they are ant hills 

 

 

http://www.beauvoir.org/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=3136#p12542
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=131&t=3149#p12547
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5479&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12542
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12547
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Re: Dolly Sods Wilderness 

by jamesrobertsmith » Sun Oct 16, 2011 11:27 pm  

While you guys try to figure out what those are, here 

are some more photos taken in Dolly Sods. I was 

searching for aspens in the wilderness, which I have 

been told are there, but I didn't spot any. 

 

 

The Huckleberries and blueberries turn red in 

Autumn. 

 

The great Appalachian bog known as "Dolly Sods". 

This thing is enormous. I was able to get out into it 

by rockhopping out to a boulder where I got down on 

my belly to take photos. A truly amazing place! 

 

 

The wilderness is perched on the top of the 

Allegheny Front and just about all of it lies at around 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=131&t=3149#p12556
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12556
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4,000 feet in elevation. The forest has been 

recovering for about 100 years and the trees are 

mostly very stunted. 

 
As a contrast to the short, wind-stunted spruce trees 

of Dolly Sods, here is one of the old growth spruces 

on Gaudineer Knob some miles to the south and 

west. 

James Robert Smith 

 

 

ATG Climbs & Confirms Tallest 

Ponderosa. New Tall Sugar Pine 

by M.W.Taylor » Sat Oct 15, 2011 8:21 pm  

I recently met up with Ascending The Giants cimbers 

out of Portland, Mario Vaden and 2 seperate media 

groups to document the tallest known ponderosa. 

 The media was invited because this tree is directly 

threated by proposed future clear-cutting of National 

Forests. This legislation is soon to be voted on. We 

want to bring public awareness to Oregon's 

magnificent trees in hopes that the last ones would 

not be cut down. All of the tallest ponderosa and 

sugar pines and the 7 tallest known douglas fir in the 

entire world grow in Southern Oregon are potentially 

threatened.  

 

In order to access the canopy of Phalanx, Will, co-

founder of ATG,  needed to climb an adjacent tree, 

another large ponderosa with lower branches and 

then traverse over at 200' off the ground. See the 

attached photographic sequence which is a bit out of 

order.  

 

Will is one of the fastest and most graceful tree 

clmbers I have ever watched climb a tall tree. 

 

Using a slightly more conservative ground level than 

the one Chris Atkins and I used, ATG directly 

measured Phalanx at 268.04'.  Will reports the top is 

alive and healthy. The tree could easily reach 270'+ 

in 4-5 years. However there is a substantial lean at 

the lower to mid-bole section, which is quite severe. 

This tree could easily snap in two at the bole during a 

big storm. 

 

On the same day ATG climbed Phalanx, Mario and I 

explored the area a little more and found a well 

hidden towering sugar pine with a twisted trunk. This 

"Cull" tree was left behind as scraps. The dbh was 

about 8' and I estimated the height at 253.5' using a 

Trupulse200 laser. The measurement is +,- 1 yard. 

ATG plans to climb and directly measure the tree 

today and I will have a more accurate figure shorlty. 

 Given that 9' and 10' dbh slow tapering shaft-like 

sugar pines were "high-graded" out of this valley a 

century ago, it's believable a sugar pine here could 

potentially reach 300'. This secret basin is the nexus 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=114&t=3134#p12534
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=114&t=3134#p12534
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12534
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for tall ponderosa and sugar of the world, besting 

even California's Dorrington area. Unfortunately 

most of the finest sugar pine of Oregon were picked 

off a long time ago. 

 
 

The next day, I visited the tallest known sugar pine in 

Umpqua National Forest. It's a quite a beauty. Also 

found a nice 247' specimen about a mile upstream 

from the tallest sugar pine. This 247 footer is the 3rd 

tallest known still standing. Cbh was 20'. 

 

Me under world's tallest known sugar pine in 

Umpqua National Forest 

world's tallest sugar in Umpqua National Forest 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5466&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5465&mode=view
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Me helping ATG with the ground level survey 

Will finally makes it over to Phalanx 

Will's daring traverse 

Will making traverse to Phalanx at 200'+ above 

ground! 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5464&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5463&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5462&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5461&mode=view
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Will at 180' on 1st. access tree 

Will going up 1st. access tree 

will going up adjacent tree to access tallest ponderosa 

canopy 

Michael Taylor 

 

About the team: An arborist by profession, Will 

Koomjian, a founding member of Ascending the 

Giants, and fellow tree-climbing arborists Damien 

Carre of Portland, OR and Augie Schilling of 

Ashland, OR along with Michael Taylor or Trinity 

County, CA and Mario Vaden of Beaverton, OR  

participated in the measurements.  The  ponderosa 

pine, dubbed the Phalanx, located in a heavily 

forested basin in the Wild Rivers Ranger District of 

the RogueRiver-Siskiyou National Forest was 

discovered by big-tree hunters Michael and Mario 

Vaden, Jan. 3, 2011. 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5460&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5459&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5458&mode=view
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Re: ATG Climbs & Confirms Tallest 

Ponderosa. New Tall Sugar 

by mdvaden » Sat Oct 15, 2011 8:53 pm  

Was waiting for Michael to start a topic on this one. 

Here's  a few extra photos to share from the day. 

 

Look real close at the wide angle shot. See the tiny 

speck that looks like teeny bird? That's the climber 

traversing top to top. 

 

THAT LITTLE SPECK IS NOT A BIRD, 

BUT THE CLIMBER TRAVERSING TOP 

TO TOP 

At the base of Phalanx 

Will Ascending Phalanx 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=114&t=3134#p12536
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=114&t=3134#p12536
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12536
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5469&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5468&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5467&mode=view
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A few more from the day ... 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

M. D. Vaden of Oregon 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5473&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5472&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5471&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5470&mode=view
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Re: ATG Climbs & Confirms Tallest 

Ponderosa. New Tall Sugar  

by M.W.Taylor » Mon Oct 17, 2011 2:29 pm  

These two articles came out in the Medford Tribune 

today about ATG's visit to the Basin. 

 

http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dl ... 

/110170321    and 

 

http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dl ... 

/110170322 

 

Michael Taylor 

 

WNTS VP 

California AFA Big Tree Coordinator 

www.landmarktrees.net 

 

New TV Broadcast Confirms Tallest Pine 

Actually 268.29' 

by M.W.Taylor » Tue Oct 18, 2011 12:38 am  

Check out Joe Camarlinghi nice little broadcast 

tonight. great piece ! 

 

Also, I can see there was a communication error. I 

hear Will say on the radio 268.75'....Somehow I heard 

268.5' to the low side of ground level. This means the 

tree is taller than 268.04'. 

 

Since the high side was .92 feet higher than the low 

side, the average between the high and the low sides 

based on the correct tape-length of 268.75 - (.46')  or 

268.29' ( I used 268.5' to to get the 268.04') But I 

should have used 268.75 

 

So this means the actual height of Phalanx is 

268.29'... I got. 268.3'. I was within millimeters of the 

correct height.  This is the official height and it's 

nails. 

 

Thanks to Joe's video documentation and my poor 

hearing we now know Phalanx is 268.29' 

 

Check it out !  

http://www.localnewscomesfirst.com/inde ... 

k&id=10294 

 
 

Michael Taylor 

 

Re: Tallest pine actu268.29 ft confirmed 

by AF 

by mdvaden » Tue Oct 18, 2011 12:42 am  

Thanks for the email and update here Michael. I 

quoted you on the Treebuzz arborist forum too in a 

related topic there. 

 

After being out with you measuring, that kind of 

accuracy is becoming less of a surprise and more to 

be expected. 

 

Also, here's a few more pics.  I like the way Will's 

belt is all geared-up for the climb. 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=114&t=3134#p12561
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=114&t=3134#p12561
http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20111017/NEWS/110170321
http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20111017/NEWS/110170321
http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20111017/NEWS/110170322
http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20111017/NEWS/110170322
http://www.landmarktrees.net/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=3156&p=12577#p12577
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=3156&p=12577#p12577
http://www.localnewscomesfirst.com/index.php?option=com_seyret&Itemid=431&task=videodirectlink&id=10294
http://www.localnewscomesfirst.com/index.php?option=com_seyret&Itemid=431&task=videodirectlink&id=10294
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=3156&p=12577#p12579
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=3156&p=12577#p12579
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12561
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12577&sid=f065d4460f20881260aadfef5b3cfb69
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12579&sid=f065d4460f20881260aadfef5b3cfb69
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5488&sid=f065d4460f20881260aadfef5b3cfb69&mode=view
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M. D. Vaden of Oregon 

 

 

Re: Pagami Creek Fire, Minnesota 

by Rand » Mon Oct 17, 2011 5:15 pm  

 

Nearly two months after being ignited by lightning, 

the Pagami Creek Fire in northern Minnesota was 

nearly contained when Landsat-5 acquired this image 

on October 10, 2011. Since August 18, the fire has 

been burning in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 

Wilderness in Superior National Forest. As of 

October 11, the fire had burned 92,682 acres and was 

82 percent contained. Apart from a faint hint of 

smoke, there is little sign of current fire activity in the 

image. The burned forest, however, is charcoal-

colored, in contrast to the green forest around it. 

 

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/NaturalHazards/vie

w.php?id=76104 

Rand Brown 

 

Fall Colors, October 11-14 2011, West 

Virginia 

by jamesrobertsmith » Mon Oct 17, 2011 10:12 

pm  

My wife and I realized when we hit Kumbrabow 

State Forest that we were seeing the best Fall colors 

in decades for either of us. I hadn't seen colors so 

brilliant since I was a kid just a year after high school 

graduation in Cohutta Wilderness Area in Georgia in 

the Fall of 1976. These were, perhaps, even better 

than that show. 

 

Following are some spectacular displays of Autumn 

color between Kumbrabow State Forest and Seneca 

Rocks Recreation Area and some points in between. 

 

 

At the old CCC camp in Kumbrabow State Forest. 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=2986&p=12566#p12566
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/NaturalHazards/view.php?id=76104
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/NaturalHazards/view.php?id=76104
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=3154&p=12572#p12570
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?t=3154&p=12572#p12570
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5487&sid=f065d4460f20881260aadfef5b3cfb69&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12566
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5485&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12570
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The view from Buck's Knob in Kumbrabow. 

 

 

Looking up beyond Seneca Rocks from our campsite 

at Seneca Shadows Campground. 

 

 

The last of the brilliant colors in the process of being 

knocked out of the trees by a heavy rain. 

 

 

Just outside Kumbrabow State Forest. 
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From the Raven Rocks overlook while hiking to the 

summit of Buck's Knob. The forest ranger at 

Kumbrabow told us that they'd had a really good frost 

that seemed to bring the colors out. 

 

For what it's worth, I asked him if hwa had reached 

the park yet, because all of the hemlocks seemed 

perfectly healthy. But he said it was there, in spades, 

but that the local forest service was treating the forest 

aggressively. And I can say that they weren't just 

targeting the hemlocks around the roads and 

campgrounds, but all through the forest. I hiked and 

bushwhacked through the forest and saw only a 

couple of patches of sickly hemlocks. All the rest 

were full and green. 

 

Many great-looking healthy hemlocks as I climbed to 

the summit of Buck's Knob, around 4,000 feet. The 

Forest Service folk had obviously hiked and 

bushwhacked all over the park treating the hemlocks.

 

       
Looking up along the Raven Rocks Trail  - James Robert Smith
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Osage Orange, WV 

by jamesrobertsmith » Mon Oct 17, 2011 10:22 

pm  

I picked up an osage orange fruit while in the 

Smokehole Canyon in West Virginia. This reminded 

me that I long ago promised to measure the downed 

Osage orange in a local park for someone here at 

ENTS. Perhaps it was Ed Frank? I don't recall. But 

now that we have cooler weather and the chiggers 

that got under my skin the last time I was at Reedy 

Creek Park have gone, I will head out that way as 

soon as I can and measure that tree to see how it 

would have stacked up when alive. I can even do a 

horizontal "tape drop" since the tree is now prone. 

 

 

My Osage orange fruit. I brought it home. The thing 

smells great. 

 

 

The tree was growing along the banks of the river at 

Big Bend Recreation Area in Smokehole Canyon on, 

I assume, the branch of the Potomac River. One way 

that the seeds can find distribution now that the 

mammoths and sloths that used to crap them out are 

long-since extinct. 

James Robert Smith 

 

  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=106&t=3155#p12571
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12571
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The 7th Annual Forest Summit 

Presenters 

Forest Summit Presenters 2011 

Keynote Speaker 

 
Dr. Fred Pailett - Department of Geosciences 

University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR (file photo) 

 

The American Chestnut: Ecology, Devastation 

and Restoration of a Forest Icon 

Just about everyone knows of the tragic loss of an 

iconic eastern forest tree that once was such a 

valuable timber source and prolific nut producer for 

wildlife and humans alike. The chestnut was not just 

another big forest tree. Its ecology and life history 

were and still are distinctly different from those of 

the oaks and beech to which it is distantly related. We 

start by looking at the Holocene history of chestnut, 

showing that its peculiar response to climate 

produced a late Holocene re-organization of New 

England's forests. Blight arrived in America shortly 

after 1900 and its spread through the range of 

chestnut and chinquapin is documented by the release 

pattern of adjacent trees wherever it grew. The 

unique qualities of chestnut are further demonstrated 

by its ability to persist in the forest in the presence of 

two separate introduced diseases, so that the tree can 

often dominate the understory without benefit of 

sexual reproduction. We investigate this phenomenon 

in detail, and then visit unique stands where chestnut 

can be seen today as a forest dominant - the West 

Salem, WI stand where chestnut escaped into native 

oak hickory forests in a location far beyond the range 

of blight; and in the unblighted forests of closely 

related European chestnut in southern Russia. We 

end with an update on the status of the American 

Chestnut Foundation program to restore chestnut to 

its rightful place in our ecosystem. 

 

 

Dr. Henry Art - Robert F. Rosenburg Professor of 

Biology & Environmental Studies at Williams 

College  (file photo) 

What We Know (and don't know) about an 

Enigmatic Woodlot  - The Continuing Role of the 

Research Hopkins Forest" 

 

The Robert F. Rosenberg Professor of Biology & 

Environmental Studies at Williams College, Henry 

Art has taught biology and environmental studies at 

Williams College since 1970, when he rejuvenated 

the Hopkins Memorial Forest as a field research site. 

His research centers on the impacts of past land uses 

on the successional patterns, growth rates, and 

ecosystem functions of a landscape typical of western 

New England. He is a past chair of the Biology 

Department and former director of the Center for 

Environmental Studies at Williams. He also serves on 

the Williamstown Conservation Commission, the 

Board of Trustees of the Conway School of 

Landscape Design, and is the Vice President of the 

Williamstown Rural Lands Foundation. 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=2948#p11681
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=2948#p11681
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Will Blozan - President of the Eastern Native Tree 

Society (ENTS) and Appalachian Arborists 

Liriodendron Tulipifera, King of American 

Hardwoods 

Co-founder and president of the Eastern Native Tree 

Society (ENTS), Will has been a practicing arborist 

for over 24 years. He currently owns his own 

business as an arborist in Black Mountain, North 

Carolina. His passion for climbing and caring for 

trees brought him to Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park in 1993 where he worked on 

identifying, mapping, and inventorying old-growth 

forests. It was during this project that he discovered 

numerous champion trees and developed a 

fascination with old-growth forests. Will's climbs 

have helped pioneer arboreal efforts towards the 

development of precise survey techniques, including 

the documentation of some of the largest specimens 

of eastern trees ever recorded. Will Blozan is a living 

legend. Will has climbed and documented the tallest 

trees in North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 

Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and 

elsewhere for both science and sport. He has been 

featured in several television documentaries. He was 

instrumental in adopting and refining techniques of 

western US canopy researchers, which has allowed 

the ENTS to introduce three-dimensional crown 

mapping and volume modeling to eastern trees 

research. In addition to numerous eastern big/tall tree 

climbs Will has been assisting world-renowned 

canopy researchers on projects in the giant sequoias 

of California. 

 

Dr. Don Bragg – Research Forester, US Forest 

Service 

USDA Forest Service, Southern Research Station 

The Role of the USDA Forest Service in 

Promoting Natural Communities  

The southeastern United States is the largest timber 

producing region in the world, and is poised to retain 

this position through the ever-increasing use of 

intensively managed plantations of genetically 

improved pines, primarily loblolly (Pinus taeda) and 

slash (Pinus elliottii). While extremely productive 

from a biomass standpoint, these plantations 

represent considerably less diverse plant communities 

with reduced genetic, age, and structural complexity. 

Pine-dominated stands of natural (seed) origin are not 

as commercially lucrative but offer a wider range of 

structural, functional, and compositional attributes 

that, when coupled with the timber productivity of 

these forests, may provide a better value in total 

ecosystem services. The US Forest Service and the 

University of Arkansas-Monticello are currently 

evaluating a number of ecosystem functions within 

these natural origin pine-dominated forests, including 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5520&mode=view
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carbon storage, fiber production, soil properties, and 

wildlife habitat, and comparing them to intensively 

managed pine plantations in the Upper West Gulf 

Coastal Plain. Preliminary results suggest that some 

of the productivity elements of naturally regenerated 

stands are more comparable to pine plantations when 

not viewed strictly as commercial products (e.g., 

lumber) but rather as an ecosystem service (e.g., 

carbon sequestered). 

 

 

Peter Church - Director of Forest Stewardship, MA 

Department of Conservation and Recreation  

DCR Responce and Role, Post Hurricane Irene 

and Tornados 

DCR’s response to the tornado and hurricane damage 

of the past summer. 

Dr. Lee Frelich - University of Minnesota, Director 

of the Center for Hardwood Ecology 

Multiple factors and thresholds for forest change 

in a warming climate 

 

A warming climate will lead to increasing frequency 

of storms, drought, fires, and insect outbreaks, as 

well as alter the influence of invasive species and 

large herbivores, in the temperate-boreal forest 

ecotone. These drivers of change will create a 

number of scenarios for sudden change in forest 

composition under a gradually warming climate, in 

some cases by directly exceeding a threshold for a 

jump to an alternate state and in other cases by 

opposing change early on, causing stress to build up 

until the forest system makes a sudden jump. 

 

Lee Frelich is Director of the University of 

Minnesota Center for Forest Ecology. He received a 

Ph.D. in Forest Ecology from the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison in 1986. Frelich teaches courses 

in Forest Fire Ecology and Landscape Ecology on 

St.Paul Campus. He has advised 23 graduate 

students, and is a senior member of the Conservation 

Biology, Natural Resource Science and Management, 

Ecology, and Invasive Species Graduate Programs. 

Frelich has published many papers on forest ecology 

with 81 coauthors from 10 countries and has been 

listed among the top 1% of all scientists in the world 

in the Science Citation Index, Ecology and 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5521&mode=view
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Environment Category. He has appeared in the news 

media 300 times including The New York Times, 

Newsweek, National Geographic, and many TV and 

radio stations. Current research interests include fire 

and wind in boreal forests, long-term dynamics of 

old-growth hemlock and maple forests, invasive 

earthworms in forests, moose-vegetation 

relationships, patterns of tree height and global 

warming. 

 

Sharyl Heller – Massachusetts Friends 

Network 

Are We Making Progress? The Role of the 

Friends Network 

(No Description) 

 

 

 

 

Robert Leverett – Cofounder and President of 

Friends of Mohawk Trail Sate Forests and Executive 

Director and Co-founder the Eastern Native Tree 

Society  

“Native Tree Society - A Quick Overview" and 

"The Role of ENTS in the Conference Series" & 

"Travels to Far Away Places with an Eye on the 

Trees 

Described as the "old growth forest evangelist of the 

east," Leverett's widespread forest meanderings have 

led to a large database of tree measurements and an 

encyclopedic knowledge of the significant remaining 

forests of the eastern U.S. This evening Bob takes us 

on a visually stunning tour of the "Great Forests of 

Massachusetts." 

 

Bob and fellow ENTS co-founder Will Blozan have 

pioneered tree measuring techniques that have 

allowed ground-based measurements to be accurate 

to within a foot of true height. Bob is the President of 

the Friends of the Mohawk Trail State Forest, the 

primary architect of the Eastern Old Growth 

Conference series, and co-organizer of the 

HCC/ENTS Forest Summit Series. His extensive 

wanderings throughout the Eastern US have earned 

him the title "Eastern Old Growth Forest sleuth". 

Bob's recently published book (coauthored with 

Bruce Kershner) entitled "Sierra Club Guide to 

Ancient Forests of the Northeast" will be available at 

the Forest Summit. 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5524&mode=view
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Dr. Joan Maloof - Salisbury Colege, MD 

Lessons Learned In Old-Growth Forests 

 

Joan Maloof will be presenting an idea that 

developed during her visits to old-growth forests in 

every state east of the Mississippi River. She will be 

discussing her new book, "Among the Ancients," and 

her work on the Old-Growth Forest Network. The 

network will identify one forest in every county, 

nationwide, which will forever remain unlogged. 

 

The author of "Among the Ancients: Adventures in 

the Eastern Old-Growth Forests" and "Teaching the 

Trees: Lessons from the Forest," Maloof has a BS in 

Plant Science from the University of Delaware, an 

MS in Environmental Science from the University of 

Maryland, Eastern Shore, and a PhD in Ecology from 

the University of Maryland, College Park. She is the 

coordinator of Champion Tree research for 

Wicomico County, Maryland, where she lives. 

Maloof recently retired from teaching Biology and 

Environmental Studies at Salisbury University to 

work full time on developing the Old Growth Forest 

Network. Her books will be available for sale at the 

conference. 

 

 

Elizabeth Perry - Wampanoag Nation (file 

photo) 

Pre-contact and Colonial period views, 

management techniques, and material culture of 

Native Americans in Massachusetts 

 

Native American artist and researcher Elizabeth 

James-Perry will focus her discussion on pre-contact 

and Colonial period views, management techniques, 

and material culture involving trees in Massachusetts, 

the traditional homeland of the Wampanoag, 

Nipmuc, Pocumtuc and Mahican Native people. 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5528&mode=view
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Dr. Doug Seale – Environmental Ethics, 

Framingham State University, MA 

 

Valuing the Environment in America: A 

Historical Perspective 

 

This presentation focuses on the history of evolving 

attitudes and environmental values in America. 

Thoreau, Emerson, John Muir, T. R. Roosevelt, Aldo 

Leopold, L. H. Bailey, and Rachel Carson, among 

others, are included. All have contributed greatly to 

our current understanding of environmental and 

ecological values and of man's place in nature. 

 

Doug Seale is an independent researcher in 

environmental ethics, environmental philosophy, and 

the history of environmental ideas, which are his 

areas of special interest. He holds a Ph.D. in 

philosophy and teaches Environmental Ethics and 

other courses at Framingham State University. He is 

a review advisor for, and frequent contributor of book 

reviews to, the Journal of Agricultural and 

Environmental Ethics. He is a former Board Member 

of the Friends of the Assabet River National Wildlife 

Refuge, and currently serves as Vice-Chair on the 

Board of Supervisors for the Middlesex Conservation 

District 

 

 

Dr. Pat Swain - Natural Community Ecologist, 

Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program 

Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 

NHESP Priority and Exemplary Forested Natural 

Communities in Massachusetts 

 

The types of forest communities found in 

Massachusetts and their role in biodiversity 

conservation is the main focus of the talk at the 

Forest Summit. Old Growth occurrences of any type 

of forest community are considered to be exemplary 

and are tracked by NHESP. In Massachusetts, some 

forested natural community types are generally 

uncommon, others are approaching the northern edge 

of their range here, and a few other types here are 

near the southern limit of their distributions - and 

some others are widespread. Using forest types as 

examples, the talk will cover what natural 

communities are and how they are classified, and 

why their identification is an important tool for 

conservation. 

Natural community ecologist at NHESP since 1987, 

Pat Swain works statewide identifying and describing 

Massachusetts' rarest and most imperiled natural 

community types and exemplary examples of 

common natural community types. She is revising a 

classification of the natural communities of 

Massachusetts. Using the classification, NHESP 

tracks of examples of the Priority and Exemplary 
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natural communities. Natural communities are an 

integral part of the NHESP effort to protect the 

biodiversity of Massachusetts through conservation 

planning, land protection, and public education.  

 

 

Dr. Steve Tilley - Professor Emeritus, Department of 

Biology, Smith College 

Salamanders in North American Deciduous 

Forests 

(No Description) 

 

 

Micheal Wojtech, Writer, Naturalist, Photographer, 

and Illustrator 

Bark: Get to Know Your Trees 

 

In New England trees are a primary part of the 

landscape, and are accessible to people of all ages in 

urban, suburban, and rural areas. Knowledge of trees-

both their species identities and how they interact 

with their environment-provides an entryway that 

helps people connect with their local landscape. And 

it is often from these local connections that broader 

knowledge, questions, and concerns arise. The traits 

most often used to describe tree species-leaves, buds, 

and twigs-are often not clearly visible or, in the case 

of leaves, absent more than half the year. Bark is 

always visible, in any season. But bark is typically 

considered too complex to distinguish for all but the 

most practiced observers of trees. I will present a 

system for identifying the multiple stages of bark 

appearance for each species, which is detailed in my 

book, Bark: A Field Guide to Trees of the Northeast, 

that is accessible to people at all levels of experience. 

I will also discuss some of the environmental cues 

that have influenced the evolution of bark's diverse 

characteristics. 

 

As a naturalist, writer, photographer, and illustrator, 

Michael Wojtech strives to share the science and 

beauty of natural history in an accessible and 

compelling fashion. He began his ongoing study of 

tree physiology and ecology at Antioch University 

New England, where he earned his Master's Degree 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5523&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5518&mode=view
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in Conservation Biology. Michael's recently 

published book, Bark: A Field Guide to Trees of the 

Northeast, will be available at the Forest Summit. 

More about his work can be found at 

http://www.knowyourtrees.com. 

 

 

 
Prof. Gary A. Beluzo - Professor of Environmental 

Science at Holyoke Community College  

 

Forests Designed by Nature Versus Managed 

Woodlands  

 

Professor of Environmental Science at Holyoke  

Community College. M.S. Global Ecology (Botany) 

UMASS Amherst.  He was the Department Chair 

1984-1998. Although Gary’s earlier interest was 

limnology, he entered a partnership with Bob 

Leverett in the fall of 1998 to inventory, characterize, 

and map (GPS/GIS) the old growth forests of 

Massachusetts with a special permit from the MASS 

DCR and now also the Great Smoky Mountains 

(TN/NC).  Through an NSF Grant in 1996, Professor 

Beluzo created an Environmental GIS laboratory at 

HCC and is now developing an extensive geo-

database of old growth forests and champion trees for 

Massachusetts .  Professor Beluzo is also the on 

campus architect of the HCC Forest Summit Lecture 

Series and Eastern Native Tree Society Rendezvous.  

This event brings together scientists, foresters, 

environmentalists, and the public to discuss current 

Eastern U.S. Forest Issues.  Gary Beluzo is one of 

two individuals responsible for the old growth 

inventory, mapping, and documentation for DCR in 

Massachusetts. Robert Leverett is the other. 

 

 
Elizabeth Perry and Robert Leverett  

 

Dr. Pat Swain 

 

  

http://www.knowyourtrees.com/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5532&mode=view
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Re: The 7th Annual Forest Summit 

by dbhguru » Tue Oct 18, 2011 10:19 am  

NTS, The 7th conference in the Forest Summit 

Lecture Series and associated ENTS rendezvous 

enters the annals of ENTS history.  The event was a 

notable success by any reasonable criterion. The 

lectures were stellar because the lecturers were 

stellar. The visit to MTSF was good as always, and 

the evening of music, prose, and poetry outstanding, 

simply outstanding. It was a group effort by people 

committed to science, the arts, and aesthetics as 

expressed in and through the trees. My heart felt 

thanks to all. And now to the details. I’ll present them 

in a series of posts with each submission covering 

one day’s events. This first will cover Oct 11th. 

 

Events of October 11th 

 

       I picked Will Blozan up at the Hartford-

Springfield airport on Oct 11th.  The day was sunny 

and warm, ideal for tree hunting. At around 9:40AM, 

we left the airport and headed west to see how the 

Granby Oak was doing. On arriving at that wonderful 

tree, we found it beautiful as ever - except for a nasty 

wound on a limb overhanging the road, which Will 

noticed later. The top of a truck had run into it. As a 

consequence, the limb is cracked and there is a 

gaping wound.  I’ll leave it to Will to describe what 

we saw.  But on the brighter side, here are four 

images of the oak as we saw it that morning. Please 

remember to click on each image to expand it.  Full 

screen images of the Granby Oak have much more 

impact.  

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=2948&start=10#p12584
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12584
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5490&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5491&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5492&mode=view
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Notice Will in image #4 looking fit as a fiddle even 

after having gotten up at 4:00AM to catch his flight.  

 

     After leaving the Granby Oak, we headed west 

toward Great Barrington on State Route 57. It is a 

woodsy route, but we saw nothing overpowering, so I 

kept the pedal to the metal. After a lunch at 

Friendly’s with questionable service, we meandered 

around the countryside, eventually ending up at 

South Mountain State Forest south of Pittsfield. I was 

going to drive us to the Audubon sanctuary at Lenox, 

but South Mountain was calling out to be visited. I 

had been to the property several times before, but 

always on business with DCR and hadn’t had time to 

do much serious tree measuring on any of those 

visits. I knew there were some fairly tall ash trees and 

large diameter N. red oaks within easy walking 

distance. I had gotten 126 feet out of one ash tree 

close to a woods road. But there had to be something 

taller farther into the forest. 

 

     The land in the surrounding region got a lot of 

past use. There is no old growth, but individual trees 

and clusters along a ridge side present a stately 

appearance.  In fact, as seen from Route 7, the N. red 

oaks, white ashes, and sugar maples make quite a 

visual impact, contrasting with the younger trees that 

one typically sees on private land.  

 

    We drove to the South Mountain headquarters and 

parked. As we suited up, unfortunately, I left my 

camera in the car so I must leave it to Will to post all 

the images of what we saw. Will, at least, had is head 

screwed on. Once in the woods, we measured some 

fine trees. Here is the list as I recorded our catch of 

the day. 

 

Species        Height                Girth 

 

NRO                107.5                        13.0 

WA                131.6                            9.0  est. 

WA                130.5 

SM                120.3 

WA                127.6 

SM                112.7 

SM                121.9 

WA                125.0 

NRO                117.9 

 

       We shot lots of other trees, but nothing stood out. 

As you can see by the numbers, the forest is 

impressive, but not overpowering.  Nevertheless, it 

represents one more Massachusetts site with ash trees 

reaching to 130 feet. I’ll return and add more 

measurements to the list. I admit having a fondness 

for ths South Mountain site. It is where we 

established the 9th Forest Reserve that protects 

Mohawk Trail and Monroe State Forests.  

 

       Leaving South Mountain, we headed north back 

through Pittsfield and then east across State Route 9, 

the route that joins Pittsfield and Northampton. We 

stopped briefly at the Creamery at the intersection of 

Route 112 South and Route 9 to measure some tall 

looking white pines that Will spotted near the road. 

 Just a mile away are the fabulous Bryant pines, but 

as for the trees along Route 9, well, I routinely pass 

them. I’ve never paid much attention to the roadside 

pines. However, Will’s eagle eye never lets him 

down. After slogging across wet ground to a higher 

perch, we confirmed 137, 138, and 139 feet for the 

three tallest pines. They are still relatively young 

trees with plenty of growing left to do. They also 

illustrate the potential for the Route 9 corridor to 

produce many noteworthy pines in the next 10 to 15 

years.   

 

       Once back in Florence, MA, we relaxed at the 

house. We set Will up in the basement. He usually 

has it pretty much to himself.  Looking back, It was a 

propitious beginning to a wonderful six days.  Later 

Ed Coyle rolled in preparation for the Oct 12th climb 

and modeling of Tecumseh. I prepared dinner for the 

group.  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5493&mode=view
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On the 12th, weather permitting, we planned be at the 

great tree all day. The climbing team would be Will, 

Ed, and Bart Bouricius. Tim Zelazo and I would 

provide ground support. In the late afternoon of the 

12th, Fred Pialett and Joan Maloof would be arriving 

at the house, but Ed would have to return to NYC 

after the climb. He works for NYC and couldn’t take 

more time off. Monica would prepare dinner for the 

group.   

 

In the evening, Will and Bart coordinated by 

telephone on the equipment each would provide the 

following day. Will had established a list of items to 

be supplied by each member of the team, and he 

controls the climbing protocol. It is the one 

established by Steve Sillett and Bob Van pelt. So, we 

were all set for the climb with an iffy forecast. We 

went to bed keeping our fingers crossed. 

 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

Re: The 7th Annual Forest Summit 

by dbhguru » Tue Oct 18, 2011 8:15 pm  

Events of Oct 12th 

 

       Will, Bart, Ed, and I got an early start on Oct 

12th. A breakfast at the Charlemont Inn fueled our 

engines and from there we drove to Zoar Gap to meet 

Tim Zelazo. We made our way to the Elders Grove 

carrying the climbing equipment.  Once at 

Tecumseh’s base, Will, Bart, and Ed proceeded to rig 

the tree for climbing.  I did whatever tasks they 

requested, but basically it was their show. The 

Images of the crew getting ready to go aloft and then 

climbing up the stout trunk follow. 

                                        

 

 

                                                        

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=2948&start=10#p12588
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12588
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5499&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5502&mode=view
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       The weather cooperated and the team collected 

data on 47 limb structures and the trunk. Will will 

feed the data to the model to calculate volume. We’ll 

hear from him in a few weeks. BTW, this was Will's 

3rd climb of Tecumseh and Bart's second. 

 

       While the team was in Tecumseh and Tim was 

busily photographing them, I moved around the area 

re-measuring several of the Elders pines and 

measuring a few hardwoods for the first time. I keep 

close tabs on the grove and what is happening to the 

crowns.  Re-measuring also allows me to constantly 

gauge the difficulty of measuring tall pines in a 

closed canopy grove. It works to sharpen both my 

measuring and teaching skills.  

 

       Most of the results of the climb must await 

Will’s report. One result that doesn't have to wait is 

the height. Before Will started up the pine, I said that 

I expected the tape drop height to be around 165 feet 

or about a foot less than the number I typically report. 

I use a lower mid-slope position for reasons I won’t 

discuss here.  Anyway, the tape drop height of 

Tecumseh turned out to be exactly 165 feet. It was an 

immensely satisfying result because it reinforces how 

well we can measure these trees from the ground 

even when there is clutter, nested tops, and a limited 

time period when visibility is optimal. 

 

       Much of my time was spent with the hardwoods 

in the Elders grove. Species of interest include red 

maple, white ash, sugar maple, N. red oak, and black 

birch. Nothing is overpowering. Most of the 

hardwoods are between 95 and 115 feet in height and 

5 to 9 feet in girth. One red maple makes 125 

(formerly 128). A white ash at the edge of the grove 

makes 129.5, but these two trees are exceptional. The 

average hardwood is around 110 feet if not slightly 

less.  The area was an old sheep pasture in the mid-

1800s and the forest floor has not recovered enough 

to support taller hardwoods.  However, the pines love 

the site.   

 

       While the others were occupied, I re-measured 

Saheda from a location that affords a good view of 

the crown this time of year. I’ll relate the 

measurement when I cover Oct 15th when Will, Don 

Bragg, and I all three measured Saheda.   We hit the 

road just prior to the beginning of the rain, getting 

home around 5:30PM. Fred Pialett, Lee Frelich, and 

Joan Maloof were there waiting.  Lee slept in 

Monica’s music room, Fred in the living room, Joan 

in the guest bedroom, and Will in the basement. It 

worked out fine. What a great group! The next report 

will cover day #1 of the conference. 

 

Robert T. Leverett 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5500&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5501&mode=view
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Re: The 7th Annual Forest Summit 

by dbhguru » Wed Oct 19, 2011 9:51 am  

Events of Oct 13th and Oct 14th 

 

       The conference covered two days from 8:30AM 

to 6:00PM. The first day of lectures began with Dr. 

Fred Pialett’s outstanding presentation on the 

American chestnut. The second day started with 

Lee’s equally outstanding lecture on climate change 

and its projected effects on vegetation. I will not 

attempt to summarize the lectures here. Future posts 

will cover specific information that will be of interest 

to NTS members. I will simply say that the 

presentations were all outstanding and greatly 

appreciated by attendees. The conference was a 

success and our new location of the Kittredge Center 

is an improvement over the larger less intimate, dark 

forum.  

 

       As with prior conferences, the Mass DCR was a 

full partner. Director of Forest Stewardship Peter 

Church made a presentation on DCR’s response to 

the tornado and hurricane damage of the past 

summer. We also had a presentation by Sharl Heller 

of the Friends Network. I’ll be addressing that 

network on Saturday to discuss how we can improve 

the DCR interpretive services program on a 

shoestring budget. 

 

       This seventh conference in the series reinforced 

how wonderfully giving the scientific and 

environmental community is in the realm of student 

education. All participants exhibit a sense of mission 

and are willing to share what they know to the benefit 

of the students and general public.  They do this year 

after year. We are so grateful. 

 

       For this event, we were privileged to have our 

own Dr. Don Bragg come all the way from Arkansas 

to be part of the events. Don made the DCR attendees 

such as foresters from Fish and Wildlife feel 

especially welcome.  I felt good about that. We ask 

DCR to participate with us and it is only appropriate 

that we not only recognize what they do well, but 

have some presentations of special interest to them. 

 

      Another special treat for us was to have Dr. Joan 

Maloof present on the Old-Growth Forest Network 

that she is creating. Massachusetts will be well 

represented in the network. Joan will be a full-

fledged participant in all future conferences. We 

dedicated a tree to her on Oct 16th. I’ll cover that 

event separately under events of the 16th . 

 

      Each presentation at these conferences enriches 

attendees.  We receive excellent reviews. I don’t 

know how many more years we’ll hold the 

conferences, but I’d like to do at least a couple more. 

I hope we can make next year the conference of the 

decade. It would be fabulous if we could get some of 

our West Coast members to join us and present. Also 

Larry Tucei, Steve Galehouse, Rand Brown, Eli 

Dickerson, George Fieo, and other standout Ents are 

needed.  We need to see big Ed’s return as well as 

Dale Luthringer. At this point I’m thinking about 

dividing the lectures between Holyoke Community 

and Smith Colleges. But there is plenty of time to 

think about times, locations, and agendas. Ideas are 

welcome. In addition, we might want to take an 

overnight field trip to the Adirondacks to visit some 

old growth forests and big trees in one of the East’s 

most inspiring natural settings. I could see 

establishing the theme of next year's conference 

around Joan’s Old-Growth Forest Network.   

 

      I’ll conclude these comments around the 13th and 

14th. The next description will cover the events of 

the 15th. It was a marvelous day in the forest 

followed by outstanding events at the Charlemont 

Inn. Please stay tuned.  

 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

Re: The 7th Annual Forest Summit 

by dbhguru » Wed Oct 19, 2011 3:21 pm  

Events on Oct 15th 

 

       Oct 15th proved to be a gala New England 

autumn day, cool, bright sun, and fall colors. The 

day’s schedule consisted of a field trip from 

10:00AM until 3:30PM in accessible parts of MTSF 

followed by several events at the Charlemont Inn 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=2948&start=10#p12598
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=2948&start=20#p12605
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12598
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12605
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extending until 9:00PM.  

 

       We had our customary breakfast at the Inn then 

headed to Zoar Gap where we hiked down stream to 

the Elders Grove. There we shared the great pines 

with the group.  An added benefit of having Will and 

Don Bragg attending was our collective re-measuring 

of Saheda. Three sets of equipment, three different 

measuring locations, and three sets of eyes. 

Beforehand, I predicted the height of Saheda from the 

established mid-point would be 166 feet. From my 

base point, I had gotten 167.1 previously and I knew 

my base point was higher than Will’s by about half a 

foot. I tend to follow the vertical wood to the lowest 

point it touches the earth. Well, here are the results: 

 

Measurer                     Height 

 

Bob Leverett                166.2 

Will Blozan                166.3 

Don Bragg                166.5 

 

       I settled on Will’s measurement of 166.3 as 

Saheda’s height.  The actual average of the 3 

measurements is 166.333 feet. I plan to abandon my 

mid-slope positions and stick with Will’s for all 

future measurements. It is less confusing that way. 

However, note that my prior measurement of 167.1 – 

0.5 feet adjusted offset yields 166.6 feet. So the 

maximum spread for the 4 independent 

measurements is 0.4 feet.  Not bad. 

 

       After leaving the Elders Grove, we went up on 

the boulder field of Clark Ridge. I have reported on 

the forests of Clark ridge often. It is a rather 

inhospitable environment for people, but the small 

group was up for it. It was the only way for the small 

group of new comers to see a little old growth.  The 

following images show the predominately sugar 

maple-ash forest that has been so productive in the 

past, but is now showing signs of wear. The forest 

may have peaked. In the following images Carl 

Harting is shown next to an aging white ash tree, 

followed by an area of exquisite old-growth sugar 

maples with moss-covered rocks. Next comes our 

buddy Don Bragg followed by a look at Negus 

Mountain across the Deerfield River. Finally, we see 

Magic Maple in her autumn finery. 

                                        

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5504&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5505&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5506&mode=view
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       From the boulder field, we moved down to near 

the trailhead and then back upslope to the bigtooth 

aspen grove that grows opposite Zoar Gap. The grove 

is home to the champion tall aspen of New England 

and maybe the northeast. We previously had its 

height at 126.0 feet. Well, we still do.  The champ is 

skinny, but the stand is aging rapidly. I doubt the 

trees will hold on for many more years. In terms of 

heirs apparent, I think one other tree in the stand is 

122 feet. Most of the other tall ones are about 115. 

However, a much more attractive aspen in Monroe 

SF is 125 feet.  

 

       From the aspens we made our way by a very tall 

ash. We settled on 142.6 feet in height. Then it was 

Magic Maple’s turn.  She always comes through. 

Here is an image of this charismatic red maple in her 

autumn finery. Magic is Tim Zelazo’s favorite. 

 

                                                        

       Bidding farewell to the magic one, we moved on 

for a rendezvous with the Bruce Kershner Memorial 

Pine. Bruce's tree is one of Mohawk's 150s and is a 

beautifully formed pine. The small, bubbling streams 

on both sides of Bruce's tree imparted a feeling of life 

and vitality to the forest. In the vicinity many 

beautiful, healthy hemlocks greeted us. After passing 

Bruce’s spot, we worked our way down slope to the 

Three Graces, white pines that point the way to a 

small grove down hill that honors standout DCR 

employees. After passing the dedicated pines, we 

made our way to the road and walked back to our 

starting point. Crossing the bridge over the Deerfield, 

we could see the big pines of the Elders Grove 

tipping their lofty crowns in appreciation of our visit. 

It was time for us to return to the Inn for Bart 

Bouricius’s presentation on rainforest tree forms and 

to partake of refreshments. 

 

       Bart’s presentation was extremely interesting and 

held all our attentions. Bart climbs in the canopies of 

the rainforests of Asia, Central America, and South 

America. The diversity of the tree forms he showed 

us was simultaneously fascinating and bewildering. I 

could not image myself learning to identify all those 

species, let alone understanding what niches they fill. 

The tropics add a level of complexity that is not 

easily disentangled in my aging brain. It is a fact of 

life. Aging happens.  

 

       After an excellent dinner, it was all Monica’s 

show. She always comes through for us and did again 

with a stellar program of music, prose, and poetry. 

the program reminded me of the role of the arts can 

in gaining our appreciation of forests and trees. 

 Monica recruited Dr. David Snyder of UMASS and 

Amherst to play clarinet.  The poetry and prose 

readings were excellent. Joan Maloof led off. Robin 

Barber and Carol Edelstein followed. Then came 

Norma Roche with a conclusion by ENTS poet 

laureate Susan Middleton.  

 

      I know of nobody who wasn’t impressed by the 

quality of the performances. I was a little 

disappointed that more people didn’t make it to 

evening event, but the Charlemont Inn seems far 

away to people who might otherwise attend. Next 

year we may opt to have the evening with music, 

poetry, and prose in Northampton. It would be a pity 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5507&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5508&mode=view
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since the Inn is so very, very special. Nonetheless, on 

that lovely fall evening, there was no finer music and 

poetry to hear. I think everyone in attendance would 

agree. I'll close with three images from the historic 

Inn. The first two show a couple of Tarot images that 

hang on the wall. The images go all the way around 

the wall. The last image speaks for itself. 

 

 

 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

Re: The 7th Annual Forest Summit 

by AndrewJoslin » Wed Oct 19, 2011 4:50 pm  

Indeed! I was experiencing serious "I am not worthy" 

during the music and readings at the Charlemont Inn. 

From the musical selections and performances, to the 

readings and back I was either in rapt attention, 

laughing, or fighting tears at other moments. Really 

special. 

 

Here are a few photos from the walk in the woods led 

by Bob. I have to say Bob outdid himself taking us 

through classically intense Mohawk Trail State 

Forest terrain enhanced by wet rocks and leaves. 

Everyone did very well getting around, it was well 

worth it, this is the true stuff of the forest experience 

and tall tree exploring. To spare you the horror I'm 

not posting photos of the vigorous patch of Netted 

Stinkhorn (Dictyophora duplicata) found by Bart 

growing in and around a broken stump. Roger 

Phillips (Mushrooms of North America) describes the 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=2948&start=20#p12606
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5509&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5510&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5511&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12606
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smell as "a very fetid odor". My unfortunate nose 

concurs. 

 

Another angle on three sugar maples also well 

photographed by Bob 

 

At the Saheda Pine, Tom Howard, Joan Maloof, 

Doug Bidlack and others 

 

Lee Frelich talking about heliotropism in hardwood 

branch ends vs. a different strategy in conifers 

 

 

Bob talks about mixed stands and biomes in MTSF, 

then asks "Everyone ready to hike through a steep 

boulder field?". The unanimous reply "Yes!" 

 

Mohawk mosses 
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Honey mushrooms 

 

Old Yellow-bellied Sapsucker drillings in a dead 

American Basswood 

 

 

Andrew Joslin 

 

Netted Stinkhorn mushrooms 

by AndrewJoslin » Wed Oct 19, 2011 9:36 pm  

During the ENTS Forest Summit 2011 field trip to 

the Elder Grove, MTSF, (October 15, 2011) we came 

across a patch of the unpleasantly fragrant Netted 

Stinkhorn (Dictyophora duplicata) growing in and 

around a hollow stump: 

 

"Freshly" emerged stinkhorns, note the fly perched to 

the right 

 

A little further along, the egg-like structure that the 

stinkhorn emerged from visible at the base 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=287&t=3160#p12613
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12613
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The fetid green slime on the top contains 

reproductive spores presumably distributed by insects 

attracted by the odor 

 

 

Just looking at the photos recalls the odor. Roger 

Phillips (Mushrooms of North America) describes the 

smell as "a very fetid odor" and mentions Netted 

Stinkhorn is edible in the early "egg" phase and in the 

same sentence advises against eating them, duh!!!  :-) 

-AJ 

 

 

 

 



eNTS: The Magazine of the Native Tree Society - Volume 1, Number 10, October 2011 

 

 

96 

 

ENTS Evening of Music, Poetry and 

Prose 10/15 

by Monica Jakuc Leverett » Mon Oct 10, 2011 

3:25 pm  

Dear Friends,  on Saturday, October 15, at 7:30 pm, 

Music at The Charlemont Inn will present the "Sixth 

Annual Eastern Native Tree Society Evening of 

Music, Poetry and Prose" at The Charlemont Inn on 

the Mohawk Trail, Route 2, in Charlemont, MA. 

 Performers will be Charlotte Dewey, soprano, David 

Schneider, clarinet, and Monica Jakuc Leverett, 

piano. Writers Joan Maloof and Norma Sims Roche, 

and poet Susan Middleton will be readers of their 

own original work. Writers Carol Edelstein and 

Robin Barber will read a selection by W.S. Merwin. 

 Admission for the concert/reading is free, but 

donations to the Eastern Native Tree Society will be 

gratefully accepted.  The concert will be preceded by 

hors d'oeuvres at 5:15 pm and dinner at 6 pm at the 

inn at $25/person, not including drinks.  Reservations 

can be made by email at dbhguru@comcast.net. 

 

         The evening's music, poetry and prose celebrate 

nature in all its glory, with a special emphasis on 

trees. The program will open with what has become 

the ENTS themesong: a Donald Swann song based 

on a J.R.R. Tolkien text spoken by the leader of the 

Ents. Soprano Charlotte Dewey will also sing 

"Lotusblume" by Robert Schumann.  The readers 

listed above will be interspersed with the musical 

selections. Other music on the program will include 

piano and clarinet works by Robert Schumann, and 

two clarinet pieces by Camille Saint-Saens, including 

a transcription of the famous "The Swan" from 

Carnival of the Animals. Monica Jakuc Leverett will 

play Debussy's "Clair de lune." Composer Jim 

Ballard (formerly of Charlemont, MA) has written a 

number of settings of Joyce Kilmer's famous poem 

"Trees," and Charlotte Dewey will sing two of them, 

followed by a Gershwin clarinet "Promenade" as a 

finale to the program. 

 

         All of the performers are frequently heard in the 

Pioneer Valley and beyond. All writers are local, 

with the exception of Joan Maloof, who is a featured 

speaker at the Forest Summit Conference at Holyoke 

Community College on October 13 and 14  ( 

Http://www.hcc.edu/news/events/annual-e ... est-

summit ), and the author of Teaching the Trees: 

Lessons from the Forest, and Among the Ancients: 

Adventures in the Eastern Old Growth Forests. 

 

         I hope you can join us for a delightful afternoon 

and a delicious dinner. For those of you who like to 

frolic in the woods, I will be sending shortly an email 

describing the daytime activities on Saturday October 

15. 

 

Best wishes,  Monica 

 

ENTS Evening of Music, Poetry and 

Prose 10/15 

by AndrewJoslin » Mon Oct 17, 2011 8:48 pm  

Monica, thanks for putting together an incredible 

program for the ENTS gathering in Charlemont. The 

depth and the quality of the musicianship, poetry, 

prose and reading was beyond amazing, I felt 

honored to be there. Well done to everyone who put 

their voice or music forward for the ENTS present to 

contemplate and enjoy! 

-Andrew 

 

ENTS Evening of Music, Poetry and 

Prose 10/15 

by tomhoward » Wed Oct 19, 2011 7:48 pm  

The evening at Charlemont Inn was one of the best 

evenings in my life. The dinner was fabulous, and it 

was great being with our fellow tree lovers. The 

Evening of Music, Poetry, and Prose topped it all! It 

is the most glorious musical event I have ever 

attended. The Tolkien song was glorious, and I was 

deeply moved by Joan Maloof''s readings, by 

Monica's beautiful playing of "Clair de lune", one of 

the loveliest pieces of music ever composed. All of 

the evening was a wonderful experience! 

 

Tom Howard 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=3112#p12428
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=3112#p12428
mailto:dbhguru@comcast.net
http://www.hcc.edu/news/events/annual-events/forest-summit
http://www.hcc.edu/news/events/annual-events/forest-summit
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=3112#p12568
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=3112#p12568
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=3112#p12612
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=3112#p12612
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12428
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12568
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12612


eNTS: The Magazine of the Native Tree Society - Volume 1, Number 10, October 2011 

 

 

97 

 

Re: The 7th Annual Forest Summit 

by dbhguru » Wed Oct 19, 2011 5:47 pm  

Events of Oct 16th 

 

       The final day of the conference-rendezvous 

centered around an event held in the Bryant woods. 

We met at the head of the Rivulet Trail at the Bryant 

Homestead at 10:30AM on the 16th.  Julie Richburg, 

chief ecologist for TTOR, and her young daughter 

joined us as did Ents Tom and Jack Howard. Tom 

came over from Syracuse. Jack came all the way 

from Toronto.  The new comers to the Bryant woods 

were mightily impressed with the site. 

 

       The event was the establishment of a grove of 

pines dedicated to women environmentalists. The 

first pines dedicated were to Dr. Joan Maloof and the 

late Dr. Mary Byrd Davis.  The selection of a pine 

posthumously for Mary should not be a surprise. She 

is legendary. Joan was selected for the other pine for 

many reasons, which will be discussed in the weeks 

to come.  However, one reason is that Joan is 

launching a project to establish network of old-

growth forests, one per county in each county in the 

U.S.  Now that, folks, is an ambitious project. Many 

counties have no old growth. So in those localities, a 

forest intended to eventually become old growth 

would be selected. Joan conceived of the visionary 

project to call attention to dwindling natural forests in 

many parts of the nation. She spoke eloquently to her 

reasons at the conference.  For the record, I am 

solidly behind Joan. I expect that she will keep us 

informed on her progress. Hopefully, we in the NTS 

can help her identify candidate forests.  

 

       We walked the regular route along the Rivulet 

trail. Joan, Tom, and Jack were extremely impressed 

by the large black cherry that I have frequently 

photographed.  Continuing on, we reached the lowest 

point the trail reaches where there is a plaque. Joan 

read Bryant’s poem the Rivulet to us from the plaque. 

I made a recording of her reading.  We continued on 

past yellow birches and that lovely red maple, Magic 

Maple’s younger sister. Then came the pines. I 

definitely saw Tom’s eyes get large. I don’t think he 

imagined so many huge trees. Joan’s tree is the first 

large one on the trail. Mary’s is next to Joan’s. We 

conducted the ceremony and moved on. 

 

       Along  Pine Loop, we had time for a little tree 

measuring courtesy of Will’s ability to cover ground 

like a race horse. Will re-measured the Emily 

Dickinson tree. He got 153.9 feet. I had it at 153.4 

from the year before, but failed to quite get 153 in a 

measurement a few weeks ago. Will diagnosed the 

problem. The tree has a tricky nested top. It was 

revealed by gusts of wind.  It is a common problem 

for the Bryant pines that have lots of crown breaks. 

A look at Joan’s tree with Joan and Julie’s daughter. 

       Will also found and confirmed a striped maple in 

Bryant at 68.0 feet. It becomes the second tallest 

striped maple in the state. One in Mohawk hit 68.5. 

 Beyond the measurements, Will had the opportunity 

to assess pine growth from his last visit. He’s 

conclusion is that the pines are packing on the wood. 

So far, have confirmed 16 pines with a girth over 11 

feet. Fourteen reach 150 feet. That is the 5th  highest 

number for a site in the Northeast. The numbers go 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=2948&start=20#p12608
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12608
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5512&mode=view
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like this: Mohawk 117, Cook 112, Claremont 65, 

Hearts Content 19, and Bryant 14.  

Robert T. Leverett 

 

Re: The 7th Annual Forest Summit 

by tomhoward » Sun Oct 23, 2011 2:28 pm  

ENTS, here is my write-up of this great event: 

 

From Fri. 10/14 – Sun/ 10/16/2011 my brother Jack 

Howard and I traveled to Massachusetts for the 

ENTS gathering. We stayed at the Holyoke 

Convention and Visitor Center.  

 

In late afternoon and evening of Fri. Oct. 14, we went 

to Northampton, our first visit to this really nice 

progressive little city. I’ve been reading about Sylvia 

Plath lately and we visited some of the sites 

associated with her in Northampton, where she was a 

student at Smith College from 1950-1955, and taught 

English at Smith College from 1957-58.  We went to 

Child’s Park, by 337 Elm St. (on Rt. 9) where Plath 

and her husband the poet Ted Hughes lived when 

Sylvia taught at Smith. Next to that house, in an 

adjoining lawn, is a White Pine that seems to be over 

110 ft. tall and about 3 ft. dbh. There’s no doubt Plath 

and Hughes knew that tree.  

 

Child’s Park had a lot of water as a very heavy rain 

had just ended. It is a beautiful park with many large 

trees, including some impressive Pin Oaks, one of 

which I measured to 45.1” dbh. But the most 

impressive trees are the towering fragrant White 

Pines (that Plath refers to her in her poem “Child’s 

Park Stones”), that I measured at 27.7” dbh, 36.5” 

dbh, 33.7” dbh, 39” dbh – and there are many more. 

Bob Leverett told me that these trees are about 120 ft. 

tall – I can well believe it. On this cloudy mysterious 

evening, I could sense Sylvia Plath’s spirit still here, 

under the dark pines and amid the oddly shaped 

megalithic looking stones that she wrote about in her 

poem. We also saw Sawara Cypress, Hemlock, 

Yellow Birch, Catalpa, White Oak (with deep russet 

leaves), big Red Oaks (seeming to be about 80-90 ft. 

tall in forest), large Witch Hazel shrubs, another 

White Oak 28.7” dbh, Black Gum, Gingko, European 

Larch, Red Maple, Scots Pine, Red Pine. 

 

We also explored the lovely campus of Smith 

College which has many big trees, including many 

big Dawn Redwoods, and other trees including a big 

Sycamore near Paradise Pond. But the most 

impressive tree in Northampton is the giant Pin Oak 

on Columbus Ave., and we got a good look at – it’s 

awesome! – 17.7 ft. cbh, 113 ft. tall, 107 ft. branch 

spread, easily the biggest oak I’ve ever seen, and I’ve 

seen a lot of big oaks. In the center of Northampton 

we saw a huge Silver Maple (possibly close to 5 ft. 

dbh) on the grounds of the county courthouse – I 

think that’s what the old building is. Northampton is 

a fantastic place. 

 

Sat. Oct. 15 – The day began sunny, cool, and 

beautiful, perfect fall weather. Clouds would build up 

when we were in Mohawk Trail SF, followed by rain 

in late afternoon. In the morning Jack and I left 

Holyoke, took I-91 north by Mt. Tom State 

Reservation, over the Oxbow (the setting of a famous 

painting by Thomas Cole as well as Plath’s poem 

“Above the Oxbow”) but you can’t see much from 

the highway; we saw some Sassafras with bright red 

leaves as we went north. We took MA 2 west to 

Charlemont and Mohawk Trail SF.  We had no 

trouble finding the picnic area where we were 

supposed to park, thanks to Bob’s clear directions. 

We crossed the bridge over the Deerfield River, and 

walked up the wet trail to where we met the Ents, 

with Bob Leverett, Will Blozan, Andrew Joslin, Lee 

Frelich, Jack Sobon, Joan Maloof, Doug Bidlack, 

Carl Harting (at least that’s who I think we met), Bart 

Bouricious, and others. We followed them up the trail 

into the Elders Grove, the most impressive grove of 

White Pines I’d seen up to that time. According to 

Bob, the White Pines are about 185 years old, only 

middle-aged, and possibly growing faster now than at 

any time in their lives. They are the tallest trees I 

have ever seen in eastern North America, and Saheda 

Pine is the tallest, most awesome of the Elders. Other 

Elders Pines are named for Sacajawea, Ouray, Crazy 

Horse, Tecumseh (that Will Blozan measured to 165 

ft. from tape drop 10/12 as I’d find out later). Just 

upslope from Saheda is a Red Maple that Bob said is 

at least 125 ft. tall – it looks short compared to 

Saheda; yet it is the tallest Red Maple I’ve ever seen, 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=222&t=2948&start=20#p12673
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12673
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about 6 ft. taller than the NY record (which I think is 

a 119.1 ft. Red Maple in Zoar Valley). The Saheda 

Pine on this day was measured to 166.3 ft. with dbh 

of 44.9 in. Saheda is about 8 ft. taller than the tallest 

tree in NY, which I believe is a 158 ft. White Pine in 

the Elders Grove in the Adirondacks.  

 

Trees seen in Elders Grove – White Pine (glorious!), 

Red Maple, Sugar Maple, Striped Maple, Basswood, 

Witch Hazel, White Ash, Beech, Red Oak, Yellow 

Birch, Hemlock. 

 

Elders Grove is one of the most sacred places I’ve 

ever been. Lee Frelich showed us his favorite plant, a 

ground plant called the Selkirk Violet, which is rare 

in most places. 

 

A Sugar Maple near Elders Grove was measured to 

121.8 ft. and 35 in. dbh.  

 

The walk through a wet boulder field turned out to be 

too difficult for me so Jack and I broke off from the 

group and we made our way back down to the trail by 

the Deerfield River. We took a little snack break by 

the river and then headed back up the trail to Elders 

Grove where we spent a magical hour among the 

great White Pines. I measured a White Pine near the 

trail at 36.5” dbh, and the 125+ ft. Red Maple 

upslope from Saheda at 26.1” dbh.   

 

Then we walked back to our car in increasing rain. 

About 20 minutes later the rest of the group arrived at 

the picnic area, and we drove to the historic 

Charlemont Inn (which dates from 1775 with famous 

guests like General Burgoyne (as POW in 1777), 

Benedict Arnold, Emerson, Thoreau, Mark Twain). 

We had a great time there, watching Bart 

Bouricious’s fascinating presentation on tropical 

forest trees in Peru, then a fabulous dinner, 

fascinating conversation, and, best of all, the Evening 

of Music, Poetry, and Prose, the best musical event I 

have ever attended! Among people met at the 

Charlemont Inn were the wonderful singer and 

hostess Charlotte Dewey, Joan Maloof, and the 

painter Robert Cumming. Monica’s playing of 

Debussy’s “Clair de lune” was especially magical, 

and Jack and I returned to Holyoke with the Moon 

accompanying us.   

 

Sun. Oct. 16 – another beautiful sunny morning – this 

time Jack and I went to the Bryant Homestead near 

Cummington. We took I-91 north to Northampton, 

went once again through the lovely tree-filled city of 

Northampton, going west on MA 9 to Cummington. 

We went by Look Park, saw the tall White Pines in 

the background (well, some other time), then through 

Florence, and on to Cummington. At the Bryant 

Homestead at the head of the Rivulet Trail, we met 

Bob and Monica Leverett, Will Blozan, Joan Maloof, 

Julie Richberg of the Trustees of Reservations and 

Julie Richberg’s 5-year-old daughter Isabelle. A 

glorious outing, the best fall outing I’ve ever been on, 

followed. It was a perfect fall day, cool with lots of 

sun, and some clouds. We took the Rivulet Trail into 

an old growth forest, the first original old growth 

forest I’ve ever been to in New England (and I’ve 

been traveling through New England since 

childhood), the forest that inspired William Cullen 

Bryant, one of America’s first major poets, as a child. 

The trees he played under as a child are still there, as 

Bob Leverett has proved by coring – Hemlocks over 

250 years old. And in this forest where Bryant found 

enchantment, Isabelle, the child of the 21st century, 

found enchantment too. And so did we adults.  

 

One of the most impressive trees in this old forest is a 

Black Cherry estimated to be about 180 years old, 

9.05 ft. cbh, which Bob said is 101.5 ft. tall – it is a 

beautiful tree. There is also old Yellow Birch, White 

Ash, Red Maple, Beech in this mostly Hemlock 

stand. Everywhere in Bryant Woods, including in the 

incredible White Pine grove we would enter, the 

ground is covered with Partridgeberry – I’ve never 

seen so much of it.  

 

While we walked we could hear the Rivulet rushing 

through the ravine below – it still flows as it did 

when Bryant was a child over 200 years ago. A 

moment of utter magic occurred when Joan Maloof 

read Bryant’s poem “The Rivulet” in her melodious 

voice from a sign posted on the trail. The Rivulet of 

the poem provided background music, in its eternal 

youth. 

 

Then we entered the White Pine grove. These 

magnificent Pines are not old growth, and are about 

150 years old or so, but this does not take away from 

their grandeur. The Pine Grove at Bryant Woods is 
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easily the grandest Eastern forest I have ever seen! 

The Pine Loop Trail, which Bob Leverett laid out, is 

the best trail like this I’ve ever been on, and this trail 

winds from one great Pine to another. These giant 

White Pines are often only 10-15 ft. apart, and well 

over 140 ft. tall. The ground under the great Pines 

was covered by freshly fallen pine needles, and the 

air was fragrant with the fresh spicy smell of White 

Pines in autumn.  

 

The first tree we came to was a White Pine 11.5 ft. 

cbh and 150.3 ft. tall. At this tree a dedicatory grove 

for Women Environmentalists was inaugurated, and 

this tree was dedicated to Joan Maloof. It was a 

special moment, deeply touching with Joan present at 

the dedication of her tree. A White Pine the same size 

(11.5 ft. cbh, 150+ ft. tall) was dedicated to Mary 

Byrd Davis. The Maloof and Davis Pines are 21.5 ft. 

apart. Some of these magnificent White Pines have 

been dedicated to poets – Robert Frost’s Pine is 154 

ft. tall. The tallest tree in the grove (and at the Bryant 

Homestead) is the William Cullen Bryant White 

Pine, which is 157 ft. tall.  The largest tree in the 

grove is a White Pine 13.4 ft. cbh. The Centurion 

White Pine is 12 ft. cbh and 150 ft. tall. All these 

Pines have huge trunks that soar straight up into the 

sparkling autumn sky. Words can’t describe how 

glorious this grove is. I well believe, as Bob Leverett 

says, that these are the best White Pines in New 

England. This grove has 14 White Pines 150 or more 

feet tall. Will Blozan re-measured the great Emily 

Dickinson White Pine (11.1 ft. cbh) to 153.9 ft. tall. 

 An inspiring sight was the broken top of a White 

Pine well over 140 ft. tall, with vastly spreading 

branches regenerating the top and looking like a giant 

eagle high in the sky. We never wanted to leave this 

wondrous grove! 

 

Other trees (far shorter) among the White Pines are 

Hemlock, Red Maple, Beech, Yellow Birch, and 

other trees, there and in the older forest like Striped 

Maple, Hop Hornbeam.  Julie Richberg showed us 3 

species of Clubmoss – Northern Ground Pine (or 

Princess Pine), Ground Cedar, Staghorn Clubmoss 

(spiky and upright).   

 

We reluctantly left the Pines and walked back along 

the Rivulet Trail to our cars, where we talked some 

more about trees, and said good-by. It was wonderful 

spending time with everyone, and we bought Joan’s 

books. Jack and I continued west on MA 9 (though a 

higher area with lots of Balsam Fir, Red Spruce) 

toward Pittsfield, MA.  

 

In Pittsfield, we turned north on US Rt. 7, stopped for 

donuts at Lanesborough just north, at a place by 

scenic Pontoosuc Lake – glorious view of forested 

mountains across the lake with passing sunlight 

illuminating fall colors on steep slopes; next door a 

group of 5 tall White pines, all in all a classic New 

England scene. Light rain began to fall and rain 

would be with us all the way back to North Syracuse. 

We drove by Mt. Greylock to the Clark Institute just 

south of Williamstown, looked at the magnificent art 

there, especially some Renoirs. Then we headed back 

into NY on MA 2. 

 

Tom Howard 

 

Re: Partitioning Diversity (Conferenc) 

by pauljost » Tue Oct 18, 2011 1:29 pm  

As a follow up to this post, a research program 

activity has been scheduled to discuss my brother's 

papers.  Unfortunately, it is out of reach of most of us 

in the Americas since it is being held at the Center for 

Mathematical Research  in Barcelona, Spain next 

year.  Grants are available for lodging and reduced 

fee registration for post-graduate students.  A 

summary of the program follows: 

 

Dates:            July 2 to 6, 2012 

Place:           Centre de Recerca Matemàtica (CRM), 

Bellaterra, Barcelona, Spain               

Objectives:  

   1. Develop diversity measures that are sensitive to 

species similarity. 

   2. Understand the mathematical content of Jost's 

partitioning result. 

   3. Extend Jost's partitioning result to similarity-

sensitive measures. 

 

This activity is not just about creating new 

mathematics. It is also crucial that the methods 

developed are useful to life scientists. This requires 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=27&t=1165&start=10#p12586
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12586
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communication in both directions: From life 

scientists to mathematicians and from 

mathematicians to life scientists. 

 

Scientific Committee 

Ben Allen, Harvard University 

Silvia Cuadrado, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona 

Tom Leinster, University of Glasgow 

Richard Reeve, University of Glasgow 

John Woolliams, University of Edimburgh 

 

Speakers (tentative) 

John Baez, National University of Singapore 

Jordi Bascompte, Estación Biológica de Doñana 

Michel Bonsall, Oxford University 

Anne Chao, National Tsing Hua University 

Christina Cobbold, University of Glasgow 

Anthony Ives, University of Wisconsin 

Lou Jost, Independent researcher 

Michel Loreau, McGill University 

Louise Matthews, University of Glasgow 

Hans Metz, Universiteit Leiden 

Theo Meuwissen, Norwegian University of Life 

Sciences 

Sandrine Pavoine, Muséum National d'Histoire 

Naturelle 

Joan Pino Vilalta, Centre de Recerca Ecològica i 

Aplicacions Forestals/ Universitat Autònoma de 

Barcelona 

William Sherwin, University of New South Wales 

 

For more information, please reference: 

http://www.crm.cat/Activitats/Activitats/2011-

2012/CBIO/web-cbio/default.htm 

http://www.crm.cat/eng/default.htm 

 

Regards, 

 

Paul Jost 

 

 

 

 

Re: Pagami Creek Fire, Minnesota 

by Rand Brown » Mon Oct 17, 2011 5:15 pm  

 

Nearly two months after being ignited by lightning, 

the Pagami Creek Fire in northern Minnesota was 

nearly contained when Landsat-5 acquired this image 

on October 10, 2011. Since August 18, the fire has 

been burning in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 

Wilderness in Superior National Forest. As of 

October 11, the fire had burned 92,682 acres and was 

82 percent contained. Apart from a faint hint of 

smoke, there is little sign of current fire activity in the 

image. The burned forest, however, is charcoal-

colored, in contrast to the green forest around it. 

 

 

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/NaturalHazards/vie

w.php?id=76104 

 

Re: Pagami Creek Fire, Minnesota 

by Lee Frelich » Sat Oct 22, 2011 10:47 am  

ENTS:  As of today (Oct 22) the Pagami Creek fire is 

91% contained, and because an inch of rain fell last 

week combined with rapidly cooling weather, they 

are removing crews and equipment from the area.  A 

research program funded by the National Science 

Foundation rapid response fund is underway, headed 

by Phil Townsend (U of WI), Peter Wolter (IA State), 

and Brian Sturtevant, Randy Kolka and others at the 

http://www.crm.cat/Activitats/Activitats/2011-2012/CBIO/web-cbio/default.htm
http://www.crm.cat/Activitats/Activitats/2011-2012/CBIO/web-cbio/default.htm
http://www.crm.cat/eng/default.htm
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=94&t=2986&start=10#p12566
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/NaturalHazards/view.php?id=76104
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/NaturalHazards/view.php?id=76104
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=94&t=2986&start=10#p12657
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12566
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5485&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12657
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US Forest Service. I am included as a cooperator. 

This project will obtain immediate data on the 

impacts of the fire on vegetation and soils, setting the 

stage for a larger ongoing research project later. 

 

Lee Frelich 

 

Chernobyl's de facto Wilderness Area 

by PAwildernessadvocate » Thu Oct 20, 2011 9:27 

pm  

When the Chernobyl nuclear accident occurred in the 

Ukraine in 1986 it was (and still is) a terrible human 

disaster. Whole towns were lost forever. 

 

One of the consequences of the disaster was the 

establishment of an exclusion zone surrounding the 

disabled plant, tens of thousands of acres in size, 

sprawling across parts of both the Ukraine and 

Belarus. Because of the radiation it is too dangerous 

to live there full time, and will be for a long time to 

come. It is ok to go in and visit, but you have to be 

careful. Especially as you get closer to the plant site 

itself in the middle of the exclusion zone. 

 

What is fascinating about this exclusion zone is just 

how rapidly forests and nature in general have taken 

back over. Eagles, wild boar, wolves, deer, bear, 

beavers, and lots of other species are thriving in this 

location - smack in the middle of the otherwise 

heavily populated eastern Europe - in a way that they 

haven't done for centuries. 

 

I read a book about this phenomenon several years 

ago called "Wormwood Forest" by Mary Mycio, 

which I recommend: 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Wormwood-Forest-N ... 

0309094305 

 

Then, last night on the PBS show Nature, there was a 

new hour-long documentary on the exclusion zone 

that focused on wolf packs that are thriving in the 

area. You can watch the full episode online here (I 

couldn't figure out if there was a way to embed the 

player): 

 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/episodes ... 

sode/7190/ 

 

Just another example that once you "untrammel" an 

area of forest land from man's overt management, the 

land and the ecosystem takes care of itself quite 

nicely, thank you. All the land needs is time and a 

total absence of interference by human beings. 

Designate the wilderness, and they will come! 

 

 

Kirk Johnson 

 

Laser beam viewing aid 

by pauljost » Thu Oct 20, 2011 2:29 pm  

If you have ever wondered about the size and shape 

of your rangefinder laser beam, or whether or not it is 

aligned with the aiming point, there is a tool that will 

allow you to check out the laser beam and it's 

alignment.  Purchase an infrared sensor card for use 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=45&t=3167#p12638
http://www.amazon.com/Wormwood-Forest-Natural-History-Chernobyl/dp/0309094305
http://www.amazon.com/Wormwood-Forest-Natural-History-Chernobyl/dp/0309094305
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/episodes/radioactive-wolves/full-episode/7190/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/episodes/radioactive-wolves/full-episode/7190/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=3164#p12631
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12638
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12631
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at home.  Possible sources include the following: 

 

http://www.greenlaserpointer.org/ir-sensor-card-

infrared-lasers/58-laser-ir-detection-card.html 

                                        

 

http://search.newport.com/?q=*&x2=sku&q2=5842 

http://www.cascadelaser.com/ircards.html 

 

Good Shootin', 

 

Paul Jost 

 

Re: Laser beam viewing aid 

by M.W.Taylor » Sat Oct 29, 2011 12:26 pm  

I use my night vision goggle to see the infrared beam. 

On the Trupulse200, the beam is divergent, not a 

focused point and about the size of a deck of cards at 

50 feet. For the Impulse200LR, the laser is even 

bigger, about the size of a national geographic 

magazine at 50 ft. Most IR laser rangefinders emit a 

divergent type beam, not a focused point. 

 

Michael Taylor 

 

Oak hybrid opinion solicited 

by tsharp » Wed Oct 19, 2011 10:40 pm  

NTS: I recently collected these leaves from an Oak 

tree near Parkersburg, WV. They came from the 

same twig and is a good representation of what the 

foliage of the whole crown looked like with the 

possible exception that higher up in the crown some 

leaves had more pronounced lobes then the left most 

example. The tree is in a fence line between two 

properties and not likely to be planted. No acorns 

present. I value all NTS opinions. 

Turner Sharp 

                                        

 

 

Spring Street Park, MA 

by sam goodwin » Fri Oct 21, 2011 10:26 am  

On 10/20/2011 I was walking around this park in 

Windsor Locks which was once a fish hatchery. 

There is a small pond with schools of carp and 

fishing allowed. By following the outlet stream on a 

old service road you can see the remains of the 

holding ponds. There are 3 streams that converge just 

past the ponds. It was there I saw 2 tulip trees. One 

was 6' 7" cbh @ 90 plus feet and the other was 5'6" 

cbh @ 95 plus feet. It was hard to measure the height 

with the leaves still on the trees. The trees in the park 

are the usual mixture of oaks, maples, white. grey, 

http://www.greenlaserpointer.org/ir-sensor-card-infrared-lasers/58-laser-ir-detection-card.html
http://www.greenlaserpointer.org/ir-sensor-card-infrared-lasers/58-laser-ir-detection-card.html
http://search.newport.com/?q=*&x2=sku&q2=5842
http://www.cascadelaser.com/ircards.html
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=3164#p12812
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=131&t=3161#p12614
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=161&t=3168#p12644
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12812
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12614
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5513&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12644
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silver birch and white pines. One white pine was 9'6" 

cbh and another was 8' 2" cbh @ 80'. Many of the 

trees are in the range of 7 to 9 feet cbh and the 80 

foot range. No record setters here but many of the 

pines and oaks are very straight for most of their 

heights. Loggers would love the trees!   Not in my 

life time but someday they could be record setters!   

Sam Goodwin 

 

Eastern NY Sites 

by tomhoward » Sun Oct 23, 2011 2:39 pm  

Here is some information on sites in eastern NY I 

visited this summer. I went with Robert Henry to 

Saratoga Sept. 18, and at the end of that outing I 

returned his laser rangefinder to him. 

 

Johnstown   July 8: 

 

Johnstown Colonial Cemetery: 

 

White Pine  big spreading limb         34.7” dbh       

 66 ft. tall 

Kentucky Coffee Tree                        29” dbh 

European Larch                                 41.1” dbh       

 91.5 ft. tall 

Cucumber Magnolia                        38.3” dbh       

 72.5 ft. tall 

 

Johnson Hall State Historic Site: 

 

White Pine              85 ft. one of tallest on site 

 

 

Victory and Schuylerville    Sept. 18: 

 

Saratoga Monument stone obelisk          157 ft. tall 

White Pine, Prospect Hill Cemetery       114 ft. tall 

(by road near Saratoga Monument, dbh about 3 ft.) 

Norway Spruce next to above White Pine               

 102 ft. tall 

 

Schuyler Country House (built 1777): 

Black Locust  1st of several slender trees               

 104 ft. tall 

Black Locust                                                  99 ft. tall 

Black Locust                                                  97 ft. tall 

Hackberry                         49.4” dbh             69 ft. tall 

(huge open-grown tree, largest Hackberry I’ve ever 

seen) 

 

Tom Howard 

 

Boston Run, CVNP, OH 

by Steve Galehouse » Sun Oct 23, 2011 10:56 pm  

Today i visited an area in the CVNP called Boston 

Run, named after a small stream that flow through it. 

Most of the woods was visually appealing but 

without tall trees, with second or third growth the 

norm. Eventually I got to a ravine area that held some 

older, taller trees----LiDAR data(from 5 years ago) 

has hits to 148' in the area, but I didn't survey the area 

with LiDAR until I returned home. 

133.2 tulip: 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3169#p12675
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3172#p12682
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12675
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12682
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5543&mode=view
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. The tallest tree I found was a tulip at 133.2'. Also 

found: bitternut; 110.9', cucumber magnolia; 110.8', 

sugar maple; 108.7', mockernut; 106', tupelo; 104.4', 

bigtooth aspen; 95', slippery elm; 91' and yellow 

birch at 76'. The canopy is still pretty dense---the 

excessive rain we've had this season has delayed leaf 

drop by 2 to 3 weeks, it seems. When leaves are 

down I'll try to return to take better measurements, 

and target the tallest LiDAR hits. 

104.4' tuplelo 

 

Steve Galehouse 

 

 

 

 

Road trip, Ct/RI 

by sam goodwin » Mon Oct 24, 2011 10:55 am  

On Sunday, 10/23/2011, we made a tree hunt, 

geocaching and Johnnycake festival trip through Ct 

to RI. There is a geocache at the site of the Ashford, 

Ct, once national  champion, northern  red oak, that 

had a 26 foot girth and impressive root-knees. It is 

still living but dropping branches and has large 

cavities in the trunk. I posted some pictures.  

 

One of the posted logs for the cache had a picture and 

note about the Pelham, Ontario, Canada Comfort 

 sugar maple. It has the distinction of being the oldest 

living sugar maple in all of Canada at 500 plus years 

old. It is now part tree, part lamppost with the amount 

of concrete that has been used in order to preserve it! 

 More pictures and you can Google it.  

 

After the festival it was off to Bristol, RI to check 

some of their trees. There are alot listed for 

downtown but due to the time remaining and lack of 

homework on my part, (how hard can it be to find a 

115 foot tulip tree on route 114?)  I only saw a couple 

of the trees.  One was RI largest, in terms of girth, 16 

feet, tulip tree. It is located in someones backyard so 

I did not try to measure it. From a distance I saw the 

london plane/sycamore twins. I failed to find one the 

the more interesting sounding ones, called the 3 in 1. 

A Norway maple, Austrian pine fused together into a 

helix with a Seberian elm growing out of the crotch. I 

will have to plan on a return, this time, a walking tour 

of Bristol! Most of the trees along route 114 

downtown had 10" X 5' planks around them. I 

assume for protection from snowplowing but I did 

not think they get that much snow and some were a 

good distance up on banks and far from the road.  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=161&t=3174&p=12689#p12689
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5544&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12689
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Red Oak 

 

      

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5559&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5561&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5562&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5563&mode=view
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Comfort Maple - Whole Tree 

 

Comfort Maple 

Sam Goodwin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5564&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5556&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5557&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5558&mode=view


eNTS: The Magazine of the Native Tree Society - Volume 1, Number 10, October 2011 

 

 

108 

 

2 Giant Sequoias Fall at Trail of 100 

Giants 

by edfrank » Mon Oct 24, 2011 5:18 pm  

2 Giant Sequoias Fall at Trail of 100 Giants  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ucahb5GGeo&fe

ature=player_embedded 

 

Friday 30 September 2011 2 giant sequoias fall 

closing Trail of 100 Giants. Footage caught by 

German tourist. 

http://www.treeworld.info/f7/2-giant-se ... 

22245.html 

 Many gather to offer suggestions on downed giant 

sequoia 

http://www.recorderonline.com/news/sequoia-50595-

suggestions-giant.html    

Some more links: 

 

http://www.kcet.org/socal/socal_wanderer/outdoors/v

ideo-watch-a-giant-sequoia-tree-fall.html 

 

http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2011/10/03/2-giant-

trees-fall-in-sequoia-national-forest/ 

 

Tallest Trees May Require Better Protection 

http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/story?id=97661&

page=1 

 

http://photoblog.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2011/10/03/

8128088-popular-trail-closed-after-two-giant-

sequoias-fall 

Re: Eldorado National Forest in the The 

Sierra Nevada 

by Don » Tue Oct 18, 2011 6:08 pm  

Michael- 

Don't know if you made it to Crystal Basin area what 

with the weather of late, but I did find time to capture 

some images and measurements nearby our campsite. 

I was there from October 7-12 and experienced a 24 

hour period of rain (3 inches), followed by 5 inches 

of snow. Fortunately several days of bright, blue, 

down-to-the-horizon clear skies ensued before 

chasing us out with another storm. 

I'm attaching several images of trees of note with 

dbh's ranging from 6 to 10 feet...: > ) 

 

The first one appears above in an earlier closer view, 

and below with a later view from up the hill. Difficult 

image to capture with balanced exposure! 

                                        

 

10.3' DBH Sugar Pine 

Following image is 6' DBH Sugar Pine with 

prominent cone display 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3179#p12701
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3179#p12701
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ucahb5GGeo&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ucahb5GGeo&feature=player_embedded
http://www.treeworld.info/f7/2-giant-sequioas-fall-trail-100-a-22245.html
http://www.treeworld.info/f7/2-giant-sequioas-fall-trail-100-a-22245.html
http://www.recorderonline.com/news/sequoia-50595-suggestions-giant.html
http://www.recorderonline.com/news/sequoia-50595-suggestions-giant.html
http://www.kcet.org/socal/socal_wanderer/outdoors/video-watch-a-giant-sequoia-tree-fall.html
http://www.kcet.org/socal/socal_wanderer/outdoors/video-watch-a-giant-sequoia-tree-fall.html
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2011/10/03/2-giant-trees-fall-in-sequoia-national-forest/
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2011/10/03/2-giant-trees-fall-in-sequoia-national-forest/
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/story?id=97661&page=1
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/story?id=97661&page=1
http://photoblog.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2011/10/03/8128088-popular-trail-closed-after-two-giant-sequoias-fall
http://photoblog.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2011/10/03/8128088-popular-trail-closed-after-two-giant-sequoias-fall
http://photoblog.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2011/10/03/8128088-popular-trail-closed-after-two-giant-sequoias-fall
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3043#p12587
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3043#p12587
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12701
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12587
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5.9' DBH Sugar Pine 

And last but clearly not the least is a 10.56' 

Ponderosa Pine, significant girth, columnar to short 

broken but repaired top..."coulda been a contender"! 

 

A large Ponderosa Pine, with large fire scar on Jon's 

right side, out of sight from this angle 

This wasn't a day of precise measurements, but an 

excursion with friends wanting to know more about 

trees.  I happily put them to work, with equipment I 

had along, but I can't attest to the accuracy of our 

measurements.  But I'll bet they're in the ballpark! I'll 

be back next year, with longer time available to 

investigate this area. 

Don Bertolette 

 

Re: Eldorado National Forest in the The 

Sierra Nevada 

by M.W.Taylor » Tue Oct 25, 2011 1:24 pm  

Don,  I see your big snag ponderosa on Google Earth. 

The 2011 GE pictures offer stunning clarity and 

oblique angles which allow trunk thickness 

measurements. To find base, just follow the trunk 

profile until you find the shadow projection, which is 

seen by the and shift in angle. 

 

The blasted out top pf your tree is jagged looking and 

nearly 8' thick at the break according to Google 

Earth....see GE picture.  I see a large pile of boulders 

just to the North. Did the forest service people put 

those there to keep 4x4's off the trees ? 

 

In the general area I see other HUGE pondy crowns 

50'-70' accross.  What about the big tree 250' away 

just off the stream ?  The trunk looks 7'+ on GE. 

 

Don, do you recall any other large pondys in the area. 

Any 8'+ dbh speciments ?  Any big Jeffreys ? Do you 

do the smell test ? 

 

The pictures show the clear difference between the 

sugar pine and ponderosa crown with ponderosa 

being round, smooth and symetrical and sugar being 

jagged and irregular.  The upright ponderosa candles 

are visible as well vs. the horrizontal sweeping 

branches of the sugar pine.  

 

Using Google Earth and Don's big tree area as a 

starting point I plan to mop the place up this 

weekend. 

 

I am not sure Google Earth's ruler tool is accurate. 

Hard to believe a ponderosa 8' thick at 100' off the 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3043&start=10#p12723
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=69&t=3043&start=10#p12723
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12723
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ground.   Will have a report soon. 

 

Michael Taylor 

 

WNTS VP 

AFA California Big Trees Coordinator 

http://www.landmarktrees.net 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Taylor 

 

 

 

http://www.landmarktrees.net/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5581&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5580&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5579&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5578&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5577&mode=view
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Updated Live Oak Project Listing 

by Larry Tucei » Mon Oct 24, 2011 12:27 pm  

NTS,   Here are the latest updated Listings for the 

Live Oak Project now standing at 187 trees and 

rapidly approaching 200!   

Live_Oak_Project.xlsx  (22.57 KiB) Downloaded 

2 times 

Copy_of_Copy_of_Live_Oak_Project_20070524.xls

x  (34.97 KiB) Downloaded 3 times 

Larry Tucei 

 

Northern Lights 

by Larry Tucei » Tue Oct 25, 2011 11:16 am  

NTS,  The Northern Lights reached all the way down 

to south Ms., last night. I did not see them but my 

brother called me and said the night sky was red to 

the north. We have seen them back in the mid 80's, 

90's and early in 2001. It is rare for the Solar Flares to 

reach this far south. We could possibly see them for 

the next several nights. 

http://sincedutch.wordpress.com/2011/10 ... -

pressure/   

Larry Tucei 

AURORAS IN THE USA:  

http://spaceweather.com/  October 25, 2011 

 

Aurora Gallery 

http://spaceweather.com/aurora/gallery_ ... 

vmdbak8ng0 

 

 

 

 

Fall Hike, VT 2011 

by adam.rosen » Mon Oct 03, 2011 5:13 pm  

I'm in the business of creating little ENTS, (not the 

reproduction end, the education end).  Today we took 

130 potential ENTS up Elmore Mountain in Northern 

Vermont.  We enjoyed the company, the good 

weather and colorful leaves.  I took some pictures of 

a few impressive/older yellow birches, that seemed to 

have been spared the loggers axe for the last few 

hundred years.  Hope you enjoy them. 

                                        

 

                                                        

 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=9&t=3177#p12693
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5551
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5550
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5550
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=8&t=3182#p12721
http://sincedutch.wordpress.com/2011/10/25/10252011-northern-lights-appear-in-the-southeastern-united-states-magnetosphere-under-pressure/
http://sincedutch.wordpress.com/2011/10/25/10252011-northern-lights-appear-in-the-southeastern-united-states-magnetosphere-under-pressure/
http://spaceweather.com/
http://spaceweather.com/aurora/gallery_01oct11.htm?PHPSESSID=kg6v3ujge4a16bivvmdbak8ng0
http://spaceweather.com/aurora/gallery_01oct11.htm?PHPSESSID=kg6v3ujge4a16bivvmdbak8ng0
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=127&t=3085#p12302
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12693
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12721
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12302
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5316&mode=view
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http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5309&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5310&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5311&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5312&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5313&mode=view
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Re: Fall Hike, VT 2011 

by greenent22 » Wed Oct 26, 2011 4:22 am  

Good stuff.   

I just got back from VT. A few days of leaf peeping 

up there. The colors are horrendously muted in NJ 

this fall.  Looked to me liek a few spots in the 

Granville Gulch had some very old and pretty big 

looking softwoods.  Going up Lincoln Gap Rd 

crossing over the northern GMNF there seemed to be 

a number of remnant old-growth sugar maples and 

softwoods along one short stretch. 

 

(Side note: Came across some old articles while I was 

up there. It was pretty sad to read that someone had 

had the foresight to leave 30,000 (with many 

thousands of acres of OG) to Middlebury and the 

state about 100 years ago because he believed it was 

a better work of art than any painting, etc. and how 

marvelous untouched forest was and how this would 

be so amazing for future generations and boom as 

soon as they get their hands on it they are all like oh 

his will couldn't possibly have meant that it should 

remain unlogged could it? I mean obviously the 

woods would soon rot themselves to mud in a few 

years which would be counter to his wishes to forever 

preserve the woods in their natural state right? SO 

only clearcutting it can save the forest right? I mean 

it's not like the whole region wasn't cloaked in 

impressive timber on lands little managed for 

thousands of years was it? Without clear cutting it's 

obviously clear forests turn to mud and rot quickly 

right?  

So after all he did for them and left them they 

proceeded to log most of his lands to pieces, even 

most old-growth parcels were touched. Perhaps as 

little as 100-200 acres of OG survived it all from his 

30,000 gift. On a more positive note, it seems that the 

reason Camel's Hump area mysteriously seems to 

have large chunks of OG is because that was an 

earlier donation of his, one that went better. And the 

condundrum of what to do with some of his 30,000 

donation led to the creation of the northern GMNF 

which most likely would have never come ot pass 

otherwise.) 

Larry Baum 

 

Houmas House Plantation South 

Louisiana 

by Larry Tucei » Mon Oct 24, 2011 10:42 pm  

NTS,    Houmas House is one of the finest examples 

of Plantations in Louisiana built by Gen. Wade 

Hampton in the 1820's. The Houmas Indians held a 

land grant to the property in the late 1600's, they sold 

it to Maurice Conway and Alexander Latil in the mid 

1700's. Latil erected a French provincial house 

directly behind the Mansion and it was later used as 

living quarters for Mansions  Staff. 

 

The Plantation was known as "The Sugar Palace" 

with 300,000 acres of crop production in its heyday. 

The Plantation changed hands several times, one 

owner John Burside saved it from destruction during 

the Civil War by declaring immunity as a subject of 

the British Crown. After the war in the late 1800's 

under another owner Col. William Porcher Miles, the 

Plantation was producing a monumental 20 million 

pounds of sugar a year.  

 

The home was on higher ground and in the great 

flood of 1927 it was spared but tough economic times 

and the great depression helped it wither away. In 

1940 it was purchased by Dr. George Crozat of New 

Orleans as a summer home. He opened the home to 

tourists in 1963 and the movie Hush Hush Sweet 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=127&t=3085#p12745
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=3181#p12709
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=3181#p12709
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5314&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12745
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12709
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Charlotte was filmed here. 

 

The property was purchased by Kevin Kelly in 2003 

and he has brought this grand Mansion and property 

back to what it once was.  I contacted Mr. Kelly 

earlier in the week for permission to come down and 

document the great Live Oaks located there. I arrived 

on Sunday morning at about 9:30 and introduced 

myself and was welcomed by the gift shop staff. I 

met Mr. Kelly on the grounds and he identified the 4 

largest trees and helped me measure the CBH of the 

John Burnside Oak.                                                       

                                                                                      

The Burnside Oak is on the front left side of the 

Mansion and measured CBH-25' 1", Height-72' and 

Spread-159.5' x 139.5'. This tree is a wonderous Oak 

with limbs to the ground all around. The second tree 

the Miles Family Oak measured CBH-20' 8", Height-

76.5' and Spread-126' x 121.5'. It grows on the right 

side of the Mansion. The third tree the Kevin Kelly 

Oak grows near the front of the property and 

measured CBH-21' 11", Height-78' and Spread-145.5' 

x 133.5'.  The final tree located in the back of the 

Mansion the George Grozat measured CBH-27' 7', 

Height-72' and Spread-112.5' x 75' 5'. This tree had a 

huge limb at about 5' above ground that grew 90 

degrees off the trunk and was massive.                         

  

It was a real pleasure to measure and photograph all 

these beautiful Live Oaks. The surrounding gardens 

were equally beautiful and well kept, with several 

ponds and fountains. http://www.houmashouse.com/   

       

Larry 

 

Houmas House 

 

Burnside and House 

John Burnside Oak 

http://www.houmashouse.com/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5576&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5575&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5574&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5573&mode=view
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John Burnside Oak 

John Burnside Oak 

Miles Family Oak 

Miles Family Oak 

Kevin Kelly Oak 

Kevin Kelly Oak 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5572&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5571&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5570&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5569&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5568&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5567&mode=view
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George Grozat Oak 

 

Hermitage Plantation South Louisiana 

by Larry Tucei » Sun Oct 23, 2011 10:07 pm  

NTS,    I visited Hermitage Plantation today to add 

the three great Live Oaks growing there to the Live 

Oak Project listing. Mr. Robert C. Judice and his wife 

were so kind to let me come to their private 

residence.  Mr. and Mrs. Judice gave me a tour of the 

home built 1804-1815, after much discussion about 

the Live Oak Project. They both were very interested 

in what I was doing and I thanked them for their 

hospitality. We then proceeded outside for a tour of 

the property and the trees.   The three Live Oaks at 

the home were probably planted at the time the house 

was built making them around 200 years old.               

                                                                                   

Emmanuel Marius Pons Bringier had the home built 

for his son Michel who after serving under Andrew 

Jackson during the war of 1812 named the property 

Hermitage after Jackson’s home in Tennessee. The 

property has changed hands many times over the 

years as most of the great Louisiana Plantations have. 

 The present owners, Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Judice 

purchased the property in 1959 and are in the process 

of restoration.                                                               

             

The first Oak I measured was the Louis Judice ll, 

CBH-25’ 5”, Height-69’ and Spread-106’5 x 142.5’. 

The second tree measured, the Michel Bringier, 

CBH-21’ 8”, Height-69’ and Spread-96’ x 120’. Both 

of these fine Live Oaks grow on the eastern side the 

Home. The third and final tree I measured, the Joseph 

Landry, CBH-23’ 5”, Height-71’ and Spread-125’ x 

125’. This Oak grows on the western side of the 

Home and had an added surprise. A huge Beehive 

was attached to one of the main limbs at about 20’ off 

the ground and has been there for over 10 years. It 

was the first time I’ve ever seen a full colony of 

Honey Bees on the outside of a tree. It is amazing to 

me that they can survive the winter temperatures and 

storms in that open environment. 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermitage_ ... 

_Louisiana)      

 

Michel Bringier and Louis Judice ll Oaks Dr. Robert 

Judice in the Photo 

Louis Judice ll Oak 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=83&t=3171#p12681
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermitage_%28Darrow,_Louisiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermitage_%28Darrow,_Louisiana
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5566&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12681
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5542&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5541&mode=view
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Michell Bringier Oak 

 

Joseph Landry Oak 1 

 

Joseph Landry Oak 2 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5539&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5538&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5537&mode=view
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Bees in the Louis Judice ll Oak 1                     

With Honeybees struggling lately it was good to see 

them in such a natural enviorment. Down from 

Hermitage a couple of miles I noticed a bunch a 

Beehive Supers in a field, when I was driving in, 

approx, 40.  Many farms around that area probably 

have Beehives and years ago a swarm would have 

come and chosen the Landry Oak for a colony. Way 

cool!  

Larry Tucei 

 

 

 

 

 

Savoy Mountain pine, MA 

by johnofthetrees » Sun Oct 23, 2011 9:54 pm  

ENTS:  I took a bike trip up 8A to check on progress 

rebuilding the highway after hurricane Irene.  It is 

quite amazing the progress being made, as all of the 

thousands of feet of washouts have been rebuilt.  I 

was surprised to see a couple of very large excavators 

working within the stream bed dredging boulders and 

rebuilding stream side terraces with them.  Most of 

the river bed has been treated this way, giving it a 

quite sterile look.  Continuing on brought me to a part 

of the Savoy Mountain State Forest.  I hadn't visited 

this spot before so I was looking forward to seeing 

this part of the Chickley river valley.  The forest is 

for the most part young and undistinguished, with a 

few older and larger hemlocks present for contrast. 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=86&t=3170#p12680
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5533&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12680
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 The road was level and in pretty good shape for 

biking, but I ditched the bike and walked most of the 

way through the state forest holding.  Near the end of 

my route I saw a large pine tree up the bank, and 

measured the crown to 230' above eye level!  It was 

not that far up the slope, so of course I went up to 

visit it.  it turned out to be a massive double trunk 

tree, fused until about 20', with an astounding 14.62' 

girth at 4.5'.  It also was just as tall as it seemed -- I 

measured (several times) the upper trunk to 153' and 

the lower to 149'! This tree sticks way up above 

everything in its vicinity and appears to be healthy 

and still fast growing.  It was pretty much the only 

tall tree anywhere nearby, which is an 

uncharacteristic setting for tall pines in this area.  I 

need to go back and take some photos, especially 

since the tree is so prominent it will be easy to take 

its picture. 

 

I also was able to revisit many of the recent local 

finds, including the 140' ash in Catamount, the other 

150' pine in Hawley, and the 150' Norway spruce in 

Buckland.  They are all in good shape and growing 

(well the ash is hanging on).  I'll have a longer report 

on these sites soon.  

 

For Bob's database:  WP off Savoy Road, Savoy Mtn 

SF, fused double 14.62'c @ 4.5':   

upper tree:  crown: 49.5y 51.8 deg;  trunk: 30.5y -

21.8 deg +3' pin.  153.7'h 

lower tree:  crown: 50.5y 48.0 deg;  trunk: 30.5y -

21.8 deg +3' pin.  149.6'h 

elev. approx: 420m 

John Eicholz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re: Savoy Mountain pine, MA 

by johnofthetrees » Tue Oct 25, 2011 11:07 pm  

Here are some pictures of the pine I took today.  The 

first shows how prominent the tree is in its 

surroundings: 

                                        

The second shows a view of almost the whole tree: 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=86&t=3170#p12742
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12742
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5583&mode=view
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savoy pine 

Finally, a close up of the trunk.  The two blue pins 

are 1.5' apart.   

                                        

savoy pine trunk 

The area obviously can grow really big pines, but 

there is not much left of the older stuff.  I'll just have 

to hike around more to make sure! 

 

John Eicholz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5584&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5585&mode=view
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Re: Savoy Mountain pine, MA 

by dbhguru » Tue Oct 25, 2011 1:22 pm  

John,   Splendid! The super pine in Savoy adds 

another location where Massachusetts white pines 

reach heights to 150 feet or more. We now have: 

 

  Mohawk:  117 

    Bryant:      15 

  Ice Glen:     3 

 Hawley:       1 

 Savoy:          1 

 Monroe:       1 

 Total        138 

It is reasonable to conclude that the entire Northeast 

would have been sprinkled with large, tall white 

pines in colonial times and that western Mass, and 

the Berkshire region in particular, would not have 

been exceptional. However, in today's forests, the 

Massachusetts Berkshires stand out. Long live the 

great whites. 

Robert T. Leverett 

                                    

 

Sigurd, Grandfather, and Thoreau 

by dbhguru » Tue Oct 25, 2011 5:46 pm  

A Visit to Sigurd, Grandfather and Thoreau 

By Robert T. Leverett 

 

Our Start 

 

       On Oct 23rd, Monica and I arose early, made the 

bed, put on hiking clothes, and headed north. Our 

first destination was The Charlemont Inn for a quick 

breakfast and a visit with our friend Charlotte Dewey, 

the Inn’s manager. After that, we hopped back into 

our Subaru Forester and drove straight to Monroe 

State Forest, following a scenic route along the 

Deerfield River. The path we took is the historic 

route that once served as a toll road for travelers 

crossing the Berkshires. It is a drive we’ve done 

many times before, but one that never gets old. Our 

destination was the Trailhead at Dunbar Brook. We 

were half serious about trying out an experiment in 

Japanese “wood-air-bathing”, which we read about 

for the first time in one of our friend Joan Maloof’s 

excellent books. We both agree that Dunbar is the 

place to try out Shrinrin-Yoku.  The basic idea is to 

absorb the compounds of the forest by breathing 

them in as free molecules, released by the trees and a 

myriad of other forest organisms, but mainly by the 

trees.  The molecules enter the lungs and make their 

way into the blood stream, presumably imparting 

health benefits.  I think that I wood-air-bathe every 

time I walk in a forest. Now I am more aware of what 

is happening.  

 

Of course, I had more mundane tree measuring 

objectives. I always do. This trip, I needed to check 

on the growth and health condition of the huge 

Sigurd Olson, Grandfather, and Henry David 

Thoreau white pines growing on the north-facing 

slopes above Dunbar Brook. I was pretty sure that I’d 

find them in good condition, since other than 

flooding along the bed of the brook, Hurricane Irene 

had maintained a light footprint on the lower slopes 

as she swept through the region. Nonetheless, I knew 

I wouldn’t rest until I was certain the pines were 

okay. 

 

The Walk In 

 

       The day was cool with partial cloudiness and no 

insects – ideal.  We were off to a good start. The 

nature path enters a thick stand of mature hemlocks 

that cast dense shade.  The sudden drop in the level 

of light is instantly noticeable. I’ll bet the same 

thought flashes through every head: Hey, who turned 

off the lights?  But the very low levels of light exact a 

price. Flowering herbs are rare in such conditions.  

 

The hemlocks lining the start of the trail grow on a 

steep slope with numerous rock outcroppings. The 

trees range in age from 70 or 80 to as much as 240 

years, courtesy of actual ring counts.  As a 

consequence, this area of Dunbar was initially 

confusing to me to interpret when I was mapping the 

Massachusetts old growth for the Department of 

Conservation and Recreation (DCR).  There were 

plenty of old-growth indicators present, but other 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=86&t=3170#p12722
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=86&t=3183#p12727
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12722
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12727
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physical features spoke to a past disturbance, perhaps 

a century and a half ago. After overstory removal, the 

suppressed hemlocks, previously relegated to an 

understory role, were suddenly released. Bathed in 

fresh sunlight, they put on spurts of growth to take 

their places in the canopy. They form the forest we 

see today, but even after 150 years, none of them has 

reached great size. The growing conditions are too 

austere.  

 

Threading one’s way along the slopes, it is easy to 

see why the hemlocks can’t become forest giants. 

 The next image speaks to the challenges of growing 

on the slopes. 

 

Passing through the hemlocks, we entered a 

hardwood-dominated forest. After the July drought, 

the rains had returned, some torrential. The result is 

luxuriant undergrowth that persists even as we 

approach the end of October. The sun peeked through 

holes in the clouds, warming us after we’d passed 

through pockets of cold air that bottle up along the 

Dunbar Brook corridor. Water oozed from the 

springs that were being constantly recharged by the 

near record-setting rains. Travel along the trail was 

messy in spots, so we paid extra attention to our 

footing and tried to walk in a manner to minimize 

trail damage. 

 

The bright fall colors filtered through gaps in the 

forest canopy. Autumn finery in the crowns of the 

trees and the deep green of the ferns and mosses on 

the forest floor generated a tapestry of vivid colors, 

each accenting the others, all competing for attention. 

We had caught Dunbar Brook at its best.   

 

I should explain that Dunbar is noted for its variety of 

herbs, including blue cohosh, foam flower, several 

species of violets, trilliums, oxalis, and wild ginger, 

to name a few.  Many Massachusetts forested 

locations have a similar variety, but few match 

Dunbar in abundance. Herb communities are highly 

developed, especially the trilliums and wild ginger. 

But the richness doesn’t end with the herbs. There are 

ferns, mosses, liverworts, lichens, and fungi at every 

step. The ferns, mosses, and liverworts rise to visual 

prominence as the herbs wane. 

 

The second image showcases a boulder field covered 

in ferns and mosses that caught Monica’s eye.  The 

combination appeared to us as the temperate climate 

counterpart to a tropical garden. There are usually six 

to eight species of ferns in these nutrient-rich boulder 

fields. As for the mosses and liverworts, there are 

simply more species than I can track.  

 

       It quickly becomes apparent to visitors that 

boulders and rock ledges help define the Dunbar 

Brook corridor, and the rocks come in all sizes. In 

some areas they appear uniform, as though nature had 

purposely chosen one size to distribute here, another 

there. One also encounters conspicuously large 

boulders, sitting alone. Polypody ferns cover the 

isolated boulders across their tops, while two or more 

species of large ferns typically grow around their 

bases. The faces of these glacial remnants support 

thick carpets of moss. Some of the boulders are just 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5598&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5599&mode=view
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too massive to be completely covered by the mosses, 

allowing patches of the underlying rock to show 

through. But you still don’t see bare surfaces. No 

square inch is left un-colonized by one or more 

species of lichen. 

 

There is a hidden corner of Dunbar where one can 

imagine having entered the abode of Tolkien-like 

beings. Do nature spirits really inhabit these places, 

spirits that work tirelessly to weave the fabric of an 

integrated forest community? I don’t know, but I can 

think of no other place in all the forests of 

Massachusetts that induces, so satisfyingly, the 

feeling that real forests are truly cooperative 

ventures.  

 

Photographic images are often poor communicators 

of what I am attempting to promote. One misses the 

fragrances, the changing light, and tactile 

experiences.  In a photograph, one cannot hear the 

sounds of tumbling waters or feel their spray. Still, 

something can be captured in the silence of an image, 

a crystallization of the memory of the moment. 

Accordingly, I present polypody ferns on top and 

mosses on the sides of a large boulder. 

 

       The mosses cover not only the rocks, but creep 

up the trunks of the hardwoods,  expanding their 

territory as time goes on and imparting a timeless 

appearance to the woods, an appearance born of 

humid summers, snowy winters, and the absence of 

humans.  

 

Mosses on the trunks of trees reach a developmental 

climax on the old sugar maples and yellow birches. 

In the image that follows, the green of the moss is 

accented by sunlight. This leaning yellow birch 

grows along the trail. Its roots are anchored around a 

rocky outcropping covered by a deep organic layer. 

The old birch lends a deep woods feel, characteristic 

of the Dunbar forests. 

 

       Ages of the trees vary widely, especially in the 

lower region of Dunbar Brook.  The imprints of past 

land uses linger in some spots, but have been erased 

in others. Old growth dominates higher on the ridge, 

principally occupying the boulder fields. But even in 

terrain that discouraged early logging operations, tree 

ages vary significantly. Natural disturbances 

constantly create light gaps that support regeneration. 

 The trees in these old growth forests come in all age 

classes. 

 

Interestingly, along the trail corridor, many of the 

larger, more conspicuous trees are close to 200 years 

of age.  Given the uses that the trail corridor received 

in the 1800s and through much of the 1900s, it is 

difficult to account for the advanced tree ages except 

as a confirmation of observations common 

throughout New England that swaths of ancient trees 

often follow old pathways. I presume that people 

were aware of the dangers of erosion and avoided 

removing trees immediately above and below a trail 

or road, especially between a pathway and a stream. 

 

In Dunbar, each species has its niche. Large 

organisms like trees can take root on the tops of 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5600&mode=view
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rocks, utilizing the build-up of organic matter to gain 

a foothold.  The little seedlings look innocent, if not 

cute.  But after a few decades, a rock can find itself 

engulfed with the octopus-like roots, and split as 

roots grow into crevices and expand.  

 

Both yellow and black birches specialize in natural 

tree-rock sculptures, but the yellows create the most 

impressive works of nature art. Sugar maple, 

hemlock, and occasionally other species colonize 

rocks, but never so well as the birches. These tree-

rock partnerships excite our woodland imaginations 

as few other forest features do.  

 

The next image shows a yellow birch that long ago 

passed its 150th birthday. I expect the tree is at least 

225 years old now, maybe older. The venerable old 

birch has huge roots that snake down the slopes, 

disappearing and reappearing. The supporting rock 

on which the birch began life became engulfed long 

ago. But from the trail, the details are hidden by 

luxuriant undergrowth. When the tree is closely 

approached, the root-rock and moss-bark partnerships 

reveal themselves. I have heard visitors gasp on 

seeing the intricate weave of roots. 

 

In the image, a large area of decay visible along the 

trunk forewarns that the old birch is approaching the 

end of its life as a standing tree. But when that event 

occurs, its job will be far from over. Once its living 

tissues die, our birch will begin a second career, 

returning its nutrients to the forest and providing food 

for a host of small organisms that collectively 

perpetuate the web of forest life.  

 

Below, our birch is seen through a wreath of colorful 

beech leaves. 

                                        

 

       The availability of light defines species 

colonization. Some trees are genetically adapted to 

grow in dense shade. Other species require abundant 

light from the outset. The paper birch belongs 

somewhere in between, but when plentiful, it usually 

signals an extensive, past disturbance. That is the 

ecology. On a more artful theme, a neighbor of mine 

once described the white birches as the candles of the 

forest.  

 

A short stretch of the trail features a cluster of mature 

white birches that are attractive any time of year, but 

were exceptionally beautiful on our visit. The 

contrast between their yellow crowns and the white 

trunks with the greens and rust colors of the forest 

floor begged for a photograph.  
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       There are many fine woodland walks in 

Massachusetts, each with its own appeal. Some give 

us feelings of comfort.  Old rock walls beside oak-

lined trails promote a sense of security. We know that 

people once occupied the land and tamed it. Other 

woodlands, like Dunbar, have a wild look and evoke 

different emotions, revealing the raw power of 

nature. For both types of woods, poets tease out their 

sensory impacts and express them in meter. Artists 

utilize color palettes. However, my specialty, as most 

of you know, is capturing a forest’s fecundity through 

numbers, and in this arena, the Dunbar forest has few 

peers.  

 

The Destination 

 

A feature that inevitably grabs the attention of the 

tree-conscious are the huge white pines along the 

nature trail.  Most of these highly conspicuous trees 

date to the middle 1800s.  At that time substantial 

land clearings gave the pines a foothold. Thick stands 

of young trees likely followed with each tree fiercely 

competing with its neighbors. Over time the stands 

self-thinned, and today we are left with a scattering 

of super pines that thrust their crowns high above the 

surrounding hardwoods. These conspicuously big 

trees satisfy our desire to experience a species in the 

fullness of its development.  As best as I can tell, the 

pines do not all date to the same period. The majority 

of the older looking trees are probably between 150 

and 190 years of age.  A few are obviously younger, 

but all exceed 100 years.  

 

Remembering that most of the pines date to a period 

when there was considerable land clearing, there 

would have been subsequent smaller openings, 

allowing for a limited number of trees to seed in. 

 They are the younger ones we see. The collective 

existence of these bona fide New England natives 

reflects pioneer values, i.e. a countryside meant to 

consist of fields and farms with woodlots on hillsides.  

 

The pioneer land ethic may speak to the origin of the 

pines, but time has allowed the surviving trees to 

express themselves as their own beings, as the true 

monarchs of the New England woods. And each is 

like a child to me that must be periodically checked 

upon. But on our October visit, time was limited. I 

had three trees in mind. Reaching them required that 

we cut off the trail and head up the steep north-facing 

ridge that becomes part of Spruce Mountain in its 

upper elevations.  Not far from our first destination, I 

made a quick check on a beautiful black cherry tree 

that I call the “Dunbar Cherry”. I photographed it 

from the top of a small rise. Its columnar form makes 

a statement for the species. In Massachusetts, a 

single-trunk black cherry 8.6-foot girth and 111 feet 

tall is a cherry to be reckoned with.  Meet the Dunbar 

Cherry.

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5603&mode=view
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The Sigurd Olson Pine 

 

After leaving the cherry, we reached the first of the 

three post-colonial-aged giants - the Sigurd Olson 

Pine.  But first a few words about Olson. He was a 

towering figure in the environmental movement. He 

was one of the principal drafters of the 1964 

Wilderness Act, and instrumental in getting the 

Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness 

established. Olson was also an accomplished nature 

writer.  He was a recipient of the John Burroughs 

Medal, the highest award that a nature writer can 

receive. Today, Olson remains a towering figure in 

the annals of wilderness protection, and so the 

naming of an outstanding pine in Monroe State 

Forest for him seemed appropriate. Let’s take a look 

at Sigurd’s pine. 

 

       The pine is obviously large, but how large? 

Suppose I tell you that it is 12.3 feet around at the 

height of my chest, and that its highest twigs sway in 

breezes a full 130 feet above its large, widely rooted 

base. Do these numbers mean much? I suppose it 

depends on who hears them.  

If you are a timber specialist, the dimensions may 

convey either of two messages. They may suggest 

that this huge tree has been allowed to stand far too 

long, that its value as lumber has been compromised. 

Better the pine had been converted to planks a 

hundred years ago.  Alternatively, the dimensions 

could remind the timber specialist that the pine is a 

behemoth, dwarfing the slender young trees being cut 

so soon in today’s myopic financial climate.  In this 

second interpretation, Sigurd’s existence serves to 

remind lumbermen how compromised our woodlands 

have become.   

 

How might the dimensions sound to other ears? To 

an architect or engineer, Sigurd’s height will compare 

to a human- designed building about 12 floors high. 

To a big tree aficionado, Sigurd’s girth will stretch 

the reach of two large people. To a naturalist who 

emphasizes the qualitative over the quantitative, the 

numbers simply convey the idea that the pine is a 

huge organism, fulfilling many roles such as cleaning 

the air and providing sanctuary for numerous life 

forms.  And finally, to the poetically inclined, the 

numbers suggest a Treebeard, an overlord of the 

forest. 

 

Monica was especially drawn, not only to Sigurd, but 

the environment surrounding the huge pine. She 

could linger and relate to her surroundings in 

comfort. Not all of Dunbar’s terrain is conducive to 

meditation.  On the slopes above, one must worry 

about tumbling down or turning an ankle.  

 

The Grandfather Pine 

 

       From Sigurd, we moved uphill toward our final 

destination - two even larger pines growing on the 

boulder-strewn ridge side.  I needed to check on and 

re-measure both, for each holds a special place in my 

heart. They were the first truly great New England 

white pines I discovered in searching for colonial and 

pre-colonial era trees that possessed the power to 

rekindle the spirit of New England past.   

 

The pine highest on the ridge is the larger of the two 

in terms of girth (circumference). I named it the 

Grandfather pine, and rightly so. Grandfather bears 

the distinction of being the only New England white 

pine that the Eastern Native Tree Society (ENTS) has 
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modeled to trunk volume surpassing 1,000 cubic feet, 

the high bar volume mark for the species. 

Furthermore, Grandfather carries its branches on a 

single trunk, distinguishing it from multi-trunk, 

awkward-looking field pines, the result of damage 

sustained by early white pine weevil attacks, which 

killed their terminal leaders. 

 

But in its youth, Grandfather suffered no such 

damage, so it grew tall and straight. Today, the huge 

tree has achieved a breast-high girth of 14.2 feet. It 

carries water to its highest twigs 145 feet above its 

spreading base. Its limbs have become thick. We 

calculate that Grandfather’s combination of trunk and 

limbs holds between 1080 and 1100 cubic feet of 

wood. The trunk alone exceeds 1,000 cubes. This 

allows Grandfather to sequester nearly 14,000 lbs of 

carbon. How can we know this?  

 

In 2007, Will Blozan, President of ENTS, climbed 

and measured Grandfather. Will to circumferential 

measurements every few feet to develop a 

geometrical model of the trunk. We concluded that 

Grandfather held 977 cubic feet of wood in its trunk. 

We calculate that the tree is adding volume at the rate 

of about 8 cubic feet per year. So today we believe its 

volume to be between 1,000 and 1,010 cubes. To 

emphasize how large this is, so far, we have not 

found Grandfather’s equal anywhere in 

Massachusetts for single-trunk white pines, and 

Grandfather has only one competitor in all New 

England. 

 

It is important to note that very few white pines are 

lucky enough to seed in just the right places to have a 

chance of reaching a size suggestive of what the 

species is capable of achieving, based on anecdotal 

accounts of yesteryear. Even if a pine does get a good 

start on life in an ideal location, it is highly unlikely 

that the pine will be allowed to grow for a century, let 

alone two. 

 

Let’s now take a look at Grandfather. Again I pose 

for scale.  

                                        

 

The Thoreau Pine 

 

       On the ridge just below Grandfather, the other 

giant rears its head. It is probably an offspring of 

Grandfather.  Judging by outward characteristics, 

junior began life between 150 and 170 years ago. 

Consequently, this second pine would have been a 

seedling or sapling when Henry Thoreau passed on. 

 It is appropriately named the Thoreau Pine.  

 

Both Grandfather and Thoreau thrust their crowns far 

above a 100 plus-foot tall hardwood canopy. You 

would think they would be easy to see. However, 

spotting either pine from the ground and lower on the 

ridge is practically impossible. The vegetation is 

much too thick. So who found Grandfather and 

Thoreau and how?  

 

Well, it was around 1987, if I recall correctly. My son 

Rob and I were out searching for big pines and we 

were scrambling around on the opposite side of 
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Dunbar Brook from Grandfather and Thoreau, about 

a third of the way up the ridge, as I recall, when we 

both sang out simultaneously. There on the other side 

of Dunbar were the crowns of what were obviously 

two huge pines. From where we stood, they appeared 

to overshadow any of the pines we had previously 

seen. A much younger Bob, full of woodsman spunk, 

and his athletic son spoke not a word. We tore down 

the ridge headed in the direction of the two pines. We 

jumped in and forded Dunbar Brook without a 

thought to getting wet or slipping on the rocks. We 

were on a mission. Once on the other side, we 

scrambled up the banks, continuing in the direction 

where we thought we’d find the trees.  As if guided 

by an unseen hand, we homed right in on the pines 

that were to eventually be named Grandfather and 

Thoreau.   

 

Thoreau, the lower on the ridge of the two, loomed 

high overhead, and the significance of the discovery 

quickly became apparent. Here was a tree to fan the 

flames of tree passion, to appeal to the imagination of 

artist, poet and lumberman alike. The rest is history. I 

eventually attracted a group of foresters to visit the 

tree with me. They were duly impressed. Later Jack 

Sobon, a timber framer and architect friend who 

happened to own a transit, and I, measured the 

Thoreau pine to a height of 152.4 feet +/- about an 

inch and a half. I’m unsure of its exact circumference 

at the time, because we didn’t mark the point on the 

trunk at which we measure its girth, but the Thoreau 

pine would have been at least 12 feet around.  These 

two measurements, height and girth, were taken 

around 1990.   

 

With the transit-based height measurement insuring 

accuracy, the Thoreau pine became the first of its 

species in Massachusetts to be accurately confirmed 

to a height of 150 feet, fulfilling the descriptions of 

great pines of yesteryear, the passing of which 

Thoreau bemoaned. 

 

       Climbing up the ridge from the Sigurd Olson 

pine, I pointed out Thoreau’s crown to Monica. You 

can’t see Grandfather’s crown until you reach the 

base of Thoreau, so its is Henry’s tree that greets 

guests coming up the ridge from Dunbar Brook, and 

Grandfather for those descending the ridge. 

 

The appearance of Thoreau is always electrifying for 

me.  I instantly feel the connection. Here is a view 

that Monica and I saw after leaving Sigurd’s tree. 

                                        

 

       The impact of Thoreau’s tree grows as one 

move’s closer. But to experience it fully, one must 

hug Thoreau and gaze upward into its broad crown. It 

is then one experiences an OMG moment.  

 

       I would have preferred that Monica stand next to 

Thoreau for scale, but she insisted on me. In the next 

image, you can see the straight trunk.  
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       Recalling my estimate of Thoreau’s 1990 girth of 

12 feet, the tree now measures an impressive 13.3 

feet around at chest height.  It is an easy 

measurement to take., however, Thoreau’s height has 

always been a challenge to measure.  The tree grows 

on a steep slope with tall hardwoods all around, and it 

has a broad, flat crown with many twigs that vie for 

dominance.  

 

Thoreau has lost its apical dominance: there is no 

longer one leader that grows straight to maintain a 

single trunk and visibly the highest point.  After all, 

Thoreau has seen many seasons pass, and has taken 

numerous hits from wind, ice, and snow.  The only 

way we were going to be sure of its height was to 

climb and tape drop measure it. So, in 2004, Will 

Blozan of ENTS and Dr. Robert Van Pelt from the 

University of Washington headed a team that climbed 

Thoreau and established an absolute height through 

tape drop of 160.2 feet.  

 

However, subsequent ground-based measurements 

never confirmed the 160.2-foot height because of 

visibility problems described above. So, a couple of 

growing seasons ago, Thoreau was climbed again by 

Andrew Joslin and Bart Bouricius and a height of 

156.5 feet was obtained. Had Thoreau lost is highest 

leader, or had a different top been measured? We 

couldn’t be sure, but Thoreau lost status. Monroe 

State Forest was no longer the only location in 

Massachusetts other than Mohawk Trail State Forest 

with white pines reaching the important height 

threshold of 160 feet. I felt let down. We needed to 

take another crack at locating the highest sprig in 

Thoreau’s crown. So, on this occasion, I established a 

viewing location from well uphill where I could see 

both crown and a point on the trunk where I had 

placed a highly reflective marker. 

 

       After multiple ground-based measurements taken 

with my Laser Technologies  Inc. TruPulse 360 

hypsometer and my Nikon Prostaff 440 laser 

rangefinder, while Monica sat patiently beside 

Grandfather absorbing the molecules, I satisfied 

myself that I had found the Thoreau’s top. I am 

pleased to announce that Thoreau has regained its 

status, in fact it has been elevated. My measurements 

of a sprig on the opposite side of the crown from the 

156.5-foot tape drop gave exactly 160.2 feet. I doubt 

that it is the same point as measured in 2004. Rather 

it probably represents a spurt of growth from 

internodes on the west side of the crown.  You can 

see the particular growth candle in the uphill image 

of Thoreau, #1 of the three. The 160.2-foot spot is the 

rightmost vertical growth candle in the image. In fact, 

that sprig appears to be the highest point viewed 

looking uphill, but this sprig is difficult to locate 

from above Thoreau, and impossible to measure from 

below.  

 

       So how is it that Thoreau has gained additional 

status? There are 14 white pines in Massachusetts 

that reach the height of 160 feet. Thoreau is one of 

them. There are two pines in New England that have 

the combined dimensions of a 12-foot or greater girth 

and a height of 160 feet or more. Thoreau is one of 

the two. But Thoreau is the only white pine in New 

England we know of that combines the dimensions of 

girth, 13 feet or more with a height of 160 feet or 

more. In fact, with the death of the Cornplanter pine 

in Anders Run, Pennsylvania, Thoreau is the only 

pine in the Northeast that achieves this distinction. 

Viva la Thoreau. 
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Time to Return 

 

       From Grandfather and Thoreau, we made our 

way down the ridge, back past Sigurd Olson, and on 

to Dunbar Brook. Following a rocky route along edge 

of the brook, we returned to the trail, where the 

walking instantly became easy. I had accomplished 

my mission and could relax. I settled into just 

enjoying what a New England fall is all about. The 

early cloudiness had abated. The sun had broken 

through and rays of light spotlighted the crowns and 

trunks of the trees.  The foliage of the beeches was 

especially beautiful.  

 

In the image below we see Monica making her way 

back on a carpet of leaves with dappled sunlight 

illuminating the trunks nearby trees.  

 

 

The Meaning of It All 

 

       In a recent gathering of the Friends Network to 

our state forests and parks, I was inspired by a lady 

from the Boston area who was doing everything she 

could to stave off development along a nature 

corridor bordering the Charles River. Her persistence 

reflected her deep love for small, vulnerable 

surviving nature corridor. She spoke proudly of the 

foxes, coyotes, various species of birds, and rare 

plants that would be lost were development to 

convert the precious green space into a corporate 

venture.  People come to the aid of nature when it is 

threatened in places they hold dear.  It was with this 

sense of mission that I sought to get parts of Monroe 

State Forest declared as a forest reserve.  With the 

help of others, most notably, the Massachusetts 

Audubon Society and the DCR, I can say with relief, 

that the Dunbar corridor is part of Forest Reserve #9. 

 I believe with many who have walked the trail along 

Dunbar Brook or looked into the Deerfield River 

Gorge from the observation platform on Hunt Hill, 

that there is no amount of protection too much for 

this forest gem. Many will walk the trail and feel the 

sense of peace and tranquility induced by the 

tumbling of Dunbar over large glacial boulders. They 

will marvel at the mature forest and how luxuriant it 

looks.  Only a few will ever know the exact 

whereabouts of the great pines that overlook the 

cascading brook. The seclusion of Sigurd, 

Grandfather, and Thoreau is essential for their 

protection. Trees like these can literally be loved to 

death. Yet, their effects can still be felt. Forest giants 

cast long shadows. Their massive energy fields 

extend beyond their trunks and branches.  

 

The massive forms of Grandfather, Thoreau, and 

Sigurd are not only inspiring to see, but more 

fundamentally, reflect the raw power of Dunbar’s 

forests.  Fortunately, visitors do not have to negotiate 

tricky boulder fields and steep slopes to experience 

this primal power. A simple, relaxing walk along the 

nature trail will do it. The rewards are spiritual 

renewal and an unforgettable experience in wood-air-

bathing. 

 

Robert Leverett 

 

Lidar + Spectrometer 

by Rand » Wed Oct 26, 2011 9:51 pm  

But the LiDAR is only one of CAO's strengths. To 

truly understand an ecosystem, scientists need to 

know more about its characteristics, including 

aspects that can't be been by the naked eye. This is 

where CAO really sets itself apart—its VSWIR 

Imaging Spectrometer can pick up the chemical and 

spectral (light-reflecting) properties of individual 

plants thousands of feet below.  

CAO’s keystone sensor – the Very High Fidelity 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=3188#p12760
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VSWIR Spectrometer. Photo courtesy of the Carnegie 

Airborne Observatory. This sensor—built by 

engineers at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory—is 

the first of its kind. The spectrometer can detect 

dozens of signals such as photosynthetic pigment 

concentrations, water content of leaves, defense 

compounds like phenols, structural compounds such 

as lignin and cellulose, as well as phosphorous and 

other micronutrients. These signals can build 

signatures to distinguish individual plant species as 

well as other measures of forest condition. The result 

is a system that can map the chemical and spectral 

attributes of a forest that may have more than 200 

species of tree in 50 hectares.  

 

"When leaves interact with sunlight, the compounds 

bend, stretch, and vibrate at different patterns and 

rates. These different rates lead to different 

scattering of light," said Asner. "The spectrometer 

picks up on this and we've been able to deduce 

chemicals from these signatures."  

 

"This is the gateway to understanding the chemistry 

of the system," he said. "We can make a map of 

where trees are growing the fastest. The spectrometer 

is the breakthrough sensor."  

 

Robin Martin, a plant biochemist at Carnegie who 

helped develop CAO and is also Asner's wife, says 

the chemical detection "tells us about the health and 

function of the forest."  

 

"The CAO allows us to combine the chemical 

measurements with forest structural information to 

convert those chemical signals into biodiversity 

estimates."  

 

The VSWIR spectrometer is augmented by the third 

sensor, which is also a spectrometer, albeit one with 

a zoom lens, allowing researchers to read the growth 

chemistry of the forest with high spatial resolution.  

 

"A lot of times species are closely intermingled in the 

canopy," says Asner. "The big gold sensor [the 

VSWIR] can see tree crowns, while the zoom lens lets 

us see within the tree crown, picking up vines and 

epiphytes."  
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http://news.mongabay.com/2011/1024-

asner_rainforest_monitoring.html 

Rand Brown 

 

Augusta-Anne Olsen State Nature 

Preserve 

by Steve Galehouse » Tue Oct 25, 2011 9:10 pm  

NTS-  Today I visited the Augusta-Anne Olsen State 

Nature Preserve in Huron County, Ohio. The 

preserve is situated along the Vermilion River and 

consists of a floodplain forest with somewhat 

elevated terraces and steep slopes leading to the river. 

The area is second growth, with a few older trees, 

with the lower terrace composed mainly of tuliptree 

and sycamore. The most interesting find was an 

American chestnut at 69.5' in height and 2' 11'' in 

girth. The tree is affected by blight, but is still 

hanging on---the height measurement was to the 

tallest leaf; the defoliated top of the tree(probably 

dead) was an additional 10'-15' above the foliage. An 

old sugar maple, 101' in height and 12' 1'' in girth, 

was also found, as well as a sassafras 10'6'' in girth 

and 90.48' in height. The RH5 for the site is 117.44', 

the RH10 is 109.96'. 

 

American chestnut 69.5': 

                                        

 

 

http://news.mongabay.com/2011/1024-asner_rainforest_monitoring.html
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Sassafras 10' 6'' girth x 90.48': 

 

 

A detailed report with more photos here: 

http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/897/Details 

Steve Galehouse 

 

 

Will Blozan wrote: 

http://www.nativetreesociety.org/fieldtrips/ohio/great

trees/great_trees_of_ohio.htm 

 

Re: Augusta-Anne Olsen State Nature 

Preserve 

by Steve Galehouse » Wed Oct 26, 2011 10:32 pm  

I remember this post from several years ago, but I 

forgot the reference to Augusta-Anne Olsen 

Preserve---I'm sure several of the trees you measured 

then are the same as I measured earlier this week, 

certainly the white oak, sassafras, and chestnut are 

the same individuals, and likely the red oak and 

buckeye. In that you noticed three years ago the 

chestnut had a dead top, and it still does but is alive, 

is encouraging. The preserve is a nice area, but it is 

always surprising to me that areas like this are so 

under-utilized by the public. I was the only person 

present on the trails on a warm, glorious Fall day, and 

there was no-one in attendance at the preserve 

facility. Attached are measurements from 

10/25/11(the white oak girth was estimated due to the 

slope, and flying solo). 

                                        

http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/897/Details
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http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3184#p12762
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5589&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5590&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12762
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Rand, let me know when you might be you for 

another foray. I'm planning to remeasure the tall 

tuliptree sometime in November---with the 50'' of 

rain we've had this season, I think it might break 165' 

now. 

 

Steve Galehouse 

 

Another odd-looking oak, OH 

by Steve Galehouse » Mon Oct 24, 2011 5:45 pm  

I came across this tree yesterday at Boston Run in NE 

Ohio---at first I thought it was a white oak with 

exceptionally broad lobes and/or shallow 

indentations, but on closer inspection the leaves of 

this tree turned out to be bristle tipped, although very 

inconspicuously, making it aligned with the red/black 

oaks. The leaves are large, rather thick in texture but 

not leathery, and not glossy on the upper surface. I've 

frequently seen foliage like this on oak seedlings, but 

this tree was about 30' tall and had the same type of 

foliage throughout, without leaves that become more 

deeply incised towards the top of the tree, which is 

typical for black oak and occasional for northern red. 

Other red oaks in this woods included northern red, 

black, and scarlet. Neither blackjack nor bear oaks 

are native to this part of the state.   Any ideas? 

 

Bristle tips barely visible on leaf margin: 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=38&t=3180#p12703
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12703
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5552&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5553&mode=view
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Steve Galehouse 

 

 

 

 

Re: Another odd-looking oak 

by Steve Galehouse » Wed Oct 26, 2011 10:40 pm  

NTS- Thanks for all the replies---I think the tree must 

be a red or black oak which looks aberrant due to a 

sprout response. If I can get back to the area this Fall, 

I'll look for acorns. The lack of any sheen to the 

foliage leads me to think northern red rather than 

black. 

 

Steve Galehouse 

 

Re: External Baseline Method 

by dbhguru » Wed Oct 26, 2011 9:49 pm  

NTS,     Attached is the latest and greatest tangent-

based method workbook. If anyone wants to discuss 

the method and the error analysis, please let me 

know. 

TangentBasedMeasurementsNewest.xls 

Unfortunately, I'm not good at catching my own 

errors. Fortunately, Michael Taylor is, and going 

through the process now, proofing. I'll no doubt have 

another version of the workbook in a few days. Soon 

we'll be able to reduce the EBM process to a few easy 

to follow rules and the spreadsheet to do all the 

calculations.  

 

    Michael believes that if we have the right 

equipment, EBM can out perform the Impulse Laser 

200LR. That's saying a lot. However, Michael excels 

at designing inexpensive equipment that out performs 

the big stuff. So far he has a pretty good track record, 

and that offers hope. There's not much chance that 

many people will be able to afford a TruPulse 360. 

Using that instrument on a tripod, I can get accuracy 

to 0.1 degrees for angle measure. However, using an 

instrument Michael sent me, I can get accuracy to at 

least 1/60th of a degree, and with some statistics, 

close to 1/100th of a degree. Now, that is accuracy. 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=38&t=3180#p12763
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=235&t=3002#p12758
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5593
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5554&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5555&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12763
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12758
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Re: Sigurd, Grandfather, and Thoreau 

by dbhguru » Thu Oct 27, 2011 2:04 pm  

  The Dunbar Brook corridor of Monore SF is 

arguably the climax forest experience in the 

Commonwealth. I have to be carefully when pitching 

the features of Dunbar to others. Everyone has his/her 

favorite woodland, and far be it from me to diminish 

a cherished place of another. However, most 

woodland walks in Massachusetts are ordinary. A 

few are good, but virtually none outstanding in all the 

ways we might want. Dunbar has it all. Once you've 

gone there, it is hard to be satisfied settling for less. If 

you make it up next year, you get a personalized tour 

of MSF. 

 

   I wish the area showed up better on Google Earth, 

but it doesn't. Here is a look at the 3 great pines I 

wrote about on Google Earth. The upper most is 

Grandfather, the middle one is Thoreau, and the 

lower is Sigurd. Makes me want to say Google - 

Schmoogle. 

Robert T. Leverett 

 

  

 

Sylvia Plath and Trees 

by tomhoward » Thu Oct 20, 2011 7:21 pm  

ENTS, Here are some of my ideas about Sylvia Plath 

and trees: 

 

I have been reading Plath for the past several months, 

and the beauty of her poetry is startling and often 

unearthly. Her mental problems did not stop her from 

writing some of the most beautiful poetry I have ever 

read. She loved trees and wrote many poems in 

which trees figure prominently. 

 

In the following poems trees are important: 

“Mayflower” (1957) – compares forest to a church, 

ref. to Glastonbury Thorn, “On the Difficulty of 

Conjuring Up a Dryad” (1957), “On the Plethora of 

Dryads” (1957), “Virgin in a Tree” (1958), “A 

Winter’s Tale” (1958), “Child’s Park Stones” (1958) 

– pines in Child’s Park, Northampton MA over the 

park’s oddly shaped stones, “Dark Wood, Dark 

Water” (1959), “Polly’s Tree” (1959), “Two 

Campers in Cloud Country (Rock Lake, Canada)” 

(1960) – about Rock Lake in Algonquin Provincial 

Park, Ontario – the last 2 stanzas perfectly capture 

the sound of the wind in the pines, “Parliament Hill 

Fields” (1961), “I Am Vertical” (1961), “Widow” 

(1961), “Stars Over the Dordogne” (1961), “The 

Moon and the Yew Tree” (1961) – one of her greatest 

poems, deep, mysterious, about a huge ancient yew 

tree where she lived in Devon England – the poem’s 

first line is probably the best first line in the English 

language, “Little Fugue” (1962), “Crossing the 

Water” (1962), “Pheasant” (1962), “Elm” (1962) – 

darker side of trees, “Berck-Plage” (1962), “For a 

Fatherless Son” (1962), “Letter in November” 

(1962), “Winter Trees” (1962) – the title of a 

posthumous collection of her poems, “The Munich 

Mannequins” (1963), “Mystic” (1963). 

 

Sylvia Plath loved trees, and she seems to have 

especially loved pines. She was born in Boston, lived 

most of her short life in Massachusetts. She should be 

a good candidate for a dedicatory tree in the glorious 

White Pine Grove of Bryant Woods. 

 

Tom Howard 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=86&t=3183#p12773
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=53&t=3166#p12636
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12773
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5612&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12636
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Renaissance paintings including images of 

trees 

by edfrank » Thu Oct 27, 2011 5:31 pm  

Today, COMITATO NAZIONALE PER GLI 

ALBERI E IL PAESAGGIO  (NATIONAL 

COMMITTEE FOR THE TREES AND THE 

LANDSCAPE) posted on their Facebook Page 

 http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.4786607

86849.265267.177848121849&type=1 a series of 

images of Renaissance paintings including images of 

trees.  I wanted to share them here for those of you 

not on Facebook.  There is a reasonable change that a 

little culture will not kill you. The comments are by 

the committee.   

 

The light shines in the fabulous fresco of the Journey 

of the Magi (1459-62) in the Chapel of Benozzo 

Gozzolli Medici Ricciardi in Florence in which for 

the first time, outlines a landscape of woods, forests, 

views, large trees of each species described in detail , 

with scenes of hunting, hare, deer, birds. 

 

Detail of Landscape with woods. Journey of the 

Magi. Ricciardi-Medici Chapel - Florence. 

 

Detail of the rich landscape of woods and country 

roads bordered with hedges. This is one of the most 

beautiful landscapes in the entire history of Italian 

art. Journey of the Magi. Chapel Medici Ricciardi. 

Florence. 

 

Journey of the Magi. Chapel Medici Ricciardi. 

Florence. Above left you can see the trees pruned 

into rings. These are examples of topiary Ars that 

were performed on specimens of Quercus ilex, or 

Laurus nobilis. 

 

                                        

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=53&t=3194#p12792
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=53&t=3194#p12792
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.478660786849.265267.177848121849&type=1
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.478660786849.265267.177848121849&type=1
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12792
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5625&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5626&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5627&mode=view
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With the advent of the Renaissance, Medieval Dark 

Forest in the light penetrates. The intellectual 

renaissance, now at the center of the universe, is the 

nature of perspective drawing. Just in the hunt in the 

forest, by Paolo Uccello (1465) the forest is stripped 

of mystery and trees occupy space in order to induce 

the viewer to look towards the focal point, the 

"vanishing point" represented by a deer distance in 

which all lines converge and the attention of the 

scene. 

 

Even more natural is the vision of St. Eustace by 

Pisanello (London - National Gallery), the first half 

of the fifteenth century, when the rider is in contact 

with all the characteristic fauna of the forest, from 

deer to rabbits to birds, with naturalistic 

extraordinary attention to detail. 

http://www.progettoconalpa.org 

 

                                        

 

In Gothic courts and in the works of Gentile da 

Fabriano, one begins to see a new vision of the forest, 

as in the predella of the Flight into Egypt, inserted in 

the altarpiece of the Adoration of the Magi (Florence 

- Uffizi), in which the teacher is a landscape light, 

where the woods and the trees begin to acquire their 

own dignity and naturalness, becoming indispensable 

frame for the representation of the central scene. 

http://www.progettoconalpa.org 

 

In the same period of Giotto, another master of 

Italian painting, Duccio da Buoninsegna in Siena 

area, the episode represents the entry of Christ into 

Jerusalem, and he puts a picture of a boy that climbs 

the tree. We are in the fourteenth century. 

Check out the link above to see more images. 

Edward Frank 

http://www.progettoconalpa.org/
http://www.progettoconalpa.org/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5628&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5629&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5631&mode=view
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Dating Yews -  Could this Lamberhurst 

tree be the oldest in the country? 

by Jeroen Philippona » Thu Oct 27, 2011 8:12 am  

To have some more information about yews  (Taxus 

baccata) in the UK and their possible age I 

recommend to look at the website 

http://www.ancient-yew.org/ of the Ancient Yew 

Group, wich is linked to The Tree Register of the 

British Isles (http://www.treeregister.org/).  

The Ancient Yew Group gives a lot of information, 

including several articles and also some articles on 

research on the age of yews: http://www.ancient-

yew.org/s.php/how-old-are-yews/2/8.  

Nice is the Yew Gazetteer, were you can look for 

more than 1300 sites with ancient yews, with photos: 

http://www.ancient-yew.org/gazetteer.php.   

 

With many very big, old yews it is not just regrowth 

from a rootstock: the standing trunk is thought to be 

very old in itself. The trees are growing very slowly, 

especially when over 20 feet in girth.  

Because the largest trunks, with girth of 30 to 35 feet, 

are always hollow, counting of treerings is not 

possible for the oldest trees. One of the older yews is 

the one at Crowhirst, Surrey (near London): 

http://www.ancient-yew.org/siteInfo.php?link=269 

and http://www.ancient-

yew.org/treeInfo.php?link=385.  

See also my own (somewhat old) site: 

http://www.bomeninfo.nl/english13a.htm . 

 

But please read the articles on research that has been 

done: tree rings have been counted a lot for smaller 

trees of at least up to 335 years. Also some historical 

research has been done.  

 

Jeroen Philippona  

 

Tamassee Knob, SC 

by james loftis » Sun Apr 25, 2010 10:50 pm  

I spent a lot of time this week reading and reading 

again all that Jess Riddle has had to say about 

Tamassee Knob.  Tamassee Knob, incidently, is 72.3 

miles from my front door--about an hour and twenty 

minute drive to the feet of some of South Carolina's 

tallest trees.  I should have prepared myself a little 

better by printing out the reports that Jess had 

written.  I didn't find any of the trees that he has listed 

on the site...but I doubt I would have found them 

today, even if I had had step by step directions.  The 

reason for this, is that I grossly underestimated the 

strength of today's wind.   I had been on the trail for 

half an hour or so when I heard the first really big 

crash.  The unmistakable, snap, crackle and BOOM! 

of a large falling tree.  At the time I had not been 

very far off of the Foothills Trail, which doesn't 

really have too many imposing trees to speak of. 

 Well, about twenty minutes after that, while walking 

on the Tamassee Knob trail itself, comming into the 

shadows of some pretty tall Tulip poplars (one of 

which was leening pretty severely) and a red oak 

(leaning and sporting a split buttress, very indicitave 

of failure) I heard the next distant report of another 

falling large tree.  After this last omen, while 

standing next to these two struggling columns of 

woody tonage, I became very aware of every falling 

twig.  Unfortunately, the falling twigs and dead wood 

of all kinds were in abundance.  Maybe, in those few 

tense moments I lost my nerve-- or maybe, I am very 

attached to my own personal gray matter.  Either 

way, I decided that I could always come back on a 

day when the wind isn't as fierce. 

 

Suffice it to say, I will be back.  So, if any of you 

ENTS out there live anywhere near the area and are 

up for a little bush-whacking, I'll be going back soon. 

 This place is pretty much in my back yard.  There is 

a 170' tulip poplar out there and I have a very 

nagging urge to see it!  e-mail me if interested.  And 

Mr. Riddle, if you are out there somewhere reading 

this and would feel gracious enough to point the 

way....?  Otherwise, I will be using Mr. Riddle's own 

words to untangle this little (or, very large) 

Liriodendron riddle! 

 

Good hunting, 

James Loftis 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=196&t=3178#p12766
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=196&t=3178#p12766
http://www.ancient-yew.org/
http://www.treeregister.org/
http://www.ancient-yew.org/s.php/how-old-are-yews/2/8
http://www.ancient-yew.org/s.php/how-old-are-yews/2/8
http://www.ancient-yew.org/gazetteer.php
http://www.ancient-yew.org/siteInfo.php?link=269
http://www.ancient-yew.org/treeInfo.php?link=385
http://www.ancient-yew.org/treeInfo.php?link=385
http://www.bomeninfo.nl/english13a.htm
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=122&t=604#p1767
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12766
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=1767
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O'Neill Woods, OH revisit 

by Steve Galehouse » Fri Oct 28, 2011 10:26 pm  

NTS-  Today I met Rob Curtis, a biologist with the 

Summit County Metroparks, at O'Neill woods near 

Bath, Ohio. I had been in contact with Rob and Mike 

Greene, a naturalist for the parks, regarding the NTS 

method of measuring trees. Rob expressed interest, 

feeling that canopy height has a direct correlation 

with the health of the of the site, which I agree with 

entirely. Rob knew of a very nice white ash at this 

park, and it turned out I had already visited it last 

March. The ash is healthy, and an impressive 12' 3'' 

girth with a height of 135.65'. I got a much shorter 

height last fall March, 123', probably due to the cold 

weather and hurrying through.  

135' x 12' 3'' white ash:                                      

 

Rob had to go on to another commitment, but I think 

he saw the utility and accuracy of the 

laser/clinometer method. He had a TruePulse with 

him, supplied by the Metroparks, so I think some 

more good measurements for NE Ohio will be 

coming along(and it's encouraging the park system 

sees the value in the hardware). I'm hoping to 

familiarize him with Fusion/LiDAR this Fall. 

 

I stayed at the site for a while, and found some other 

nice trees---a tuliptree at 158.3', a pignut at 128.8', a 

slippery elm at 116.7', and a red oak at 126.9'. A 

summary of what was found here: 

http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/913/Details 

 

15' x 115' red oak: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=111&t=3199#p12806
http://alpha.treesdb.org/Browse/Sites/913/Details
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12806
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5633&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5634&mode=view
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158.3' tuliptree: 

 

Steve Galehouse 

 

Whirlwind Trip to Great Smokies 

by jamesrobertsmith » Sat Oct 29, 2011 10:42 pm  

My wife and I found ourselves in a weird situation of 

having some time on our hands and nowhere to go. 

Therefor we agreed on a one-day trip to Cataloochee 

in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Strictly 

an auto tour and some light strolling. Mainly we 

wanted to see the elk. We saw about 70 of them. 

Roughly half of the Park's herd of 150 animals. 

 

 

Not a fantastic rack, but the biggest I've seen on any 

Smoky Mountain bull. 

 

 

My wife took this one of me at a weird sycamore 

behind the schoolhouse in Cataloochee. 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=106&t=3200#p12816
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5635&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12816
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Who Has Posted the Most on the BBS? 

by edfrank » Sat Oct 29, 2011 11:27 pm  

Here is a screen shot of the top posters to the BBS.  I 

am by far and away the most prolific.  Some of my 

posts, perhaps a couple hundred are links to the 

website as part of trying to better integrate the two 

web presences.  I also have posted many links to 

outside articles I found interesting.  The vast majority 

of my posts are responses to other peoples posts or 

topics of my own.  I thought some of you might find 

the line-up interesting.  Click on the image to 

embiggen it. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re: Sigurd, Grandfather, and Thoreau 

by AndrewJoslin » Tue Oct 25, 2011 8:12 pm  

View from Thoreau below to Dunbar Brook, the 

brook is running from left to right through white 

pines along the banks 

Andrew Joslin 

 

 

Grandfather tree viewed higher on the ridge from the 

upper crown of Thoreau 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=281&t=3201#p12817
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=86&t=3183#p12735
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12817
http://www.ents-bbs.org/download/file.php?id=5636&mode=view
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12735
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North Syracuse Cemetery Oak Grove 

10/30/2011 

by tomhoward » Sun Oct 30, 2011 5:26 pm  

NTS,  On this beautiful cold sunny breezy day I had a 

glorious visit to the old growth North Syracuse 

Cemetery Oak Grove. The big snowstorm that hit the 

Northeast totally missed this area, not even a particle 

of snow here. So the great old oaks are totally intact.  

 

The oaks are approaching the peak of their autumn 

glory. Numbers of trees refer to the brochure on the 

grove developed in 1999. White Oak #33 is a radiant 

golden-bronze to red and purple. White Oak #32, 

which has the best color of any tree in the grove, is 

covered with glowing radiant purple leaves, utterly 

amazing color. The largest tree in the grove, Black 

Oak #27 (45.8” dbh, 105 ft. tall) is still mostly green. 

The grove’s many Red Oaks are still mostly green 

also. White Oak #23 (31.1” dbh, 109 ft. tall) is a 

magnificent sight, its huge crooked crown filled with 

radiant, glowing orange-red-purple leaves, 

indescribably beautiful, its gnarled branches 

festooned with countless glowing leaves. White Oaks 

# 14, 15, 16, 22 , 24, are still mostly green. White 

Oak #25 (23” dbh, 107 ft. tall) is brown to golden-

bronze. This tree has balding bark at least 50 ft. up. 

White Oak #19 (33.7” dbh) is turning brown, and 

White Oak #21 (32.4” dbh), the easternmost of the 

big White Oaks, is golden-brown, glowing in the 

sunlight.  

 

A Red Maple at the east edge of the grove is still in 

full green leaf, yet most Red Maples in this area are 

past peak, and yellow Red Maple leaves are 

constantly falling from the subcanopy beneath the 

towering oaks. The grove is quiet except for the 

breeze rustling leaves high up. Waves of sunlight 

ripple across the glowing, leafy branches of the oaks. 

These big old oaks have a lot of individual character, 

each tree with its own twisted gnarly nature. All the 

big White Oaks have this gnarl factor, and Red Oaks 

#13 and 26, and Black Oak #27, are also crooked and 

ancient looking.  

 

The young Beech tree (about 20 ft. tall), by the 

broken snag in front of towering gnarled White Oak 

#16, creates a pleasing scene with its bronze leaves, 

and the soaring columnar trunks of the old oaks, and 

the yellow leaves of the lower level of the grove 

behind it.  The oldest tree in the grove is possibly the 

super gnarly Black Gum #34 (19.9” dbh, 78 ft. tall), 

and this tree is so crooked that it writhes into the 

subcanopy like a snake. The Black Gum is hollow to 

at least 6 ft. up or more, and this old tree is covered 

with dull bronze leaves. 

 

All in all, a perfect outing to this wonderful place. 

 

Tom Howard  

http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3206#p12826
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=105&t=3206#p12826
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?p=12826
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External Links: 

Growing Is Forever Video by NPCA 

http://vimeo.com/20561818  

Giant trees touch lives - Oregon heritage program 

puts spotlight on trees that have made history in state 

http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AI

D=%2F20110930%2FLIFE%2F109300311%2F-

1%2Flife  

With Deaths of Forests, a Loss of Key Climate 

Protectors  - New York Times  

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/01/science/earth/01

forest.html?adxnnl=1&ref=todayspaper&adxnnlx=13

17464706-yipIgxIkAn/qNN3QjFPuBA  

Why an eccentric band of tree lovers is cloning an 

ancient forest 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/why

-an-eccentric-band-of-tree-lovers-is-cloning-an-

ancient-forest/article2135850/page1/  

The enduring power of trees 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/summer/the-

enduring-power-of-trees/article2128438/  

Ancient Burr Oak tree in Merillville Indiana dies 

http://www.ents-

bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=79&t=3065#p12240  

A Revolutionary Technology is Unlocking Secrets of 

the Forest 

http://e360.yale.edu/feature/carnegie_airborne_obser

vatory_technology_unlocks_secrets_of_the_rain_fore

st/2447/  

Forest Structure, Services and Biodiversity May Be 

Lost Even as Form Remains  

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/10/11100

3151823.htm 

Timbers from dam hold record of past 

Wood salvaged from Fredericksburg's 19th-century 

crib dam may hold clues to pre-Colonial climate.  

http://www.fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2011/102

011/10022011/655354/index_html?page=1  

Maintain the BWCA's 'wilderness' character 

http://www.startribune.com/opinion/otherviews/1308

17278.html  

Butterfly Flower Gardening 

http://www.kremp.com/Butterfly-Flower-Gardening-

articles.htm 

Super-Tough Seed Coat Keeps Michaux's Sumac On 

Critically Endangered List 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/10/11101

1154457.htm#.Tpgfx459BiY.twitter 

Stefano Boeri's Vertical Forest Under Construction in 

Milan 

http://www.treehugger.com/files/2011/10/stephano-

boeris-vertical-forest-under-construction-milan.php 

How to Choose a Handheld GPS Receiver 

http://www.rei.com/expertadvice/articles/gps+receive

r.html 

Future Forests May Soak Up More Carbon Dioxide 

Than Previously Believed 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/10/11101

3153955.htm  

Trees don’t lie about their years 

http://thetamarind.eu/en/2011/10/19/english-trees-

dont-lie-about-their-years/ 

2 Giant Sequoias Fall at Trail of 100 Giants 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ucahb5GGeo&fe

ature=player_embedded 

Many gather to offer suggestions on downed giant 

sequoia 

http://www.recorderonline.com/news/sequoia-50595-

suggestions-giant.html 

Cherry Trees Sculpted Over Time Into A Two-Story 

Tall Retreat 

http://www.treehugger.com/files/2011/10/patient-

gardener-outdoor-retreat-made-cherry-trees-shaped-

over-time.php 

Long fought victory - Major Victory Secures 

Roadless Rule 

http://earthjustice.org/news/press/2011/federal-court-

reinstates-roadless-rule 

Could this Lamberhurst tree be the oldest in 

England? 

http://www.thisiskent.co.uk/Lamberhurst-tree-oldest-

country/story-13621622-detail/story.html 

http://vimeo.com/20561818
http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=%2F20110930%2FLIFE%2F109300311%2F-1%2Flife
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http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=%2F20110930%2FLIFE%2F109300311%2F-1%2Flife
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/01/science/earth/01forest.html?adxnnl=1&ref=todayspaper&adxnnlx=1317464706-yipIgxIkAn/qNN3QjFPuBA
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/01/science/earth/01forest.html?adxnnl=1&ref=todayspaper&adxnnlx=1317464706-yipIgxIkAn/qNN3QjFPuBA
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/01/science/earth/01forest.html?adxnnl=1&ref=todayspaper&adxnnlx=1317464706-yipIgxIkAn/qNN3QjFPuBA
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/why-an-eccentric-band-of-tree-lovers-is-cloning-an-ancient-forest/article2135850/page1/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/why-an-eccentric-band-of-tree-lovers-is-cloning-an-ancient-forest/article2135850/page1/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/why-an-eccentric-band-of-tree-lovers-is-cloning-an-ancient-forest/article2135850/page1/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/summer/the-enduring-power-of-trees/article2128438/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/summer/the-enduring-power-of-trees/article2128438/
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=79&t=3065#p12240
http://www.ents-bbs.org/viewtopic.php?f=79&t=3065#p12240
http://e360.yale.edu/feature/carnegie_airborne_observatory_technology_unlocks_secrets_of_the_rain_forest/2447/
http://e360.yale.edu/feature/carnegie_airborne_observatory_technology_unlocks_secrets_of_the_rain_forest/2447/
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http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/10/111003151823.htm
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http://www.fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2011/102011/10022011/655354/index_html?page=1
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http://www.startribune.com/opinion/otherviews/130817278.html
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http://www.kremp.com/Butterfly-Flower-Gardening-articles.htm
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http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/10/111011154457.htm#.Tpgfx459BiY.twitter
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/10/111011154457.htm#.Tpgfx459BiY.twitter
http://www.treehugger.com/files/2011/10/stephano-boeris-vertical-forest-under-construction-milan.php
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A world of sonic wonder 

http://bbcearth.posterous.com/a-world-of-sonic-

wonder-5725 

http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/43469 

Saving a Vancouver icon from destruction: the story 

of Hollow Tree 

http://www.vancouverobserver.com/city/2011/10/26/

saving-vancouver-icon-destruction-story-hollow-tree 

Urgent research for rare trees at Ormeau, Austrailia 

http://www.goldcoast.com.au/article/2011/10/26/360

355_gold-coast-news.html 

Dr. Seuss' The Lorax Theatrical Trailer (2012)  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_T6SsDvO7Q&

feature=youtu.be 

28 Oct 2011: Film of Extinct Woodpecker 

Unearthed by Cornell Researchers 

http://e360.yale.edu/digest/film_of_extinct_woodpec

ker__unearthed_by_cornell_researchers/3188/   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q0OCd6b1aXU&

feature=player_embedded  

Killing Wolves: A Product of Alberta’s Big Oil and 

Gas Boom  

http://e360.yale.edu/feature/alberta_canada_energy_b

oom_places_wolves_in_the_crosshairs/2459/  

Dr. E. O. Wilson on Hurricane Creek  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_K_yzbHn3kA  

Cause confirmed in bat scourge  

A suspicious mold that turns bat noses a fuzzy white 

is a primary killer 

http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/335566/

title/Cause_confirmed_in_bat_scourge  

 

Maps Depict Shift of Eastern U.S. Tree Ranges 

http://e360.yale.edu/slideshow/climate_change_could

_change_us_foliage_patterns/24/1/  

 

In Central Park, Snow That Collected on Still-Leafy 

Branches Fells Even Hardy Trees 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/31/nyregion/in-

central-park-storm-may-claim-1000-trees.html?_r=1  
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http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/43469
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About:   eNTS:  The Magazine of the Native Tree Society 

This magazine is published monthly and contain materials that are compiled from posts made to the NTS BBS 

http://www.ents-bbs.org   It features notable trip reports, site descriptions and essays posted to the BBS by NTS 

members.  The purpose of the magazine  to have an easily readable and distributable magazine of posts available for 

download for those interested in the Native Tree Society and in the work that is being conducted by its members. 

This magazine serves as a companion to the more formal science-oriented Bulletin of the Eastern Native Tree 

Society and will help the group reach potential new members.  To submit materials for inclusion in the next issue, 

post to the BBS.  Members are welcome to suggest specific articles that you might want to see included in future 

issues of the magazine, or point out materials that were left from a particular month’s compilation that should have 

been included.  Older articles can always be added as necessary to the magazine.  The magazine will focus on the 

first post on a subject and provide a link to the discussion on the website.  Where warranted later posts in a thread 

may also be selected for inclusion.   

Edward Frank – Editor-in-Chief 

 

http://www.ents-bbs.org/

